Final Portfolio

You will turn in your final portfolio of writing for this class on Thursday, December 6th during our regularly scheduled class time. Since your papers count as 40% of your total grade, I don’t think I have to spend much time reminding you of its importance. 

The portfolio must include all four papers you’ve worked on in this course. These pages must include a one to two-page Portfolio Review (details on back). The other pages will consist of revised, final, polished versions of the four essays. The only case in which you will not submit all four is if you didn’t submit one of them for the original grading, and you know who you are. 

Here’s what you must turn in on December 6th:

· All 4 papers (even if you chose not to change some of them), proofread and as-perfect-as-you-can-get-them  (highlighting all changes you made that are more than four words)
· A 1-2-page Portfolio Review

· Evaluation drafts of all previous essays with my written feedback

· Works Cited page for research paper 

*** Put everything listed above in a pocket folder or binder (don’t include anything else) ***

You don’t need to turn in peer review drafts.

Here’s what I’ll look at when evaluating your portfolio:

· What is the quality of writing, including its content, focus, organization, style, and mechanics?

· Have your papers undergone sincere revision since the last draft, or are you just handing me the same paper?

· Is the portfolio presented in a professional manner? 

· Clean folder and printout

· Free of typos

· All papers with titles

· All papers with writer’s name, date, etc.

· Normal-sized margins and type

· No odd fonts

All portfolios will be graded and ready for pick-up in our final exam time: Tuesday, December 11th at 7:15 p.m. If you have any questions about your grade, you can ask them at this time. 

Portfolio Review

This 1-2-page paper, written in the first-person, will answer the question “How does this portfolio reflect my abilities as a writer?” 

This polished piece of writing should explain to me how you’ve grown as a writer, and it should, in a way, give me directions for reading your portfolio. Refer to specific papers and describe the writing so that I know to pay particular attention to those areas when reading.

Also feel free to write about any of the following:

· How the quality of your writing has changed in regards to content, organization, style, focus, etc. 

· How this portfolio illustrates your ability to work through the process of writing (idea generating, revising, editing, peer review, etc.)

· Other areas of growth

· Particular aspects of the portfolio you’re most proud of and why

· Which paper that you wrote this semester is the strongest and why?

· Which was the worst and why?

· What proofreading activity worked well for you?

· What did you find most helpful this semester? (Anything that comes to mind)

· What did you find least helpful?

· What did the instructor well that was helpful to you?

· What did the instructor do that didn’t work? 

Though this review will be more informal than your other essays, it is still an integral part of your portfolio, and thus should be a persuasive representation of good writing. Like any essay, pay attention to your introduction and conclusion. Give specific examples. Be descriptive. (You’ve heard all this before...)

A Final Note on Assembling the Portfolio

When you turn in your pocket folder, I want it arranged in a specific way. (Nit picky? You got it.)

The left pocket should hold all of your evaluation drafts (the ones with my written feedback). The essays should be arranged with paper #1 at the front and paper #5 at the back.

The right pocket should hold your Portfolio Review on top. Behind that should be all final drafts of your essays, with paper #1 coming first and paper #5 coming last.

Good luck. Talk to me if you have questions. And let this portfolio be a showcase of your talents as a writer.
