Project Four:  Ethnography Project

ENGL 1050  
Instructors: Kristin Denslow (kristindenslow@hotmail.com)

Andrea Stemaly (andrea.l.karn@wmich.edu)

Joyce R. Walker  (reenste@gmail.com or joyce.walker@wmich.edu)
Project Description:
Ethnography is a method of studying and learning about a person or group of people. 

For this paper you will become an ethnographer and give your definition of what you think constitutes a particular group of people, reporting your finding in an ethnographic genre.  You will study a small group of subjects in their own environment and observe the cultural nuances of this group.  Your job is to identify, describe, and analyze either a group you belong to or one that you are interested in learning more about. You might look at ways in which the group members communicate with each other and outsiders. How do they dress? How is the group structured? Is there a leader? What behaviors are unique to this specific group and what do these behaviors tell you about its members? What is the habitat (gathering place) of the group? What kind of artifacts do group members surround themselves with? Does the group have any symbols? What do they mean? Really anything that helps the reader gain a better understanding of the group’s culture and why its members behave in a certain way is relevant to this paper. 
By choosing certain behaviors and objects listed above to focus on, you will be providing your own personal definition of your chosen group. Since everyone has a different idea of what a term means there is no right or wrong answer. For example, when someone says the word “family”, one person thinks of a happy group consisting of a mother, father, two children, and maybe even a dog while another person can hear the same word and think of nothing but a negative connotation since their own family situation was not ideal- The supporting points will simply consist of your observations and analysis and how you “define” this particular group of people. 
In addition to focusing on your findings, you will also decide upon a venue (in this case, where you would envision your ethnography being printed) for your paper. Your selection of this venue, and the anticipated audience, will alter the tone, style, layout, and design of your paper. Utilizing the design experience you gained from Project 3, consider how writing your paper different formats and designs can alter the overall impression and appeal of your piece. 
Project Goals: 
This project seeks to help you begin to detect ethnocentrism in yourselves, to gain an understanding of the varieties of cultural systems, and to see your own society as simply one example of shapes a society can take. Whether you choose to write about a particular segment of society that is already familiar to you or you extend yourself to studying a new group, the goal is that you will begin to view the members in a new, unbiased perspective along with gaining a newfound respect and appreciation for the variances in society. 
Project Components:



	Project Proposal
	1 page (typed) describing your project, including the subculture you will be observing and a brief description of form of research you might conduct. This is due on Tuesday, April 8th.

	Observation Activity
	The one page mini-ethnography is due in class on Tuesday, April 10th. 


	Research Activity
	A one paragraph discussion of which venue your ethnography will appear in is due in class on Thursday, April 10th 


Project Portfolio:  Remember that ALL of the “projects light” as well as the project itself need to be included in your project portfolio (except if you miss the day a projects light is discussed in class you can’t include it). So be sure to keep copies of all of the work that you do. The best way to make sure that you don’t forget anything is to keep everything together in one packet.

Author’s Notes:  Your author’s notes for this project should include the following

· A description of the particular subculture you are observing indicating what form of research was completed and how it was done. For example, if you wrote about a group you were previously unfamiliar with, did you gain information by simply observing them from a distance or did you conduct interviews? If you conducted interviews, how and where did you conduct the interviews? Anything you did/observed/researched in order to collect information for this project should be documented. 
· Notes on how your impression of this subculture has altered, at all, while writing the paper. 
· A work hours summary

Grading Criteria: As usual, we will work as a class to develop grading criteria. Here are some general categories to consider:
· Suitable selection of a particular subculture
· Development of particular aspects, or definitions of chosen subculture
· Indication of research, whether traditional or in person, concerning subculture
· Consideration of design, audience, and placement
Due Dates & Importance Activities:   
 
· Project Proposal 


Tuesday, April 8th 

· Observation Activity


Thursday, April 10th 
· Research Activity


Thursday, April 10th 
· Rough Draft


Tuesday, April 15th
· Project Deadline


Thursday, April 17th
Readings, Activities, and Due Dates:   

	Date
	Stuff Due (this means the things in this category are what should be complete and ready the beginning of this class-date on the left)
	Activities that Day (this is just a general outline of what we’ll be doing each day – it’s subject to change)

	Thursday, April 3rd
	· Read-Doing Ethnography: Studying Everyday Life

· Read-Ethnographic Writing Research: writing it down, writing it up, and reading it

· LiveJournal Entries 


	· LiveJournal Discussion

· Discuss readings
· Groups Present Project 3


	Tuesday, April 8
	· Project Proposal 


	· Review Sample Ethnographies
· Observation Activity

· Research venues for ethnography

	Thursday, April 10
	· Research Activity
· LiveJournal Entries 

· Page concerning Observation Activity


	· Live Journal Discussion

· Work on developing ethnography based on chosen venue

	Tuesday, April 15
	· Draft due for peer review
	· Peer Review

	Thursday, April 17
	· LiveJournal Entries 

· Project 4 due


	· Live Journal discussion

· Discussion of Project 4
· Discussion of Final Exam


