Chapter 1- Your Strength as a Writer

A paragraph is a group of five to twelve sentences related to one idea. The subject matter is the topic, and every paragraph has a topic sentence. It does not matter where the topic sentence is placed within the paragraph, as long as there is one present. After the topic sentence is stated, the rest of the paragraph should be devoted to the support of that main point. 

Chapter 2-The Bases of Good Writing: The Four Cs

So what does good writing consist of?

1. Concise-Writing has a clear point and the only information that is included is necessary to support and communicate that point.

2. Credible-Writing in a believable form. In order for the reader (or audience) to believe the text, it is important to include proof in the form of specific details to illustrate your topic sentence. 

3. Clear-Signaling to your reader what points are important and how those points fit together under the umbrella of your topic sentence. Transitions words are essential to clear writing. 

4. Correct-Writing that is free of spelling, grammar, and punctuation errors.

Transitions are key words and/or phrases that play an important role in writing. They can signify a connection between points (topics), move away from one point to another, or signify a change or position to the reader.

Examples-first, finally, additionally, as a result, therefore, even though, next, last, in the first place, in addition, to sum up, etc. 
Chapter 3-Writing for a Reader and a Reason
Every time you write something, you are writing for somebody: your audience. There can be a number of reasons for doing so. You can be writing to entertain, persuade, or inform, but always keep the audience in mind. 
