Project Three:  Analysis Project

Project Description:  Students will choose to focus on an analysis of their choice. . After conducting research into this analysis, participants will write an analysis in a similar style.

Project Goals: The Norton Field Guide offers a good starting point. Chapter seven offers the reader a concise formula for writing analysis papers. The NFG does not, however, take into account the multitude of styles and forms of varying analytical topics. Instead, the textbook condenses all analysis to a few short rules. The NFG fails to consider the complexity of the issue of analysis. Each type of analysis requires a different form of writing – consider the difference between a market analysis and a film analysis; a budget analysis and a language analysis; a legal analysis and a poetry analysis. 

I am not so concerned with the type of analysis paper a student may choose to write. Instead, I’m concerned with the process of classifying, defining, and writing within a genre, whose rules are often never explicitly stated by members of the field. This project goes beyond the simple writing of a paper; students will be researching, exploring, and defining a type of writing. Then, students will endeavor to write within the unspoken, yet often strict, rules of a genre of analysis. 

Students will begin this project by identifying a type of analysis of interest. It is not required to write an analysis stemming from your major field, but this may be a good place to start. Participants will then conduct research to guide the writing of this style of analysis. What are the “rules” of the genre (both spoken and unspoken)? How do participants in the field express their ideas? This research may include close readings of examples of the genre, conducting library research, or contacting individuals involved in the academic writing of the field. After conducting this research, participants will create a brief “Idiot’s Guide” to writing in the genre. The project will culminate with a paper written in the style of the analysis genre. It is important to note that participants will be graded based on their adherence to the rules set up in the “How to” Guide.

Notes:  

(1) The format and structure the NFG uses for its genre descriptions may be inadequate for your needs as you move into genres that are very different from the kinds NFG describes. This fact should illustrate for you the limitations of genre as a way to describe the world. Dividing texts up this way does create nice, tidy boundaries, and it allows you to describe something clearly (what it looks like, what it does, what it is used for), but creating rigid genre boundaries can fail to be helpful when you are trying to compose something that is very new, or doesn’t have fixed boundaries that control what it can be.

Overall, the goals for this project do not rely solely on the product. This project should lead to discussions of asking questions in writing in order to determine how and why things are written. We will consider how one might investigate a style of writing, looking not only at formatting, but also subtle grammar, vocabulary, and stylistic concerns. Finally, we will be practicing ways of analyzing texts in various forms which are not limited to just literary analysis.

Idea Generation: We will begin the project by looking at the Norton Field Guide description of analysis papers. A good place to start your project is investigating the type of analytical writing that goes on in your major field, especially considering that, in the future, this is a field you will most likely write in. The idea generation of this project will involve a little research and investigation, but it will pay off with a well-informed project. 

At the same time, it is not required that you look at writing in your field. Both film and music analyses, for example, are seen both in and out of the academy and could lead to an interesting paper topic. 
Analysis Projects:



	Analysis Skills Activity

	Does analysis = opinion? This exercise will allow you to practice analyzing texts, and then study how others might view the same text. You will write a 1 page (typed) reflection on the relationship between analysis and opinion to be included in your project portfolio.


	Defining/Describing Exercise
	This exercise will allow students to practice skills of defining and describing based on the NFG descriptions.


	Research Exercise
	In-class activity to plan out the research of this project.



	Project Proposal
	1 page (typed) describing your project, including the type of analysis you are conducting and a brief description of the research you might conduct.

	Explaining Processes Activity
	For this activity, groups will explore how to explain a process, in anticipation of the Idiot’s Guide that will be included in your writing project.



Project Portfolio:  ALL of the “project activities” as well as the project itself need to be included in your project portfolio. So be sure to keep copies of all of the work that you do. The best way to make sure that you don’t forget anything is to keep everything together in one packet.
Grading Criteria: The class will develop the final grading rubric for this project. It may be useful to consider the following ideas, however, in the planning of your project:
· The selection of an appropriate type of analysis.
· The quality and quantity of examples studied in the creation of the Idiot’s Guide.

· The author’s careful examination and use of examples of writing in the genre.

· The author’s ability to apply the research, resulting in an effective style.

· Grammatical correctness, appropriate sentence structure, style, and voice (though the application of these ideas may vary based on the type of analysis being conducted).
Due Dates & Importance Activities:   
 
· Analysis Skills Activity


Tuesday, February 26th 
· Defining/Describing Exercise

Thursday, February 28th 
· Research Exercise



Tuesday, March 11th 
· Project Proposal



Thursday, March 13th 
· Explaining Processes Exercise

Tuesday, March 18th 
· Reading & Research Quiz I

Tuesday, March 18th 
· 1st Draft Peer  Review


Tuesday, March 25th 
· Project Final Deadline 


Tuesday, April 1st  
Readings, Activities, and Due Dates:   

	Date
	Stuff Due (this means the things in this category are what should be complete and ready the beginning of this class-date on the left)
	Activities that Day (this is just a general outline of what we’ll be doing each day – it’s subject to change)

	Thursday, February 26th 
	· Peer Review for Paper #2


	· Introduce Project Two

· Begin Analysis Skills Activity



	Thursday, February 28th 
	· READING: NFG “Analyzing a Text” (chapter 7, 39-59); “Parallel Worlds” (chapter 51, 519-524); “Lurid Numbers on Glossy Pages!” (525-530)

	· Discuss readings

· Defining/Describing Activity

	Tuesday, March 11th 
	· READING: NFG “Defining/Describing” (chapters 33-34, 275-293)
· Defining/Describing Activity

· READING: Please see the following websites: 
· “What is an Academic Paper?” http://www.dartmouth.edu/~writing/materials/student/ac_paper/what.shtml

· “How to write Consistently Boring Scientific Literature” http://www.scribd.com/doc/63957/How-to-write-Consistently-Boring-Scientific-Literature


	· Research Exercise



	Thursday, March 13th 
	· READING: NFG “Explaining Processes” (chapter 36, 299-303)
	· Project Proposal

· Create Project Criteria

	Tuesday, March 18th 
	
	· Explaining Processes Exercise

· Reading & Research Quiz



	Thursday, March 20th 
	
	

	Tuesday, March 25th 
	· Peer Review
	


