Great idea.

First create a product that can’t be touched, smelled, tasted, nor heard. Next, pay off the politicians to make it a law that everyone has to buy your product. Now, pay even more to the politicians so you can discriminate against people at will. Use gender, race, age, location, or anything you decide, all you have to do is pay the politicians. 

Then when you have to provide your product to your customers and you don’t like how much it will cost you, have the federal government or the states step up and provide the product instead. Now comes the best part. You can raise the cost of your product as much as you want. Remember, you had the politicians pass a law requiring everyone to buy it. If they don’t, then they are criminals. What a great business idea. Figured out what it is yet?

Insurance.

The insurance companies have a tyrannical control on America. Everyone has to buy it. If you don’t, you can’t buy a house or car. You don’t get medical care. Yes, these greedy companies control everything about it. Some would say there is government oversight of the industry, but when you look at the fact that the insurance industry gave $34,312,720 to their favorite politicians in the last federal election, oversight doesn’t have the same meaning as you might think. The insurance industry raises rates at an alarming rate. Car, home, and health insurance go up to a cost that threatens the very fabric of the country. People are dying because of the cost of health insurance. Deny coverage for the heart transplant, and people die. Deny coverage for cancer treatment, and people die. What the insurance industry does is “legal”, made so by the same politicians who reaped the $34 million. But is it right?
Here in Michigan, car insurance is even worse with the Michigan catastrophic claims rip-off. That is taxation without representation as sure as the British were in colonial times. Private industry decides, with little to no oversight, how much it wants to charge all of the rest of us for its magical product, and we have no choice but to pay it because the law says we have to. 

While all the denials and rate increases take place, the profits of the insurance companies go up. Allstate brags on its Web site that from 2002-2003, shareholder profits were up 139.4 percent. In fact, total shareholder returns over the last eleven years for Allstate are up 258.2 percent. Their figures, not mine. 

When will average Americans stand up and stop these immoral companies from stealing from them and killing their families and friends? Of all the issues that face Americans today, this is without the biggest. If health insurance were affordable and responsive to its customer, America’s health crisis would be solved. Americans would have thousands more to spend on supporting themselves if the insurance industry wasn’t allowed to legally steal their money. 

