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Nativism is a political stance favoring the social and economic rights of Americans born in the United State over the rights of immigrants, and this idea was prevalent in A Tree Grows in Brooklyn. The Nolans, along with the other recent immigrants in the city, were aware of the discrepancies between those who had only lived in the country for a generation and those that were four or fifth generation Americans. 

The more established members of society had reached higher levels of education, achieved greater success and socioeconomic status, and due to these gains which seemed justified based on their claimed rights as a “native”, they were treated with much more respect and almost more right to have access to the better things in life. 
________________________________________________________________________


False Consciousness is an ideology that prevents the oppressed from recognizing the means of their oppression, and quite often, the oppressed will actually adopt the oppressor’s worldview. Although the oppressed realize that things are difficult, they often don’t realize that they are actually part of the problem and tend to believe that if their station in life doesn’t improve, then it is their own fault. This ideology is portrayed in A Tree Grows in Brooklyn. Many of the recent immigrants quickly learn to adopt the vision the “natives” have of them, which is essentially Less American=More Foreign=More Poor=More Dumb. Immediately, some immigrants assume they can never overcome all insurmountable hurdles that are placed in front of them so they take the easy way out and never try to disprove this theory. After awhile, they begin to believe it themselves, and thus, they perpetuate this myth because they natives see they are living up to, or down to, their expectations. An example of this lies within the nurse that immunizes Francie Nolan. Although the nurse is from the same neighborhood, background, and socioeconomic status as Francie, she has worked hard and risen to a better station in life, at least through job and salary. However, she does not look kindly upon Francie, rather she marginalizes her to the point of nonexistence for she has bought into the notion 

concerning the status of this impoverished child that the nurse’s oppressing class has set for Francie. 
________________________________________________________________________


Manifest Destiny was first coined by Andrew Jackson supporters to explain westward movement in the United States after the Louisiana Purchases. However, the movement was not just about acquiring land but about spreading America’s ideals and beliefs concerning democracy onto those who were seen fit for self-government. Ironically, those seen fit for self-governing were only fellow Americans; any other race that this Destiny affected such as Native Americans, Mexicans, and other non-whites living in the continental U.S. at the time, were seen as incapable and therefore excluded from this movement. The lingering ramifications of this event can be seen in A Parrot in the Oven. Manny’s family, like many other Mexican-Americans, were subject to the perpetuated thought that they somehow didn’t belong in American society, even though the land had originally belonged to Mexican’s ancestors and was overtaken by the U.S. 
Government. Although the land was good enough to be seen as an asset, the people and their ideologies occupying were not. 
________________________________________________________________________


Nationalism is loyalty and devotion to a nation and a sense of national consciousness exalting one nation above all others and placing primary emphasis on promotion of its culture and interests as opposed to those of other nations. This is apparent in Brad’s character in Beacon Hill Boys. He is carrying on the mentality that is passed down to him by his parents: that adoption of everything American is the best way to go and the desire to forget about anything and everything associated with his heritage. An example of this is when he desires to change his name from the obvious Japanese surname of Inagaki to a more American sounding one. Everything that is loved by American culture is what he holds dear to him. 
_______________________________________________________________________

Systemic Oppression is how one power group dominates another through direct control and persuasive misinformation about race, ethnicity or other aspects of the oppressive group. In this case, society plays a large role in teaching the power group’s viewpoints, for it can educate a child just as much, if not more, than the child’s parents 
can. In The Bluest Eyes, Claudia, Frieda, and Pecola are taught what a little girl should look like and get a glimpse of how much they will be loved and adored if they can fit this image. They must first and foremost be white, but they must have a few other things as well. Light, straight hair, nice clothes, and blue eyes are a few other positive attributes. They are exposed to so many perceptions of this idealism through various aspects in their society: movies, advertisements, and even they way they are overlooked since they do not fit this image, that they begin to believe that this is the only way to be really loved and privileged, so they must desire this unrealistic image. 

From Possibility to Reality: The Misfortune of Growth

A bildungsroman is a novel of adolescent growth, and this growth can occur in a number of ways. First and foremost is the physical aspect, but along with that occurs the mental, emotional, spiritual, intellectual, and educational growth of the individual. Events that occur in an adolescent’s life during this time period are particularly formative: they will often be the basis of the individual’s perspective for the rest of his or her life, and this is portrayed in the novels The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison and Betty Smith’s A Tree Grows in Brooklyn which are both bildungsromans that focus on the loss of innocence and idealism through growth.
In The Bluest Eye, one of the protagonists, Pecola Breedlove, is a preadolescent about to be shaped and molded into what her gender role expects her to be. Before the reform can begin however, she still maintains the childlike innocence of endless possibility. As many individuals her age, she hopes for a better life, and to her, the ultimate way to obtain this would be to have blue eyes. Pecola has a number of things working against her: she is female, poor, African-American, from a marginalized family, and considered ugly, both by herself and others. When society places her and her family into certain classifications, below-average beauty being one of them, they accept it: “They had looked about themselves and saw nothing to contradict the statement; saw, in fact, support for it leaning at them from every billboard, every movie, every glance” (39). The advertisements and movie stars that are considered beautiful are exactly what she isn’t, and she begins to believe the idea that is consistently presented to her, which is everyone that does not fit into a certain mold of white, straight hair, and light eyes is not attractive. Pecola believes this to the extent that she begins to idolize Shirley Temple and 
lovingly discusses her: “She was a long time with the milk, and gazed fondly at the silhouette of Shirley Temple’s dimpled face. Frieda and she had a loving conversation about how cu-ute Shirley Temple was”(19). All of the propaganda society is presenting her as an adolescent and as a female are formulating her beliefs and in an innocent, hopeful manner that hadn’t yet been completely discouraged, Pecola passionately hops for a single attribute which she believes will make everything better for her in culture, 
blue eyes. Then, so she believes, she will be loved since beauty is so highly prized, particularly for women which she will soon become. 

In A Tree Grows in Brooklyn, Francie Nolan also contains the same youthful ideal that anything is possible. Although she is not as focused on fulfilling the ideal of beauty, she still looks at everything with fresh eyes and sees possibility in everything. When she enters her local library, one of her favorite spots, she sees it not as it really appears, but as only childlike innocence can. “The library was a shabby old place. Francie thought it was beautiful. The feeling she had about it was as good as the feeling she had about church”(22).Wherever she looks, her neighborhood, her family, her school, she sees possibility and a chance for renewal. 

As Pecola and Francie progress through their adolescence, they both experience a number of difficult experiences such as rape, death, poverty, and isolation that quickly force them to mature and look at their worlds through more jaded eyes. Pecola no longer outwardly wishes for blue eyes, although the internal struggle for the attainment of acceptance is still prevalent, and she fantasizes that she actually has them. However, she has been molded by systemic oppression, and placed into the box that society placed her. 

No longer does she walk around the town or play with friends, but due to the atrocities surrounding her formative years, such as the rapes and birth of a child fathered by her own father, she resigns to stay on the outskirts of town where society has happily placed her as a miscreant among them.
Francie, who experiences her own share of grief, also no longer her surroundings 
and situation in life through rose-colored glasses. After years of heart-break, disappointment, and hard-work that have forever changed her outlook, she returns to the old library for one last look before going to college, before she is almost considered an adult:

She went out and took a last long look at the shabby library. She knew she would never see it again. Eyes changed after they looked at new things. If in the years to be she were to come back, her new eyes might make everything seem different from the way she saw it now (487). 
Everything that was once fresh and new is know seen as others see it, or as the local society sees it. 

Both Pecola and Francie begin viewing life with that anything is possible, and if they wish for something long and hard enough, they can achieve it. However, the passage of time brought with it difficult life experiences which force both of them to reexamine their reality. They were both growing and maturing, but doing so in a rather restricted way that caused their caused their views of opportunity and amazement to continuously shrink until their perspectives fit those of their society surrounding them. 
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