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English 1050-Thought and Writing
Instructor:     Andrea Stemaly

Office:            813 Sprau Tower
E-Mail:           stemalya@kellogg.edu
Phone:            (269) 965-3931 ext. 2275
Office Hours: Arranged As Needed
Course Description
Thought and Writing builds upon the skills you have already developed in critical thinking and writing. Particularly, we will focus on careful analysis of ideas, images, stories, and texts, examining how analysis leads to interpretation. The papers you will write will articulate your analysis and interpretation in prose that meets the expectations of an academic audience. In short, we will think, read, and write a lot. Broad goals for you in the course include:

-Developing dexterity with writing processes of generating, drafting, revising, 
  
  editing, and proofreading.


-Adapting your writing for academic readers by incorporating suggestions from 
   
  your peers and instructor. 


-Developing skill at writing papers that present and elaborate on ideas.

Text and Materials
(2006) The Norton Field Guide to Writing with Readings
$ 5 Fee Card

Attendance Requirements
A student's successful completion of the course, as well as their mastery of the material, depends on regular attendance and on diligence in completing the assignments both in and out of class. However, it is understood that students may have to miss class due to illness and/or unforeseeable scheduling conflicts. Therefore, three absences during the semester are permitted without penalty, but for each additional absence the student will lose 3% points. In addition, students who miss three class periods within one paper cycle will not be allowed to submit that paper. Also, students are responsible for obtaining their own missed work. If it is necessary to miss a class, please contact me as soon as possible so you know what needs to be done and won’t fall behind. Writing assignments are scheduled well in advance; therefore, you are responsible for completing these tasks on time. 

Course Requirements
Papers


You will need to write four papers and several short in-class writing assignments. That means you will need to devote serious attention to this course from the first day. Class periods will be focused on helping you develop ideas, pinning them on to the page, then revising and editing your words. In order to learn well, thus do well, you will need to plan on 3-4 hours each day of continued work outside of class and some time over the weekends. Except for the Portfolio Analysis, papers will be worked through multiple drafts: one for peer reading, one for conferences, one for instructor commentary and evaluation (with the first grade being received at this point), and a chance for revision for the portfolio (with the second grade being given at this point-the final grade will be the average of the two paper grades). You will be expected to revise these drafts as you receive commentary from your peers and instructor, so that your portfolio drafts will represent your best writing.

Since working through drafts and learning to critique and revise is a critical component of this course, I reserve the right to not accept a paper for evaluation or the portfolio if I have not seen earlier drafts or those drafts do not reflect revision.


Attached to this syllabus is a copy of Western's policy on academic honesty. Note particularly that it is against Western's policy to submit a paper written for one class to another class. This means that if you have taken 1050 before, papers you may have used for that class are not eligible for use in this course. 


Late work isn't an option. We will be moving rapidly from one draft to another, one paper to another. If you must miss a class period when a paper is due, it is your responsibility to email it to me through an attached file on or before the class period. If for some reason, the paper is still late, 20 points will automatically be deducted from the paper grade. 

If you fail to submit a paper, it will lower your overall grade by a full letter grade. For example, if your grade would have been a B/A, it will now be a C/B.
Portfolio

The work in this class culminates in the presentation of a final portfolio of polished writing on the last day of class. Included in this portfolio will be the listed items:


- A 2-3 page analysis of the contents of the portfolio


- Revised versions of every paper you choose to modify

- Evaluation drafts of each of the essays written for this class
Student Evaluation Criteria
The criteria for evaluating the quality of the papers will be discussed at a future date. The

final grade will be weighted as follows:
     Papers                  
      70%

     Daily Work            
       20%

     Attendance and Participation 10%

Grading
93-100%     A
72-77%     C

88-92%       B/A
68-71%     D/C

82-87%       B                          60-67%     D

78-81%       C/B                      59%-down E
Academic Integrity
You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the polices and procedures in the Undergraduate (pp. 274-276) [Graduate (pp. 26-28)] Catalog that pertain to Academic Integrity. These policies include cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, plagiarism, complicity and computer misuse. If there is reason to believe you have been involved in academic dishonesty, you will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. You will be given the opportunity to review the charge(s). If you believe you are not responsible, you will have the opportunity for a hearing. You should consult with me if you are uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior to the submission of an assignment or test. 

