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In my brief teaching career, I have worked and contemplated various techniques in which to avoid the tediousness that I had been presented with as a composition student. As an educator in this particular field, it has been my experience that, on average, new students enter the classroom with about the same level of enthusiasm and contempt for the topic that I once carried. Composition instructors have to put in a little more effort than instructors in other fields to immediately engage students into the course, but this handicap can also be viewed as a great starting point to go beyond the typical classroom setting. One emerging theory in composition study, service-learning, is attempting to provide that starting point in an effort to fully envelope students in a way that gives purpose to the study of English. 
Teaching at a college educational level brings with it a unique set of issues. College instructors, from any field, are continuously asked, “Why is this important to me?” and, “How will this benefit me in the long run?” For a number of reasons such as limited financial resources and even more limited time constraints, students are only interested in aspects that will bring them closer to their ever present goal of attaining a degree. In Writing Partnership: Service-Learning in Composition, Thomas Deans addresses these issues and discusses this theory and how it gives instructors an answer to the questions that will inevitably rise every semester. 
While searching for a theory that will bring composition alive and serve a practical purpose as well, I had taken upon the role of introducing social issues within the constructs of writing assignments and would discuss them as well as have students formulate their own opinions and theories concerning these issues. Without realizing it, I was slowly enveloping one aspect, writing about a community, of service learning. Upon learning about this theory, the benefits of merging this theory with composition course seemed like a perfect fit. By teaching in this manner, an instructor is able to teach the key components of the study of composition under the guise of a greater good, helping some aspect of the local community. Although the community projects vary, students are actively engaged in not just some remote quest for knowledge in this field, but instead, they can actually see the results occurring right in front of them within a fairly short span of time. The more engaged they are in the project, the more likely this enthusiasm will display itself in the actual writing itself, and since the focus of the course is on larger issues than comma placement, students are more likely to engage in learning of such semantics if it will enable them to more clearly express themselves concerning the work they are doing. Service learning is a great medium in which to introduce issues, both large and small, to the student while giving a clear purpose and reason to hone writing skills. 
To learn more about this topic and to gain ideas for possible implementation into the classroom, Deans’ Writing Partnership: Service Learning in Composition provides a clear outline of this theory along with other useful features that are geared toward instructors. These include prospects for service learning, course materials and student samples, service learning contacts, and community writing course and program descriptions. This text is presented in a manner that enables the reader to garner a clear vision of the theory and how to execute it as well. The appendix is a wealth of information for further ideas and research possibilities, and Deans provides readers with the means to research other ideas and sources where his own end. 
A full review of this text will enable me to more fully develop my classroom pedagogy as well give me potential ideas for learning projects that I may be able to one day utilize within the courses I teach. 
