Writing Assignment #3: Critical Analysis-Images of the Good Life
About 150 years ago Henry David Thoreau exhorted people to live simply. “The mass of men lead lives of quiet desperation,” he claimed, because of their quest for money or power. “Simplify, simplify, simplify” he urged (Walden). Certainly our lives are dramatically different than Thoreau’s was in the 1850’s. One might say that our society’s motto has become “complicate, complicate, complicate”, or even “consume, consume, consume”!
For this paper you will analyze a collection of images of the “good life.” TV and magazine advertisements give us images that advertisers hope will promote the sales of products. Hollywood gives us stories that often elaborately portray what we perceive as the good life. Select at least two current portrayals of a lifestyle that you feel represents good living. The portrayals can be found in newspapers, magazines, on a bulletin board, online, on television, pretty much anything you can think of. Just keep in mind that you need to be able to bring the ad to class. So if you find one in a magazine, just rip the ad out, but if you’re using a commercial, you need to bring a laptop in and be able to show it. Analyze these portrayals for their explicit and implicit depictions of U.S.A. culture. From your careful analysis you will be able to make interesting interpretations.

Think about these things when making your evaluation:

· What’s the purpose of the ad? What’s it trying to sell?

· Who is the audience that the ad is trying to reach? Do you think it’s successful?

· What does the advertisement already assume the audience knows?

· Is the ad visually engaging? Does it catch your eye? Why?

· Does it have a tag line? If so, how does it help persuade the reader?

· Are there a lot of words? Does it have too much text, or not enough?

· What is the tone of the ad? Do you think it’s the right tone, considering the product?

· Is there anything about the ad that could “turn someone off” from the product?

· Do the images and words work well together? Why or why not?

· Are there other characteristics of the ad that help it to persuade?

· Humor

· Shock-value

· Endorsement by celebrity... statistics

Requirements:

•
3-5 pages typed, double-spaced.  Include descriptions of what we see in these images as evidence for your interpretations. One of your goals will be to help your readers see what they hadn’t noticed before.

•
List of sources—title and date of shows viewed, title and date of periodicals used

•
Include any ads(print or media) or printouts of web pages

Due Dates

Tuesday, February 14th
Receive Assignment Sheet and Discuss

Thursday, February 23rd
Peer Review-Bring 3 Copies to Class
Tuesday, March 7th
Conferences in the Miller Auditorium
Thursday, March 9th
Final copy due via email to andrea.l.karn@wmich.edu by noon
