Apostrophes Showing Possession -An apostrophe is normally used with the letter s to show ownership or possession. 
An apostrophe plus s is never added to make a noun plural--even a proper noun. 

Incorrect: This is Joans jacket. 
(Possessive form needs the apostrophe) 

Correct: This is Joan's jacket. 

Incorrect: He ate four hot dog's at the picnic. 
(Not possessive; use no apostrophe to make a noun plural.) 

Correct: He ate four hot dogs at the picnic. 

Incorrect: We saw the Smith's at the picnic. 
(Not possessive; use no apostrophe to make a name plural.) 

Correct: We saw the Smiths at the picnic. 

If the singular noun ends with an s, add apostrophe s if the extra syllable is pronounced. If the extra syllable is not pronounced (or if it otherwise looks confusing to add apostrophe s), simply add an apostrophe. 

Examples: the dress's hem 
(Added syllable is pronounced.) 

Lloyd Bridges' son 
(Added syllable is not pronounced.) 

Some authorities always add an apostrophe only to any word ending with s, regardless of its pronunciation. This is acceptable. Whichever standard you follow, be consistent. 

Example: the dress' hem 
(Word ends in s, pronunciation does not matter.) 

Plural Possessives -Do not use an apostrophe. 
Examples: lands   dresses   taxes    quizzes 

Incorrect: Twenty dog's were in the pack. 

Correct: Twenty dogs were in the pack. 

To make a plural noun possessive, simply add an apostrophe to the word. If the plural does not end in an s, then add an apostrophe plus s. 

Examples: The girls' dresses 
(The dresses belonging to the girls.) 

The Wilsons' house 
(The Wilsons live in the house.) 

The men's room 
(Plural does not end in s.) 

Apostrophes with Possessives of More than One Owner -To show that more than one person share the same item together, make only the last owner in the series possessive. 
Examples: Ken and Larry's ice cream 
(They share the same ice cream.) 

John and Mary's pet cats 
(They share the same cats.) 

To show that there are similar items which are owned individually by different owners, make each owner in the series possessive. 

Example: John's and Mary's pet cats. 
(They each have their own pet cat or cats.) 

Apostrophes with Pronouns -To make a possessive of an indefinite pronoun, add an apostrophe plus s, just as you would for a noun. 

Examples: somebody's child 

another's idea 

Personal pronouns, including it, do not have any apostrophes for their possessives. 

Incorrect: her's    their's    your's 

Correct: his    hers    its    ours    yours    theirs    whose 

If it helps, remember that his takes no apostrophe. In the same way, neither do any of the other forms. 

The words it's and who's do exist, but they are contractions. It's means it is or it has; who's means who is or who has. 
