Comma Usage

1. Setting apart items in a list or series

a. Chicago is famous for Navy Pier, the Sears Tower, and the Great Lakes.
2. Setting off introductory material, transitional expressions, and parentheticals
a. As a result, the game was a tie. (introductory material)
b. Ferns, for example, need less sunlight than flowering plants. (transitional expression)
c. By the way, where is the judge’s umbrella? (parenthetical)
3. Commas for Appositives

a. Yoko, our new classmate, is our best fielder. 
4. Setting off Information that interrupts the main ideas in a sentence (Inserter or Restrictive Commas)

a. The game, unfortunately, was rained out.

5. Commas for Dates and Addresses

a. Please send the books to 300 West Road, Stamford, CT 06860.

6. Additional Minor Uses

a. After answering a question with yes or no

i. No, I’m not sure about that answer.

b. When addressing someone directly and specifically naming the person spoken to

i. Alicia, where did you put my law books?

c. After interjections like ah and oh

i. Ah, these coconuts are delicious.

d. To show contrast

i. Harold, not Roy, is my scuba-diving partner.

