Writing Assignment #1: Analyzing a Local Culture
Ethnography is a method of studying and learning about a person or group of people. 

For this paper you will become an ethnographer. You will study a small group of subjects in their own environment. You will observe the culture of this group.  Your job is to identify, describe, and analyze a group you belong to. You might look at ways in which the group members communicate with each other and outsiders. How do they dress? How is the group structured? Is there a leader? What behaviors are unique to this specific group and what do these behaviors tell you about its members? What is the habitat (gathering place) of the group? What kind of artifacts do group members surround themselves with? Does the group have any symbols? What do they mean? Really anything that helps the reader gain a better understanding of the group’s culture and why its members behave in a certain way is relevant to this paper.

In order to present your ethnography, you may either be a member of the group you are observing, thus giving an insider’s perspective, or just have an interest in a group you are not very familiar with, and therefore present the piece from an outsider’s perspective.
The paper will be written in a newspaper article, informative, style of writing, and be mindful of the stance, and the tone used to present your particular stance, throughout the piece. Also, consider the media, or design, that might be used. For example, should a particular font be used for the title? Would the use of a picture add anything to the group you’re presenting? Keep these topics in mind. 

Requirements

· 2-3 page paper (article)
· Must have credible and supportable thesis statement

· Must be written with a specific audience in mind (We will cover this in class.)

· Must be written with the purpose of informing your audience about this particular group

· Must adhere to a particular genre (newspaper format)

Due Dates:





Peer Review = Bring 3 Copies of your Draft/Schedule Conferences



Individual Email Conferences with the Instructor






Paper is Due In Class via Email to stemalya@kellogg.edu 
