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What form of theory should the ideal introductory composition classroom be based upon? Should the class follow more of a composition, a literature, or a combination of the two, a sort of a “typical English” approach? What sort of background is needed for one to teach such a course: English, Education, or English Education? Does it matter?

These questions are all ones faced by not only new instructors, but also seasoned teachers as well. However, the process of understanding, sifting, and gauging the complexities and validities of these varieties of concepts, let alone applying it in the most effective manner, is a daunting task-particularly for those with less classroom experience. Therefore, I, along with two fellow graduate student presenters, Julie and Michelle, discussed the implications, ramifications, and outcomes of our experiences concerning these issues in a panel presentation session at the 2006 National Council of Teachers of English conference held in Nashville, Tennessee. Our particular group work, titled “From K-12 Teacher to Teaching Assistant: Composition Methods across Levels” was part of a larger session coined “Writing Teacher Education: Reconnecting Composition and English Education”. Jonathon Bush and Heidi Estrem, the co-chairs, led the initial discussion which summarized our entire group’s basic mission: to discuss the experiences every group had encountered concerning the split, or connection, between composition and English education with their varying level of experience. Every group, six in total, had a different spin on their particular discussion, but Julie, Michelle, and I focused on our varying teaching backgrounds, educational experiences, degrees, focuses in graduate school, and other pedagogical and extraneous training qualifications and how we approach the college composition classroom with those variances in mind.  Our session attracted a number of individuals, both rookie and veteran instructors, and we carried on a lively discussion concerning these topics as well as answered a number of questions for the other teachers in the audience. 

Presenting, listening, and learning at the this renowned national event allowed me to be a better student as well as a better instructor for it helped me to more fully understand the topics mentioned above; in addition, hearing similar conversations from more seasoned individuasl only aided in adding to these ongoing conversations that have begun in graduate school, but will no doubt, continue on in my professional career.
