Pronoun Usage

If the pronoun used is one of the following-

He, She, and It = add an ‘s’ to the end of verbs

*He walks to the stores.

If the pronoun used is one of the following-

You, We, They, and I = do not add an ‘s’ to the end of the verb

*They walk to the store.

Verb Tenses and Consistency

Keep sentences in the same tense (present, past, etc.) throughout the same sentence. 

Incorrect Sentence:

He raced through the yellow light, stepped on the gas, and cuts off a driver in the left lane. 

Corrected Sentence:

He raced through the yellow light, stepped on the gas, and cut off a driver in the left lane. 

	
	Pronoun & Tense Consistency


Select one answer from the choices provided after each sentence. The word you choose should fit the blank in the sentence. 

1.  When one has been going to college for as long as he has, ____________ to think the college owes _______ a degree. 
[image: image1.wmf]you start; you
[image: image2.wmf]one starts; one
[image: image3.wmf]he starts; him

2.  Spring begins early in Tennessee. First, the forsythia bursts into blossom; then the dogwood trees _______ to bloom, and the redbud is soon in its glory. 
[image: image4.wmf]begin
[image: image5.wmf]began

3.  The poetry of Robert Frost (1874-1963) often seems to suggest some kind of fate controls our lives. His essays, too, ____________ a similar malignant presence. 
[image: image6.wmf]indicate
[image: image7.wmf]indicated

4.  We have never seen this kind of impatience in the media before. ________ think it has something to do with the weather. 
[image: image8.wmf]You
[image: image9.wmf]We

5.  The climate of New Zealand can be a pleasure for you if _______ don't mind a little rain. 
[image: image10.wmf]we
[image: image11.wmf]he
[image: image12.wmf]you

6.  Aunt Mina wrote to tell us of her recent trip to California. She said it was a delightful journey on the plane. Seeing her brother again _________ a real treat. 
[image: image13.wmf]is
[image: image14.wmf]was

7.  When NYPD Blue went off the air in May, many viewers felt they had lost a friend in ________ own family. 
[image: image15.wmf]his
[image: image16.wmf]our
[image: image17.wmf]their
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