 
Topic and Ending Sentences


To help you understand common errors at the college level, I have provided the following two samples of good and weak Topic Sentences and Ending Sentences
The following are common abbreviations you may see used when I comment on your paper

ATS = Accurate Topic Sentence - The topic sentence does not accurately reflect the main idea of your paragraph
AES = Accurate Ending Sentence - The final sentence does not accurately summarize and conclude your paragraph 

Pragraph One  This sample has a weak TS, but good a ES
    TS Academic dishonesty is the easy way out for many students today. Considering this trend, educators need solutions to prevent academic dishonesty from continuing. In order to do this, one needs to look at the solutions that have been researched and experimented on. Current policies to help correct student dishonesty include grade penalties which can either be accepted or appealed through their institution (“Policies” 39). Consequently, providing additional seating in exam rooms and never recycling exam questions will minimize cheating in schools (“Policies” 39). Lastly, in order to have academic integrity more than just an honor code, modifications will have to take place. It is important to have students and faculty in charge of enforcing the code and to be able to talk about the problems openly with other students and faculty while keeping the confidentiality agreement. It is also important to have an eagerness, focus, and commitment to higher education and a way to prevent cheating (Smart 46). However, the discussed solutions to academic dishonesty are not enough; one has to look at their success and outreach to the students. Good ending sentence Good transition
If the topic sentence of this sample were an accurate topic sentence, the ENTIRE paragraph would be about students being dishonest. However, the paragraph focuses on solutions, so this idea of SOLUTIONS needs to be ADDED to the topic sentence that already exists.


Paragraph Two This sample has a good TS, but a weak ES
Nice topic sentence

One group, the students, controls the success of the solutions mentioned. Students are what make school policies work. It was once said that only a small group can present change and make a difference, and this is exactly what students are capable of doing. In order for these policies changes to succeed, students need to speak up to other students after they get caught cheating. This in return sounds the alarm of consequences of being dishonest. Students learn form others mistakes. Students are embarrassed and when the authority puts the foot down the students change for the better (“Policies” 40). The success of these solutions is possible; however, everyone has to take a role in it. AES Everyone has to see that academic honesty is needed and why change must be made for the betterment of education. This doesn't fit in a paragraph on STUDENT responsibility 

For the ending sentence of this paragraph to be an accurate ending sentence, it needs to stick with reviewing the main point of the paragraph-students provide the solution- As it is, it introduces new information - everyone has a role. 
Revision would require eliminating the new idea 
