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In Writing Partnerships: Service Learning in Composition, Thomas Deans analyzes the multitude of uses and placements of service learning within a community, using the theories of John Dewey and Paulo Friere as a basis for his discussion. He focuses on the composition theory, critical pedagogy, and rhetorical aspects that occur within the three types of service-learning assignments: writing for, about, and within the community. 
To begin his analysis, Deans focuses on the ethics of utilizing service learning and the possible benefits that can ensue when projects are carefully organized. By researching different service-learning programs occurring at colleges throughout the country, he finds that, overwhelmingly, the response and benefits for participating in such projects benefit the critical thinking and awareness of the students as well as supply immeasurable benefits to the community ventures associated with the class. However, as Dean notes, service-learning is not without flaw, and he carefully posits the actual rather than theoretical framework that this ideal learning situation can easily be placed in. In describing the interplay between unmotivated students and inexperienced instructors, he warns of the potential for disaster, and while he does not offer specific remedies for such maladies, he does provide a list of questions that any potential instructor can contemplate before beginning such an elaborate undertaking. 
In the second chapter, Service-Learning Writing Initiatives in Context, Deans ponders over what kinds of writers colleges want to encourage as he seamlessly connects the critical pedagogical theories of John Dewey and Paulo Friere into this query. He notes a growing mismatch between college writing programs and the needs of a wider community and draws upon the works and thoughts of Dewey and Friere to strengthen his case for the use of service-learning assignments. While Dewey and Friere theories do differ to an extent, Deans draws on the similarities and theories behind Dewey’s pragmatic experimentalism and Friere’s notion of praxis as a basis for the components of any service-learning endeavor. 
The main focus of Writing Partnerships is on the three different forms of service-learning, and Deans has done an effective job of examining the realistic aspects, limitations, and benefits of each form. Within each chapter, he begins the discussion with the definition of the form and then focuses on an example of each type of service-learning as it occurred within a college setting. Rather than simply focusing on the theoretical and proposed benefits, a multitude of feedback is provided from the students who participated in the projects and their perceptions of the benefits and outcomes in incorporated into the text, providing a very pragmatic look at both the positive and negative aspects of each project. 
The first form of service-learning, writing for the community, brings students into local community agencies and revolves around the students immersing themselves into their particular agency while consistently producing writing that will be of benefit to the agency or company, such as a informational brochure. For the discussion of a particular project, Deans looks at a Writing in Sports Management course that is mandatory for students majoring in Sports Management at the University of Massachusetts Amherst. Deans acknowledges the worthiness of this critical thinking expenditure by stating it is “the quickest way to adapt to the dominant rhetorics and ideologies of the workplace” but also notes the consistent challenges of using the writing for the community form such as “institutional support, the matching of student ability to project difficulty, and assessment”.
In discussing the second form of service-learning, writing about the community, Deans examines a two semester freshman composition course that occurs at Bentley College. The basis for this form of assignment consists of students providing volunteer services within the community at places such as homeless shelters and elementary schools with at-risk students and then analyzing and writing about their experiences. Deans’ overall impression of this form leans toward the optimistic as he remarks multitude of sites for the projects, value of academic and critical literacies, and the observation “that if students perform ideological analysis and critical literacy in the classroom, they will parlay that critical consciousness into concrete civic action later in their lives”.
Deans’ look at the last form of service-learning, writing with the community, is framed around the Community Literacy Center. This organization, which is a collaborative, ongoing project between Carnegie Mellon University and the Community House in Pittsburgh, fulfills the goals of this structure of learning: community literacy. Deans includes the goals of the Community Literacy Center (CLC) as discussed by the cofounder, Wayne Peck. The main objective is “first and foremost a response of urban residents to dilemmas and opportunities in their lives”, and he further elaborates by stating “community literate practices are rooted in the life struggle of urban residents and are best understood as transactions or response of people addressing dilemmas through writing”. The focus of these partnerships between students and community members is on the work and collaborative relationship produced. Most notably, as Deans observes, there is intercultural collaboration that is occurring, bringing a chance for a multifaceted learning opportunity for both the mentor and community member. One limited aspect with researching this learning community is the response of members however. Since the focal point is the work produced and not the self-reported effects of such work upon the individuals, Deans does not provide a definitive response on the benefits of this project. 
In the final chapter, prospects for service-learning in composition, Deans chronicles the possibilities and intricacies of service-learning projects and includes some course outlines and grading rubrics for his own service-learning project. He also discusses the very real possibility of the forms overlapping one another, as he finds with his own experience of connecting a writing for the community and about the community assignment. 
The remainder of the book is very helpful for anyone interested in forming a service learning assignment or simply learning about the projects that have occurred and are currently underway at colleges, universities, and community colleges around the country. Appendix A provides a plethora of course materials and student samples from various projects while Appendix B gives ample service-learning projects occurring at various schools along with contact information for each one. 

Throughout Writing Partnerships, Deans frames his discussions and research of various service-learning assignments in a very open and realistic manner while providing a myriad of project ideas, grading formats, and reasonable expectations that one needs to take into consideration when forming any service-learning project. 
