Chapter 5-Drafting: Writing a Rough Draft

Drafting is when you are writing your first thoughts and ideas down about a paper. This copy will very rarely, if ever, be your final draft. This process usually consists of reading prewriting notes, deciding on a topic sentence, identifying your support points and specific details, arranging your support points in order, and writing the draft.
Chapter 8-Putting the Writing Process Steps Together
The typical steps one will go through with a paper are the following:

1. Prewriting

2. Drafting

3. Revising

4. Editing

Chapter 9-Topic Sentences
Every paragraph needs a topic sentence which expresses the main idea, or the point, of every paragraph. It is important to make sure your topic sentence does not fall into one of four categories: topic sentences that are too broad, too narrow, informative rather than purposeful, and announcing. 

1. Too broad
a. Many scientists know things.

Revised

b. Sir Isaac Newton made important contributions to the study of gravity. 

2. Too Narrow
a. I didn’t get hired at the medical center.

        Revised
b. Getting a job at the medical center is difficult. 

3. Informative rather than Purposeful
Rather than just simply stating what you are going to write about, you want to include your position on it and why you are discussing this topic.

For example, instead of just writing,
Many high school students have jobs.
Write, 

Having a part-time job in high school can interfere with school-work. 

4. Avoid announcing your topic

Do not begin your topic sentence with such phrases as, “I will discuss…..” , “In this paper I will talk about….”, “The topic of this paper is….” , “I would like to argue…..”

Chapter 10-Using Supporting Details
Every topic sentence needs enough information to support it and to make it sound credible.

Chapter 18-Narration
Narration consists of telling a story about a particular event using a chronological sequence, and there are three forms of details that really help develop this type of writing:

1. Background Details

2. Action Details

3. Sensory Details

