Comparing and Contrasting

Comparison is the paragraph development strategy involving finding similarities between two things while contrasting is the development strategy involving finding differences between two things. Regardless whether the paragraph is focused on comparing or contrasting, there are two ways to organize the paper.

1. Whole-to-Whole Approach-the supporting paragraphs are divided by subject-first the points about Subject A are listed and then all of the points about Subject B
I. Intro

II. Ad A

a. Supporting Point #1 (Text)
b. Supporting Point #2 (Product Placement)

c. Supporting Point #3 (Assumption of Audience)
III. Ad B

a. Supporting Point #1 (Text)
b. Supporting Point #2 (Product Placement)
c. Supporting Point #3 (Assumption of Audience)
IV. Conclusion
2. Point-by-Point Approach-the supporting paragraphs are divided by points-the first point is made and both subjects are compared within the paragraph, then the second point is made and both subjects are compared, etc. 
I. Intro

II. Supporting Point #1 (Text)

a. Ad A

b. Ad B

III. Supporting Point #2 (Product Placement)

a. Ad A 

b. Ad B

IV. Supporting Point #3 (Assumption of Audience)

a. Ad A 

b. Ad B

      V.      Conclusion

