Writing Assignment #4-Review
“If you feel strongly about something, turn to evaluative writing and thinking as a way of helping you and others to understand why.” Bruce Ballenger

Assignment
We use evaluative commentary when we are asked to make a judgment of value, and then develop that judgment into something that goes beyond a gut reaction and unstated assumptions. The writer blends judgments, criteria, and evidence seamlessly throughout. To display this proficiency, you will be working from a primary “text” in the form of a movie, The Royal Tenenbaums.  By working on an analytic review with the visual, you will be better equipped to work with criticism and analysis on the “textual” when the time comes for your research based paper.

How do I do this?
The emotion that figures into our judgments of things isn’t a bad thing. It’s a human thing. But one of the reasons it’s useful to consciously consider how we make such judgments is that we’re more likely to introduce logical considerations in mostly emotional evaluations, or emotional considerations in mostly logical ones. This awareness also helps us suspend judgment long enough to get amore balance look at something. For this assignment, you will choose one or two characters from this film and use them to discuss themes of love, success, integrity, or family, so essentially, you will be reviewing how your theme of choice is portrayed in the movie. You can choose from the following characters as your main focus but are free to discuss any of the other characters in relation to your prime character(s):  Richie, Margot, Chas, Ethelene, Royal, or Eli Cash. 

Sample questions and ideas:  You are free to choose one of these questions to answer for your thesis or you may make up one of your own and clear it with me.

1. What kind of a father is Royal?  How would you define him in terms of family?  How does he affect the other characters in this movie (negatively and positively)?

2. The Tenenbaums are described as a family of geniuses.  Look at their successes and failures and discuss whether or not your character has found fulfillment and how.

3. How does this movie define love through the narrative of your character?

4. How does this movie define family through the narrative of your character?

5. At the end of the movie Henry Sherman says to Royal, “I don’t think you’re an asshole, Royal.  I just think you’re kind of a son of a bitch.”  What do you make of this, especially in terms of Royal’s integrity and the capacity for forgiveness?  

While writing this review, keep these things in mind:
-A review is usually clear about categories.

-Evaluation criteria are matched to purpose, category, and audience.

-In reviews, feelings often lead judgment but they are never enough.

-Judgments range from an overall assessment (e.g. it was good or bad, helpful or useless,  

  etc.) to more specific commentary on particular evidence or aspects of the things. 

-Reviews frequently attempt to offer a balanced assessment.

-Criteria may be stated or unstated.

-Relevant comparisons may form the backbone of a review. 

More information is available on pages 198-200. Your audience should be someone who has never been exposed to your topic, so remember, the more detail and description, the better. Write as if your reader knows absolutely nothing about your subject. 

Some things to think about:

· Take notes during this film!  Unless you want to rent this movie again (and you should because it’s a wonderful film) pay close attention to plot and character.  We will be watching this movie the way we read an analytical text.  This movie is for more than your entertainment (although it certainly is entertaining).

· Try to decide early on which character you want to write about – the movie can be viewed from many points of view.

· Keep in mind our exercises on thesis – try to avoid “dead” thesis statements like, “Royal neglected his children.”  Also avoid opinion based theses such as, “It’s wrong for Richie and Margot to be in love.”

What am I supposed to accomplish?

Since all evaluation stems from what are essentially subjective value judgments, a tension always exists between our desire to prove our point and our need or willingness to learn more about a subject. By the time you complete writing this review, you should be able to answer the following questions about your topic: What’s my take on this? Do I see this the way most other people do? All things considered, what’s most convincing here? What’s least convincing? What do I see that supports what I believe? What do I see that complicated or contradicts what I believe? You should be able to interweave your judgment on a topic with some relevant criteria and provide a strong foundation for your opinion.
Are there any specifications?

This paper should be four to six pages, typed, and double-spaced in 12 point font with one-inch margins. It is due on Tuesday, March 28th. 

Tuesday, March 14th
Receive Assignment Sheet, Discuss, Watch first half of The Royal Tenenbaums
Thursday, March 16th

Watch second half of the movie/ Discuss
Tuesday, March 21st

Peer Review = Bring 3 copies of your draft/Schedule

                                                Conferences

Thursday, March 23rd

Individual Conferences
Tuesday, March 28th

Papers Due via email to andrea.l.karn@wmich.edu
