THE 5 BASIC BRUSH STROKES
As found in

Image Grammar by H. Noden
1). The Participle


Defined as an –ing verb that is tagged onto the beginning or end of a sentence.  A participle evokes action and makes the reader feel as if they are a part of the experience.


Modify this sentence using participles:

The baby cried.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2). The Absolute

Is a two-word combination (a noun and an –ing or –ed verb) added onto a sentence.  An absolute also enhances action of the image and makes it more dynamic.

Modify this sentence using absolutes:



The man walked across the street.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3). The Appositive


Is a noun that adds a second image to a preceding noun.  Use of appositives can expand the reader’s sensory details of an image or provide clarity. 


Modify this sentence using appositives:

The monkey climbed a tree.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4). Adjectives Shifted Out of Order

When adjectives follow the noun instead of preceding it, a spotlight on the image is created, amplifying the details of the image.


Modify this sentence by adding adjectives after the noun:



My roommate continued to complain.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5). Action Verbs


By not using a passive voice and reducing the use of being verbs, writers can energize action images.


Modify this sentence by eliminating the passive voice:



The kitten was resting quietly.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

