Project Three:  Analysis Project

Project Description:  Students will choose to focus on an analysis of their choice. . After conducting research into this analysis, participants will write an analysis in a similar style.

Project Goals: Each type of analysis requires a different form of writing – consider the difference between a market analysis and a film analysis; a budget analysis and a language analysis; a legal analysis and a poetry analysis. 

I am not so concerned with the type of analysis paper a student may choose to write. Instead, I’m concerned with the process of classifying, defining, and writing within a genre, whose rules are often never explicitly stated by members of the field. This project goes beyond the simple writing of a paper; students will be researching, exploring, and defining a type of writing. Then, students will endeavor to write within the unspoken, yet often strict, rules of a genre of analysis. 

Students will begin this project by identifying a type of analysis of interest. It is not required to write an analysis stemming from your major field, but this may be a good place to start. Participants will then conduct research to guide the writing of this style of analysis. What are the “rules” of the genre (both spoken and unspoken)? How do participants in the field express their ideas? This research may include close readings of examples of the genre, conducting library research, or contacting individuals involved in the academic writing of the field. After conducting this research, participants will create a brief “Idiot’s Guide” to writing in the genre. The project will culminate with a paper written in the style of the analysis genre. It is important to note that participants will be graded based on their adherence to the rules set up in the “How to” Guide.

Overall, the goals for this project do not rely solely on the product. This project should lead to discussions of asking questions in writing in order to determine how and why things are written. We will consider how one might investigate a style of writing, looking not only at formatting, but also subtle grammar, vocabulary, and stylistic concerns. Finally, we will be practicing ways of analyzing texts in various forms which are not limited to just literary analysis.

Idea Generation: A good place to start your project is investigating the type of analytical writing that goes on in your major field, especially considering that, in the future, this is a field you will most likely write in. The idea generation of this project will involve a little research and investigation, but it will pay off with a well-informed project. 

At the same time, it is not required that you look at writing in your field. Both film and music analyses, for example, are seen both in and out of the academy and could lead to an interesting paper topic. 
Analysis Projects:



	Analysis Skills Activity

	Does analysis = opinion? This exercise will allow you to practice analyzing texts, and then study how others might view the same text. You will write a 1 page (typed) reflection on the relationship between analysis and opinion to be included in your project portfolio.


	Research Exercise
	In-class activity to plan out the research of this project.



	Project Proposal
	1 page (typed) describing your project, including the type of analysis you are conducting and a brief description of the research you might conduct.

	Explaining Processes Activity
	For this activity, groups will explore how to explain a process, in anticipation of the Idiot’s Guide that will be included in your writing project.




Project Portfolio:  ALL of the “project activities” as well as the project itself need to be included in your project portfolio. So be sure to keep copies of all of the work that you do. The best way to make sure that you don’t forget anything is to keep everything together in one packet.
Grading Criteria: The class will develop the final grading rubric for this project. It may be useful to consider the following ideas, however, in the planning of your project:
· The selection of an appropriate type of analysis.
· The quality and quantity of examples studied in the creation of the Idiot’s Guide.

· The author’s careful examination and use of examples of writing in the genre.

· The author’s ability to apply the research, resulting in an effective style.

· Grammatical correctness, appropriate sentence structure, style, and voice (though the application of these ideas may vary based on the type of analysis being conducted).
Due Dates:   
 
· 1st Draft Peer  Review


Wednesday, April 2nd  
· Project Final Deadline 


Friday, April 4th by noon  
