Chapter 43-Pronoun Agreement and Reference

The word or words a pronoun replaces is referred to as its antecedent. If a singular antecedent is used, a singular pronoun must be used. If a plural antecedent is used, a plural pronoun must be used. 

Example: Each of the three All-Pro Dallas Cowboys gave his autograph to the sick child. 

Pronoun Reference: If a sentence begins in the first person (I, me, my), the remainder of the sentence must follow suit and not switch to second person (your, yours) or third person (he, him).

Chapter 44-Adjectives and Adverbs

-Adjectives are descriptive words that describe nouns and pronouns. 

Example: She was a very tired student. 

-Adverbs are also descriptive words but they describe verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs. 

-These answer questions such as how, when, where, and to what extent.

-They typically end in –y or –ly.

Example: My roommate sleeps soundly.

*Good and Bad are adjectives

*Well and Badly are adverbs-One exception occurs with well when referring to health; in this case, the word is used as an adjective: I do not feel well today. 
Chapter 45-Misplaced Modifiers

Modifiers are descriptive words (adverbs and adjectives) that provide extra information in a sentence. However, when they are misplaced, they can cause some confusion. A misplaced modifier is a word or group of words in the wrong place, for the modifier should be as close as possible to what it is modifying

Example-During the rain, my brother stayed dry under his umbrella, which was soaking everyone. 

Corrected-During the rain which was soaking everyone, my brother stayed dry under his umbrella.

Chapter 46-Dangling Modifiers
A dangling modifier is a group of words in a sentence that does not modify the noun following it. In fact, quite often the word it is actually meant to modify is not in the sentence.

Example-Packed with nine vitamins and minerals, my teeth grow stronger from milk. 

Corrected-My teeth grow stronger from milk, which is packed with nine vitamins and minerals. 
Chapter 24-Defining Terms
When writing a description paragraph, the writer is describing what a specific word or term means to them, not how the dictionary or the general population defines it. 

There are two forms of definitions:

1. Formal-This is the form most commonly encountered in college courses, and the definitions are similar to what can be found in a dictionary.

a. Example-A bicycle is a vehicle that has only two wheels.

2. Class-defining what a term means to the writer, not anyone else, and organizing the topic sentence (thesis statement) in a certain way

a. Example- Fear is the feeling that something bad is about to happen.

i. The following items must be present in this form of topic sentence:

1. Defining Term- Fear

2. Category it fits in- Feeling

3. Descriptive Detail that clarifies the term- Something bad is about to happen

There are a couple of ways to begin a definition paper:

1. Definition by Negative Example-begin by stating what a term is not and then state what the term is. 

a. Example- Baseball is not simply a game but a highly complex sport requiring a skill and strategy. 

2. Definition by Extended Example-Using a single example throughout the entire paragraph, rather than several different ones. 

