Hints for Writing the Introduction
1. You can begin with some general statements that gradually lead to your thesis:

Students face all kinds of problems when they start college. Some students struggle with a lack of basic math skills; others have never learned to write a term paper. Students who were stars in high school have to cope with begin just another social security number at a large institution. Students with small children have to find a way to be good parents and good students, too. Although all these problems are common, I found an even more typical conflict. My biggest problem in college was learning to organize my time. 

2. You can begin with a quotation that smoothly leads to your thesis. The quotation can be from someone famous, or it can be an old saying. It can be something your mother always told you, or it can be a slogan from an advertisement or the words of a song. 
            

Everybody has heard the old saying, “Time flies,” but I never 

                        really thought about that statement until I started college. I expected  

                        college to challenge me with demanding course work. I expected it to  

                        it to excite me with the range of people I would meet. I even thought it 

                        might amuse me with the fun and intrigue of dating and romance. But I 

                        never expected college to exhaust me. I was surprised to discover that my  

                        biggest problem in college was learning to organize my time.

3. You can tell a story as a way of leading into your thesis. You can open with the story of something that happened to you or to someone you know.
My friend Phyllis is two years older than I am, so she started college before I did. When Phyllis came home from college for the Thanksgiving weekend, I called her with plans for fun, but Phyllis told me she planned to spend most of the weekend sleeping. I didn’t understand her when she told me she was worn out. When I started college myself, I understood her perfectly. Phyllis was a victim of that old college ailment: not knowing how to handle time. I developed the same disease. My biggest problem in college was learning to organize my time. 
4. You can explain why the topic is worth writing about. Explaining could mean  

       giving some background on the topic, or it could mean discussing why the  

       topic is an important one. 
I do not remember a word of what was said during my freshman  orientation, and I wish I did. I am sure somebody somewhere warned me about the problems I would face in college. I am sure somebody talked about getting organized. Unfortunately, I didn’t listen, and I had to learn the hard way. I hope other students will listen and learn and be spared my hard lesson and my big problem. My biggest problem in college was learning to organize my time. 
5. You can use one or more questions to lead into your thesis. This can be a question   

     that will be answered by your thesis or one that will grab the reader’s attention  

     and move toward your thesis. 
Have you ever stayed up all night to study for an exam, then fallen asleep at dawn and slept right through the time of the exam? If you have, then you were probably the same kind of college student I was. I was the student who always ran into class three minutes late, the one who begged for an extension on the term paper, the one who pleaded with the teacher to postpone the test. I just could not get things done on schedule. My biggest problem in college was learning to organize my time. 
6. You can open with a contradiction of your main point as a way of attracting the   

  reader’s interest and leading to your thesis. You can begin with an idea that is   

  the opposite of what you will say in your thesis. The opposition of your opening   

  and your thesis creates interest. 
People who knew me in my freshman year probably felt really sorry for me. They saw a girl with dark circles under her bloodshot eyes, and a girl who was always racing from one place to another. Those people probably thought I was exhausted from overwork. But they were wrong. My problem in college was definitely not too much work; it was the way I handled my work. My biggest problem in college was learning to organize my time. 
Hints for Writing the Conclusion
1. You can restate your thesis in new words.

Even when I was a child, I did not like being told what to do. I wanted to be my old boss. When I grew up, I figured that the best way to be my won boss was to own my own business. I thought that being in charge would be easy. I now know how difficult being an independent businessperson can be. Independent business owners have to be smart, highly motivated, and hard-working. 

The thesis, underlined above, is the sentence that you can restate in your own conclusion. Your task is to keep the point but put it in different words. 

People who own their own business have to be harder on themselves than any employer would ever be. Their success is their own responsibility; they cannot blame company policy or rules because they set the policy and make the rules. If the business is to succeed, their intelligence, drive, and effort are essential. 
2. You can make a judgment, valuation, or recommendation. Instead of simply   

      restating your point, you can end by making some comment on the issue you’ve  

      described or the problem you’ve illustrated. 

People often dream of owning their own business. Dreaming is easy, but the reality is tough. Those who want to succeed in their own venture should find a role model. Studying a role model would teach them know-how, ambition, and constant effort lead to success. 

3. You can conclude by framing your essay. To do this, tie your essay together neatly by using something from your introduction as a way of concluding. When you take an example, or a question, or even a quotation from your first paragraph and refer to it in your last paragraph, you are framing your essay. In this case, reread the introduction paragraph provided under number one in this section. 
Children who do not like to take directions may think that being their own boss will be easy. Adults who try to start a business soon discover that they must be totally self-directed; that is, they must be strong enough to keep learning, to keep pushing forward, and to keep working. 
