Here’s a combination of saved and printed documents that I use for 120. Use and tweak anything you like, and I hope they’re helpful. Here are some explanations for a few of these:

1. English 120 Paragraph Exit Test Guide
a. I always give students a copy of this along with the syllabus. It’s a good way to introduce the requirements of the class, and it’s always helpful to have the three key components of passing the course- a C in the class, writing a paper with five or less errors, and passing the Exit Exam- in the syllabus, so they can’t come back later and say they didn’t know. 
2. What do Punctuation and Romance Have in Common?

I use this on the first day as an introduction to some course components and to indicate to the skeptics in the class that English really is important. 

Also, most students find it humorous.

3. Who’s Ready for College?

a. I like to have the students do an initial writing on the first day to see where they stand as a whole. In addition, this can point anyone who doesn’t belong in the class, so you can potentially switch them to another course. This writing was copied out of an edition of Newsweek, and I find that by having students read this and leading a class discussion before they begin to write, they are more likely to have a formulated, definite opinion and will write much more than if just asked to discuss any topic. 
4. Writing Sample

a. This is a start for a class exercise to make them aware of their sentence structure formation. 

5. The Twilight Zone

a. I copied this from the book Image Grammar, and it’s a fun class exercise when you’re going over parallelism in class. 
6. Girl in a Diner

a. The sample writings in the book are pretty boring, so I try to give some interesting writing samples from different sources. Girl in a Diner was pulled from an edition of Mosaic and I use this as an introduction to the Description writing. The components in this (in a restaurant) are particularly useful since I take the class on a fieldtrip to Brownstone Café to write this assignment. You don’t have to take them to this particular location, but for this writing style, it’s a lot of fun to get them out of the room, everyone usually loves it, and it produces really interesting writings. Before going to the Café, I show the class some snippets of writing on transparencies (Brownstone Description) that previous students have done to give them an idea of the descriptive sense words they should be thinking about. Also, it’s interesting to point out how different people can view the same object (Man Description) and form a different response. 

7. Post Addition
a. This is something else I copied from the Mosaic, and I use this as an introduction to the Narration assignment.
8. Unlisted Questions 1-36
a. I use these questions as a basis for a game right before the Exit Test. I divide the students into small groups (usually 3-4) and assign them to names (Group 1, etc.) They are then moved around the room so they are spread out, and as they do this, I write the group names on the board along with the names of everyone in them. Including the names is mostly for me so I can record grades later on. I tell them they can’t use their notes or books for this (and since I notify them of some sort of activity and tell them to prepare beforehand, they should have been studying). 
I then start with Group 1 by asking them the first question I have marked. Everyone within the group can work together to answer the question. The questions with the X next to them are verbal questions I ask them; the ones with a – next to it are written on a transparency before class, and then as we progress, I reveal each question. If Group 1 answers the question correctly, they receive 1 point. If they don’t know the answer, however, Group 2 gets a chance to respond. If Group 2 gets it correct, they then receive 2 points. If Group 2 doesn’t know it though, Group 3 gets a chance, and if correct, they earn 3 points. If the question goes to every group once and no one knows it, then I just tell them the answer. If the question gets bumped because the original group being asked doesn’t know it (as in the situation just described), the next question will still go back to the next group in line. For example, if Group 1 was asked a question, and they didn’t know it but Group 2 was able to answer it, the next question would still go to Group 2. This is where the points can really add up. 
This usually takes a class period to complete, and this gives students a good idea what to study. I tell them they can take notes on the questions that are asked, so if we cover something that isn’t understood, they remember what they need to study. At the end of the game, I give everyone in each group the number of points that the whole group earned. So everyone in Group 1 earns the same amount of points. 
9. Extra Credit Option-Brushstrokes
a. This is another idea I got from Image Grammar. I usually wait until the class is nearly over, so students have a good idea of their grades. It’s a great way to introduce a couple of new writing techniques, and although they’re pretty simplistic, the more creative writers really like to experiment with this. 
