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Project Criteria


Grading Criteria for Paper One (The Research Argument)

(1) Author must address the argument genre

	
	Structure displays the constructs of the argument genre

	
	Displays a clear thesis that indicates the use of this genre

	
	Maintains a strong argumentative tone throughout the essay

	
	Includes necessary background information

	
	Provides clear and supportive reasoning for each argumentative point

	
	Clearly appeals to the audience and takes a logical or emotional approach in doing so



Comments:
(2) Punctuation and grammar should be appropriate and correct
NOTE: For alternate “written genres” this would be grammar and punctuation appropriate to the genre being used. For verbal or visual projects “grammar and punctuation” are different (pausing, moving from one scene to another with appropriate shot, etc.)

RANK ON SCALE (1 is low 5 is high)
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Offer examples of sentences that seem confusing or problematic if ranking is 1-4 (don’t worry about correcting)

(3) Organization: flow of “text” needs to make sense to a reader, different sections need to be coherent and need to “flow” from one idea to the next. Look out for things like paragraphs that have “too many ideas” or a paper where the concept doesn’t move clearly from one idea to the next but mixes things up in a way that the reader might find confusing. Also look for the use of transition: between supporting details as well as between supporting points, and remember, the transitions between supporting points should be longer and explicit!
RANK ON SCALE (1 is low 5 is high)

1

2

3

4

5
Note an example from the text and discuss why that section illustrates/justifies your ranking
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(4) Style, Tone, Format, and Language: Should be appropriate to the genre and should be CONSISTENTLY used throughout essay.

	Give sentence that illustrates your sense of how the author uses style, tone, and language (discuss your sense of how it is working or not)



	Give example from the project of how the author has used format (Discuss: does it seem appropriate? Is it consistent? If not, please note where you see discrepancies or problems)




(5) Citation:

	Yes/no
	

	
	Is the author using MLA format correctly?


	
	Author MUST cite (using paraphrase or quotation) all material that is cited from a source.


	
	Author must provide a works cited (list of sources) that includes all sources, and it should be listed alphabetically by author or source.


