English 151-Freshman Composition

Instructor:     Andrea Stemaly


Office:            O-206 (The Learning Place)

E-Mail:           stemalya@kellogg.edu

Phone:            (269) 965-3931 ext. 2275

Office Hours:  
Monday:
10 a.m. – 12 p.m. & 1 p.m. – 8 p.m.

Wednesday:
10 a.m. – 12 p.m. & 1 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Friday: 
9 a.m. – 2 p.m.

  

 

REQUIRED SUPPLIES

 

Any type of computer disk/memory stick for saving work done during class sessions

A 3-ring folder for saving and organizing all writing assignments

 

CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION

 

Prerequisite: An asset placement score of 51 in LA or a grade of “C” or better in ENGL 120. +Grad. Competencies: I.A, B, C; III. A, B, C; VII. A] Prerequisite: LA score of 45 on the ASSET test or a grade of “C” or higher in ENGL 120. Writing expository prose with emphasis on the thesis sentence, idea development, unity, continuity, coherence, patterns of exposition, and educated usage.

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
 
English 151 is designed to develop your critical reading and writing skills—skills you will use throughout your life, not only in this class. The course focuses on the writing process, job seeking correspondence, oral presentation, basic research, and essay writing. Within the majority of written assignments, the emphasis is on thesis statement, idea development, unity, continuity, coherence, patterns of exposition, and grammar usage. Upon successful completion of the course, students will exhibit understanding and mastery of the writing process and the five-paragraph essay format. In addition, students will exhibit a basic understanding of the guidelines for college research papers.
LEARNING OUTCOMES
 Upon completion of this course, students will be able to complete the kinds of practical writing projects often required in both the academic and the professional worlds. Successful students will:

1.   Demonstrate the ability to write essays that utilize thesis sentences, idea development, unity, coherence, patterns of development, and educated usage.

2.   Analyze topics for applicability to a variety of settings, both academic and business

3.   Use transitions and other strategies to achieve continuity and coherence.

4.   Create synthesis of various rhetorical patterns to support thesis and develop ideas.

5.   Write a research essay (min. 4 sources) with appropriate documentation.

6.   Give and receive feedback from multiple readers.

7.   Develop individual style, self-confidence, and voice when responding to feedback from multiple readers.

8.   Exhibit an understanding of and ability to utilize basic computer and Internet functions.

 

The instructor can give a grade of W after an excessive absence warning has been issued. Please note that a grade of W in a course affects scholarships, financial aid, and athletic eligibility.

                

Last date to drop with a refund is                       ________________

 

            Last date to request a W in the class is                ________________

 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY

Plagiarism is using another person’s writing dishonestly. If you submit for a grade any writing that was written by an author (professional or non-professional) other than yourself, you are guilty of academic dishonesty.

 
Kellogg Community College Academic Integrity Statement: The Kellogg Community College policy on Academic Integrity is spelled out in the student handbook. If it is suspected that you are cheating, fabricating, facilitating academic dishonesty, or plagiarizing, there may be serious consequences. The incident will be documented and may be reported to the academic chair and/or program director for possible disciplinary actions up to and including course, program, or college expulsion.

 

Approximate Grading Breakdown

Grades will be computed on a point system. At the end of the semester, students will submit a compilation of all their 5 graded essays and revisions of those essays as explained in class. This portfolio will be graded on the strength of the revisions (i.e. has the student adequately corrected errors AND improved the content of the graded essay). At the end of the semester, the total number of points earned will be divided by the total number of points possible. This will determine a percentage.

 

100-94% = A     76-73% = C                           

93-90% = A-      72-70% = C-                          

88-87% = B+     69-67% = D+                         

86-83% = B       66-63% = D                                                                  

82-80% = B-      62-60%=D-

79-77% = C+     59% and below = F

                             

 

	4 Papers= 400 Points (100 Points Each)
	Group Work Activities= 40 Points

	4 Short Writing Assignments= 80 Points

(20 Points Each)
	Homework=300 Points

	Final Portfolio and Self-Evaluation= 50 pts
	Quizzes= 130 Points

	 
	Total: 1000 pts


 
Writing Projects

You will complete 4 large writing projects (varying lengths, with one a minimum of 1,200 words). Each assignment will need to follow the writing process procedures discussed in class and multiple drafts of each project will be completed. All final drafts must be done on a computer/word processor. This will comprise 40% of your grade. Through the process of completing these projects, we will be engaged in mastering the Learning Outcomes listed above.

 

You will complete one research essay for this class. The documentation style will follow MLA format. 

 

Expectations for your writing assignments are clearly explained in class, and students who attend daily and complete their readings rarely experience confusion. All papers submitted in this course must have been written during this semester and specifically for this course.

 

Late Work: Late work is a problem. Almost all writing project due date are known in the first week of the semester, so check the syllabus regularly to avoid missing assignments.  If you do miss a day of class, you are still responsible for the material covered and any assignments given and any projects due. Missed quizzes and homework can be completed only if you contact me before the missed class. 
 

Final essays are due at the start of the class session. They will be penalized 20 points if turned in late, regardless of reason. If you know of an upcoming absence, please make arrangements with the instructor prior to the essay’s due date.
  
Blackboard Usage
We will use the Blackboard site at http://bb.kellogg.edu as area to practice and develop basic computer and Internet skills. For answers on how to use Blackboard, go to www.academic.kellogg.edu/online.  KCC has developed a convention for creating Blackboard accounts for students.  For students, the convention for usernames and passwords is the use of the letter “k” and your KCC Student ID number (e.g. k0123456).

When your account is first created your username and password will be identical - both using your Student ID number (including any and all zeros). This site should be checked weekly for updates and announcements; in addition, it will provide a number of useful features such as a copy of the syllabi and course schedule, tips for the writing styles we will be covering, additional homework help and links for online practice, and much more. 

  

Participation and Preparedness
Class participation allows students a different venue to demonstrate their understanding of the goals of this course. You will be able to present and respond to feedback, discuss thesis construction, and work on developing your own voice and self-confidence through your interaction with your peers.

 

Class participation is encouraged. We will follow the College policies regarding conduct. I expect students to create an atmosphere of respect. No name calling, interrupting, or foul language is allowed. Come prepared with an open attitude that is professional and shows that you are ready to learn. Students are expected to participate actively in all class discussions and arrive on time each day, fully prepared for scheduled work. 

 

Portfolio

All writing projects will be graded as they are submitted. The paper may then be revised for the final portfolio, and the final grade will be the average between the two. The portfolio will represent your ability to use all of the ideas practiced during the semester to improve each of the five graded essays. You will revise each, highlighting any and all changes and additions, add a paragraph explaining the changes you’ve made, and turn in both the original, graded copy and the new, revised copy. 

 

 IF THERE IS NO ORIGINAL, GRADED COPY, I CANNOT ACCEPT THE REVISION. 

 

The portfolio grade will reflect how much effort and improvement is in each revision.  It is the students’ responsibility to retain all graded papers for a portfolio that will be collected at the end of the. This assignment will replace the final exam. Assignments that were graded but not submitted as part of the portfolio will be treated as missing assignments and will adversely affect the final grade for the portfolio.

 

All graded assignments must be completed in order to pass the course.
 
Attendance

Attendance is crucial in a writing course, for each day’s activities build upon skills mastered and techniques learned in a previous class. Attendance will be taken every day, and because graded activities occur almost every day, a student with frequent absences will find it difficult to accumulate enough points to pass the course.  If you accumulate more than 3 absences, you may be dropped from the course.  If you reach 2nd absences in the semester, a warning for excessive absences will be directed to Student Support Services. If you reach 6 absences, I may request that the administration remove you from the course.  To avoid being dropped, you must contact me within two days of accumulating your 3rd absence.

 

Grading Criteria
ENGL 151 is a course in English Composition. Consequently, the grades your writing assignments receive represent your instructor’s estimate of how well each assignment demonstrates your mastery of the composition skills appropriate at that point in the course. The following briefly describes the general requirements for each grade level.

 

To receive a grade of A, your essay should:
CONTENT                 contain a central idea that is clearly defined, developed with originality and careful thought, and supported substantially and concretely
ORGANIZATION     follow a plan that progresses by clearly ordered and necessary 

                                   stages
STYLE                       contain paragraphs that are unified and developed with unusual effectiveness, transitions within and between paragraphs that are clear/effective, and paragraphs and sentences that are coherent and effective

DICTION                   utilize language that is appropriate, fresh, accurate, concise, and 

idiomatic

 

To receive a grade of a B, your essay should:
CONTENT                  contain a central idea that is defined with more than usual care and clarity, developed fully and with consistent attention to proportion and emphasis, and supported with sufficient and consistently relevant detail
ORGANIZATION     follow a plan whose purpose and method are consistently apparent and completely fulfilled
STYLE                        contain paragraphs that are well-developed and unified, transitions between paragraphs that are explicit and effective, and paragraphs/sentences that are coherent and emphatic

DICTION                    utilize language that is appropriate, clear, carefully chosen, and 

idiomatic

 

To receive a grade of a C, your essay should:
CONTENT                 contain a central idea that is adequately defined but trite, trivial, or too general; or that is developed adequately but with occasional disproportions or inappropriate emphasis; or that is supported adequately but with occasional repetition or sketchiness
ORGANIZATION     follow a plan whose purpose/method is apparent but fulfilled unimaginatively or incompletely
STYLE                        contain paragraphs that are unified and coherent but occasionally ineffective in their development, or utilize transitions that are abrupt or mechanical, or contains sentences that while coherent are occasionally monotonous, unemphatic, or ineffective in structure

DICTION                   utilize language that is inappropriate, vague, trite, or unidiomatic

 

Grammar, Punctuation, and Spelling

Placement in ENGL 151 presupposes a basic competence in English grammar, mechanics, punctuation, and spelling. An essay will not receive a high grade merely because it is grammatically error-free. If the grammar in your work is so problematic as to obscure meaning, then you may be required to utilize some sources of help from outside the course.

 

Kellogg Community College Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 Statement: Kellogg Community College does not discriminate in the admission or treatment of students on the basis of disability. KCC is committed to compliance with the American Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. See Student Handbook for information about student services.

 
Instructor Syllabus Rights Statement: Information contained in this syllabus was to the best knowledge of the instructor considered correct and complete when distributed for use at the beginning of the semester. However, this syllabus should not be considered a contract with Kellogg Community College and any student, nor between the instructor and any student. The instructor reserves the right, acting within the policies and procedures of Kellogg Community College, to make changes in the course content or instructional techniques without notice or obligation

 

Cell phones and pagers must be on mute during class. If you must take or return an emergency call, please go out in the hall to do so.

 

Children cannot attend class. Childcare services may be available at the main campus in the evening through Kid’s Kampus, and their number is (269) 969-6270.
 

Drinks with lids and snacks, not complete meals, may be brought into the classroom. Please show respect for your classmates when it is necessary to eat during class time.
