Argumentative Essays
An argument is an exchange of ideas in which two sides attempt to persuade each other, and to argue when writing is to give reasons for supporting a stance or position. The point of writing an argument is not necessarily to convince someone of your point, but rather to provide them with enough information so they can “see” your side and where you are coming from. While you can include information about the opposing perspective, use it to weaken that point, and the main focus should be on one perspective or argument. 

The goal is to practice academically oriented arguments and work with complex ideas by analyzing your rhetorical situation.  You will have to include opposition to your position and deal with it respectfully.  Consider why you might write such an argument?  Whom do you wish to persuade and to do what?  If you argue in favor of school uniforms, are you trying to convince fellow students to accept uniforms? To convince a school board to institute uniforms?  To convince parents that uniforms are a good investment?  The more clearly you can see your argument as having a real life purpose and a specific audience, the stronger your case will be.

Possible Argument Topics-      
Select a topic upon which many people disagree.  You must take a side.

Retaining the "under God" phrase in the Pledge of Allegiance

Sex education in schools – elementary? Public?

Legalizing same sex marriage

Eliminating / encouraging Oregon's physician assisted suicide

Banning / encouraging genetically modified foods

Banning / funding stem cell research / cloning / embryonic / therapeutic

Banning smoking on campus

Sweat shop labor

Changing the drinking age

Fast food  / obesity / advertisements / health / mad cow disease

Drug testing at school

Nuclear power

Election reform (Electoral college / campaign financing / mail in ballots)

Book banning

Motorcycle helmets

Video games and violence

Student fees for football stadium / engineering building

Bilingual education / English as official language / "No child left behind" policy

SAT scores for college entrance

Topics not allowed: abortion, gun control, legalizing marijuana, etc.

