Writing Assignment #3-Review
“If you feel strongly about something, turn to evaluative writing and thinking as a way of helping you and others to understand why.” Bruce Ballenger

Assignment
We use evaluative commentary when we are asked to make a judgment of value, and then develop that judgment into something that goes beyond a gut reaction and unstated assumptions. The writer blends judgments, criteria, and evidence seamlessly throughout. To display this proficiency, you will write a review on one of two topics: a particular piece or art or artist or a particular song or musical artist/band. 

How do I do this?
The emotion that figures into our judgments of things isn’t a bad thing. It’s a human thing. But one of the reasons it’s useful to consciously consider how we make such judgments is that we’re more likely to introduce logical considerations in mostly emotional evaluations, or emotional considerations in mostly logical ones. This awareness also helps us suspend judgment long enough to get amore balance look at something. While writing this review, keep these things in mind:
-A review is usually clear about categories.

-Evaluation criteria are matched to purpose, category, and audience.

-In reviews, feelings often lead judgment but they are never enough.

-Judgments range from an overall assessment (e.g. it was good or bad, helpful or useless,  

  etc.) to more specific commentary on particular evidence or aspects of the things. 

-Reviews frequently attempt to offer a balanced assessment.

-Criteria may be stated or unstated.

-Relevant comparisons may form the backbone of a review. 

More information is available on pages 198-200. Your audience should be someone who has never been exposed to your topic, so remember, the more detail and description, the better. Write as if your reader knows absolutely nothing about your subject. 

What am I supposed to accomplish?

Since all evaluation stems from what are essentially subjective value judgments, a tension always exists between our desire to prove our point and our need or willingness to learn more about a subject. By the time you complete writing this review, you should be able to answer the following questions about your topic: What’s my take on this? Do I see this the way most other people do? All things considered, what’s most convincing here? What’s least convincing? What do I see that supports what I believe? What do I see that complicated or contradicts what I believe? You should be able to interweave your judgment on a topic with some relevant criteria and provide a strong foundation for your opinion.

Are there any specifications?

This paper should be four to six pages, typed, and double-spaced in 12 point font with one-inch margins. It is due on Monday, October 24th. 

Monday, October 10th

Receive Assignment Sheet and discuss

Monday, October 17th

Peer Review = Bring 3 copies of your draft/Schedule

                                                Conferences

Wednesday, October 19th
Individual Conferences with the Instructor


Monday, October 24th 
Paper Due

