Cause and Effect


 People are generally curious; they want to know why something happened, is happening, or could happen.  People are also generally interested in the results of some event or action.  Analysis of reasons(causes or factors) or results (effects, disadvantages, benefits, impact, or consequences) is causal analysis which can be used to develop a portion or all of a composition. 



 Causes
Writers can trace the causes of an effect--such as the causes of cancer, the reasons for the Revolutionary War, or the reasons Johnny can't write.  In an essay that traces causes, the writer must make clear the differences between the immediate causes and distant causes.  Perhaps the writer will also consider possible or probable causes; of course, it is necessary to inform readers that they are not definite causes. 

 Here are some topics that can be developed by analyzing the causes of an effect:  Why do so many teenagers commit suicide? Why do Americans fear old age?  Why do many people like (dislike) the profession they have chosen?  Why is Lake Erie so polluted?  What are the reasons people smoke?  What are the social factors leading to obesity?  Why is the ............ (nearly) extinct today?  Why are our prisons overcrowded?  Why the .............. is the best team in the ...................League. 

To develop an essay from effect to causes, first  writers might discuss the effect (problem, situation) briefly.  Then they should explain all the significant causes. 




Example Outline 

The following outline is one that will analyze causes of  Ireland's potato famine in the 1840s.

 Introduction 
  

Thesis sentence -- The Irish famine, which brought about hardship and tragedy, was caused and prolonged by four basic factors:  the failure of the potato crop, the landlord-tenant system, errors in government policy, and the long-standing prejudice of the British toward Ireland. 

Body 
  

	 I.  Failure of the potato crop 
 II.  Tenants' position on the land 
 III.  Unstable economy 
 IV.  British prejudice against the Irish
	Note: the causes are listed 
most immediate to most remote.


Conclusion 

(This essay begins on page 293 of Patterns for College Writers, Kirszner and Mandell, 6th edition.) 
  



 Effects
Writers can trace the effects of a cause--such as the results of drug use in our society, the changes personal computers have wrought in our lives, the benefits of jogging, the advantages of living on campus, or the disadvantages of a small high school.  In an essay that analyzes the effects of a cause, the writer tells what has happened or what will happen as a result of an event.  It is important to distinguish between immediate effects, ultimate effects, and possible effects. 

Here are some topics that can be developed through cause to effect analysis:  Effects of crime on society.  How the media affect election results.  How the Internet affects business men. The effects of excessive alcohol use. 
  

	Note: 

 effect -- n.   anything brought about by a cause or agent;  result 

 affect -- vt.  to have an effect on; produce a change in 
 





To develop an essay from cause to effect, a writer may first briefly explain the cause. 

Example Outline
The following outline is one that organizes an analysis of the negative effects of acid rain: 

 Detrimental Acid Rain
Introduction 
 Get attention of reader.  Thesis sentence: Man-made acid rain is disrupting the ecosystems of lakes, damaging land, and harming plant and animal species. 

Body 

   I.  Causes of Acid rain 
  II.  Effects of Acid Rain 
  A.  On lakes 
  B.  On land 
  C.  On living species 
   1.  Plants 
   2.  Animals 

Conclusion 
(Last sentence only) 
 Unless man stops polluting the air or controls pollution, he will continue to cause acid precipitation, and the harmful effects will continue. 



 Development of Essays with Causal Analysis Essays
 Each paragraph will need to be developed with factual details and examples.   Use concrete examples and  statements of fact or statistics to support generalizations you have made.  Quote authoritative sources to give your paper credence.  Make sure that you use quotation marks to show groups of words borrowed  from another's work, and cite the sources of facts and statistics. 



 Transitions in Causal Analysis
Items in a series:  first, second, third, for one thing, for another 

For showing causes:  because, because of, since, for, one cause (reason) is, another reason is 

For showing effect:  as a result, consequently, later, a (one) result of this is, a second (another) result of this is, so, therefore, thus 



 Thesis Sentences for Causal Analysis
 Once you have decided on a topic and on the type of analysis (of causes or of effects), you will need to formulate a thesis sentence which will probably be the last sentence in the introduction.  The thesis should state the analysis plan and perhaps mention the number of causes or effects you plan to discuss.  Following are some appropriate thesis sentences for causal analysis essays: 

 1.  Since I started jogging a year ago, I've discovered that it results in at least five physical and mental benefits. 

 2.  The Rh factor in an Rh-negative mother who carries an Rh-positive fetus has one main effect on the mother and three effects on the fetus. 

 3.  Alcohol withdrawal and feeding difficulties may plague the newborn infant of an alcoholic mother. 

 4.  Man may exterminate wolves from the entire earth within a few years by trapping, snaring, and poisoning them. 

 5.  There are three major social factors that contributed to Americans' obesity in the 1990s. 

 6.  British laws that prohibited the settlement of the Ohio Territory, that forced the quartering of British soldiers, and that taxed colonists without representation led to the beginning of the Revolutionary War. 
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