This is a basic outline for an academic paper, and yes, this is just a bare-bones example. Your papers do not have to follow this “typical” five paragraph format. 
Paragraph One (Thesis Paragraph) 

· Attention getting statement- examples to follow 

· Thesis statement- identify topic and the opinion or  perspective on the topic the evidence in the paper will support 

· Method of development- presents the main ideas which will be discussed in detailing the topic 

Paragraph Two (First body paragraph) 

· Topic sentence- identify first main idea 

· First example (fact, piece of evidence) 

· Explanation/elaboration of first example 

· Second example (fact, piece of evidence) 

· Explanation/elaboration of second example 

· Concluding sentence- summary of importance /relevance of first main idea 

 Paragraph Three (Second body Paragraph) 

· Topic sentence- identify second main idea 

· First example (fact, piece of evidence) 

· Explanation/elaboration of first example 

· Second example (fact, piece of evidence) 

· Explanation/elaboration of second example 

· Concluding sentence- summary of importance /relevance of second main idea 


 Paragraph Four (Third body Paragraph) 

· Topic sentence- identify third main idea 

· First example (fact, piece of evidence) 

· Explanation/elaboration of first example 

· Second example (fact, piece of evidence) 

· Explanation/elaboration of second example 

· Concluding sentence- summary of importance /relevance of third main idea 


 Paragraph Five  (Concluding paragraph) 

· Review of thesis incorporating three main ideas 

