Punctuation Review

Independent Clause- a full, complete sentence that stands on its own.

· Kevin Smith has directed a number of interesting movies.

Dependent Clause- an incomplete sentence or a fragment

· Because Kevin Smith has directed a number of interesting movies.

Coordinating Conjunctions (or FANBOYS)- short words that connect two independent clauses and must be used with a comma = For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, So
· Kevin Smith has directed a number of interesting movies, but only a few are well-known.

Conjunctive Adverbs- words or phrases that join two independent clauses, typically with a semicolon, and are used as a transition to show the relationship between the two clauses = thus, therefore, as a result, meanwhile, in addition, also, likewise, etc.
· Kevin Smith has directed a number of interesting movies; as a result, I own all of his movies. 
· The comma is needed after the conjunctive adverb if it is MORE than one syllable in length. 
Subordinating Conjunctions- words that make an independent clause dependent = when, after, before, if, while
· While Kevin Smith has directed a number of interesting movies, he primarily has just a cult following.

1. If the sentence begins with a dependent clause and is followed by an independent clause (as in the sentence above), a comma is used to separate the two. However, if the sentence begins with an independent clause and is followed by a dependent, NO punctuation is needed. Here’s an example:

· Kevin Smith has directed a number of interesting movies while introducing both trivial and significant topics to his audiences. 

Inserter Commas- commas need to be placed around words or phrases that are unneeded in a sentence

· The game, unfortunately, was rained out. 

1. Since it is not imperative to have the word “unfortunately” in the sentence above (taking it out wouldn’t change the meaning), place inserter commas around it. 

Colons- a colon can only be used at the end of an independent clause and is used to introduce a list or an explanation

· When I went grocery shopping, I picked up a few things: milk, eggs, and coffee.
· The room was a mess: dirty clothes were piled on the chairs, wet towels were thrown on the floor, and an empty pizza box was tossed in the closet.
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Select the option that best describes the arrangement of clauses within each sentence. Sometimes the description will refer to only the underlined part of a sentence. Read all the options carefully before making your choice. 

1.  Before Raoul bought his new car, he remembered that his grandmother might give him her old sedan. 

[image: image1.wmf]The independent clause is "Before Raoul bought his new car."
The independent clause in this sentence contains only two words.
[image: image3.wmf]There are two independent clauses here.

2.  Alicia's wrist began to hurt, and her mother made a doctor's appointment for her. 
[image: image4.wmf]The underlined part is the sole independent clause here.
[image: image5.wmf]The real independent clause begins with "and."
[image: image6.wmf]This sentence contains two independent clauses.

3.  Zipping around the park in her little sportster, Juditha began to feel, at last, like a millionaire. 
[image: image7.wmf]The underlined part is the independent clause.
[image: image8.wmf]Trick question: there is no independent clause.
[image: image9.wmf]The independent clause begins with "Juditha."

4.  Although Jerzy had taken several courses in computer science, he couldn't solve the problems with his hard drive. 
[image: image10.wmf]The underlined part is the independent clause.
[image: image11.wmf]The independent clause begins with the word "he."
[image: image12.wmf]The sentence contains two independent clauses.

5.  The Celtics have begun their long journey back to championship basketball, working seriously on fundamentals and beginning to attract new fans to the game. 
[image: image13.wmf]The sentence is one long independent clause.
[image: image14.wmf]The sentence contains two independent clauses.
[image: image15.wmf]Only the underlined part is the independent clause.

6.  Ernesto wanted to spend the night studying, but his wife had other ideas. 
[image: image16.wmf]The sentence contains two independent clauses.
[image: image17.wmf]Only the underlined part of the sentence is an independent clause.
[image: image18.wmf]The sentence is one long independent clause (with a compound verb).

7.  The crowd began to clap and cheer as the team entered through a cloud of smoke. 
[image: image19.wmf]The sentence contains two independent clauses.
[image: image20.wmf]The independent clause begins with the word "as."
[image: image21.wmf]The underlined part is the independent clause.

8.  Gordy worked his way up to middle management but kept on wishing for a better job. 
[image: image22.wmf]The underlined part of the sentence is the independent clause.
[image: image23.wmf]The sentence is one independent clause.
[image: image24.wmf]The sentence contains two independent clauses.

9.  Gesualdo began to leap around the room when his wife fed him the jalapeño peppers. 
[image: image25.wmf]The independent clause is the part of the sentence not underlined.
[image: image26.wmf]The independent clause is the part of the sentence that is underlined.
[image: image27.wmf]The sentence contains two independent clauses

10.  Heitor signed the contract but never agreed to purchase the CDs. 
[image: image28.wmf]This sentence contains two independent clauses.
[image: image29.wmf]The underlined part is the complete independent clause.
[image: image30.wmf]The entire sentence is one independent clause.
[image: image31.wmf]S
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