Discovering the Deep, or Invisible, Web

In our effort to track down information on the Web, we employ an arsenal of tools. We may browse the handpicked sites of a directory like Yahoo! or the results of a search engine like Google. Some cast an even wider net by using metasearch tools like Search.com or ixquick. And yet we still don't always find what we need. 

This material has been referred to as the Hidden Internet, the Deep Web or the Invisible Web. The Invisible Web is comprised of information stored in databases. Spiders and robots cannot enter these databases. 

"It's as if they've run smack into the entrance of a massive library with securely bolted doors," Sherman said. "Spiders can record the library's address, but can tell you nothing about the books, magazines or other documents."

What else makes up the Invisible Web? 

· Non-HTML files (PDF files, etc.) 

· Webbed databases 

· Sites requiring registration or login 

· Archives (newspapers and magazines, etc.) 

· Dynamically created Web pages 

· The content of databases accessible on the Web. Databases contain information stored in tables created by such programs as Access, Oracle, SQL Server and DB2. Information stored in databases is accessible only by query. This is distinct from static, fixed Web pages, which are documents that can be accessed directly. A significant amount of valuable information on the Web is generated from databases. In fact, it has been estimated that content on the deep Web may be 500 times larger than the fixed Web. 
· Non-textual files such as multimedia files, graphical files, software, and documents in formats such as Portable Document Format (PDF). 
Here is a listing of deep web sites to get you started in your search. 
Invisible Web Search Engine of Search Engines 
www.invisibleweb.com
CompletePlanet




www.completeplanet.com
Invisible-web.net




invisible-web.net

Direct Search





www.freepint.com/gary/direct.htm
Librarians Index to the Internet


lii.org

Search Adobe PDF




searchpdf.abode.com

