Tips for Final Portfolio Revision
Revision does not mean changing a couple of words or sentences here and there, revision is reseeing, and that means you have to reconsider your previous approach to your topic/paper. Ballenger puts it eloquently: “…the process of revision is an effort to resee a subject, to circle it with questions, to view it from fresh angels, and many of the open-ended writing methods we’ve discussed in The Curious Writer involve revision.” (618) As you already know, you can revise one paper or all of them, but there should be some evidence of revision which will be HIGHLIGHTED and clearly indicated on the paper. So, here are a few quick revision tips that may be helpful to review during this process.

1. It is always a good idea to take a break from your draft in order to resee it because you have been working on this draft for so long that your mind is overwhelmed with everything in your draft. There are various ways to take a break, and these strategies can be found in The Curious Writer:
a. Time-Even though we may not have enough time for you to set your drafts aside “for a week or more” (619) as suggested by Ballenger, you have not seen your drafts since they were evaluated by me (and I’m pretty certain of this), and with the exception of the argument/research paper, you’ve had the papers back for quite awhile, so that would count as sufficient time for you to break away from your drafts. 
b. Attack the draft physically. 

c. Have other readers read your paper and comment on it.

d. Try writing different beginnings and endings.

e. Research! Even though this may not be what you want to do to polish your previous papers, this is still a good idea because it can truly deepen your thinking about your topic. Reading someone else’s work can truly inspire sometimes, and that is what you are trying to do with your previous papers. Try finding an angle to your papers that would inspire you to resee your subject and to learn even more about yourself and your relation to your topic, and research can accomplish this.
f. Read aloud. I have encouraged you to do this many times, and you should know by know just how beneficial this can be to the process of revision.

2. Now that you have done some preliminary revision, here’s a list of pages you could refer to in The Curious Writer depending on what problem you have with your drafts:

a. If you have problems with finding a purpose for your paper, refer to pages 634-639 of Ballenger for more ideas on how to revise your draft.

b. If you have problems with finding meaning, refer to pages 639-646,

c. If you have problems with organizing and/or collecting information, refer to pages 646-650.

d. If you have problems with the structure of your essay, refer to pages 650-656.

e. If you have problems with the clarity and style of your paper, refer to pages 656-665.

3. After working out the major issues as outlined above, you need to:

a. Make sure that every paragraph is about ONE thing.

b. The transitions between paragraphs aren’t abrupt or awkward.

c. The length of sentences varies in each paragraph.

d. Each sentence is concise. There are no unnecessary words or phrases.

e. You’ve checked grammar, particularly verb agreement, run-on sentences, unclear pronouns, and misused words (there/their, its/it’s, where/were, then/then, and so on.)

f. You’ve run your spell check and proofed your paper for misspelled words. (Ballenger 140, 381-382)

Finally, if you don’t know what problems you have, it is a good idea to read the chapter on Revision Strategies to find out what problems you have with your paper. This has already been assigned for homework this semester, so you should have all seen this, but in case you’ve forgotten what these pages consist of, it may be a good idea to look at these again. 

After reseeing your papers, it should be easier for you to write your final reflective essay stating how you’ve grown as a writer this semester. You may not be able to see why we do some things in this class, but I can assure you that everything we do serves a purpose, and while I try to make this purpose clear to you, I may fall short sometimes. However, hopefully you’ve maintained your faith in this class and the writing process as we’ve progressed and will continue to use what you’ve learned here throughout your college career. 

