Writing Assignment #4-Research Argument: Decision of a Lifetime
“Argument is an essential activity in any democratic culture, and it’s certainly a major element in academic discourse; academic argument is one of the key means of making new knowledge.”  Bruce Ballenger
Assignment
As citizens of the United States, each of us currently is affected by or lives out lives as the result of a decision that was made at some point in our country’s past. Since the September 11, 2001 attacks, there has been justified reflection on important or historical decisions made throughout America’s development. We have also looked to previous decisions as a way of applying the strategies associated with them to either learn from or pattern the difficult decisions we must currently cope with. 


In this paper, I am asking that you select an important decision in the history of our country, and examine it for the effect if has had on current life and/or our culture. Your job begins with brainstorming and then defining one critical decision of our past, then arguing from your stance to indicate to your audience why it is/was important, for example, from the rhetorical stance of cause-and-effect, or from one exploring the events leading up to that decision. Whichever way you choose to cast this assignment, it needs to be followed with a section exploring the impact the decision made on life then/now, through your commentary and your argument should support why this event was important enough to have caused such changes. 
How do I do this?
Engaging yourself in relevant, effective research to thoroughly describe and discuss the decision you choose will be a significant goal for you research process in this paper. We will spend some time in Waldo library searching for sources. I am requiring you to obtain at least five outside sources, with at least one book and your choice of a scholarly/trade journal article, personal interview, newspaper article, etc. All sources you consult will appear in a works cited page at the conclusion of your paper. We can begin this in class, so you’ll have a working bibliography as we progress through the assignment. 

Your sources must be effectively woven into your own writing of the paper to support your own thoughts and words, as well as being correctly and accurately documented according to the MLA style. As you’ve now had some additional experience with this formatting due to your panel presentations, you may feel more comfortable integrating the constructs of MLA into your paper, but if not, reference Chapter 13 in your text.

Are There Any Specifications?
This paper should be a minimum of four pages, typed, and double-spaced in 12 point font with one-inch margins. It is due on Wednesday, November 23rd by 2:00 p.m. Although the minimum is four pages, yours may need to be longer depending on how close you are to achieving your twenty page minimum for the final portfolio, so keep this in mind as you are working. 
Monday, November 7th
Receive Paper Assignment and Discuss

Wednesday, November 9th
Discuss Possible Topics and Sources/ Go to Waldo Library
Monday, November 14th
Work on Drafting, Citing, Avoiding Plagiarism, and Basic Paper Structure
Wednesday, November 16th
Revisions/Peer Review = Bring 3 Copies of your 

Draft/ Schedule Conferences
Monday, November 21st
Individual Conferences with the Instructor

Wednesday, November 23rd
Paper is Due via Email by 2:00 p.m.

In case you get stuck, here are a few ideas to get you started:

-Title IX
-Brown vs. Board of Education

-Affirmative Action

-Women’s suffrage

-Bay of Pigs Invasion

-Japanese internment camps

-Trail of Tears, Establishment of Indian Reservations

-Space Exploration (choose a specific event/aspect)

