How can we motivate students to see the value of writing? How can we help students to ask the questions writers ask when they write? How can we expose students to diverse audiences? How can we help students to see their writing as social action? 

Writing about the community, writing for the community, and writing with the community. 




· To enhance student learning by joining theory with experience and thought with action. 

· To fill unmet needs in the community through direct service which is meaningful and necessary. 

· To enable students to help others, give of themselves, and enter into caring relationships with others. 

· To assist students to see the relevance of the academic subject to the real world. 

· To enhance the self-esteem and self-confidence of your students. 

· To develop an environment of collegial participation among students, faculty, and the community. 

· To give students the opportunity to do important and necessary work. 

· To increase the civic and citizenship skills of students. 

· To assist agencies to better serve their clients and benefit from the infusion of enthusiastic volunteers. 

· To expose students to societal inadequacies and injustices and empower students to remedy them. 

· To develop a richer context for student learning. 

· To provide cross-cultural experiences for students. 

· To better prepare students for their careers / continuing education. 

· To foster a re-affirmation of students' careers choices. 

· To keep them in class and serve as a tool for retention. 

· To give student greater responsibility for their learning. 

· To help students know how to get things done! 

· To impact local issues and local needs. 

· To do something. Anything. 

Integrating community service into a writing course
1.      What does service-learning look like in a writing course?
Service-learning integrates community service with academic study.   Typically, instructors design service-learning projects in partnership with staff members at community organizations, planning activities that will meet genuine needs in the community and advance the students’ understanding of course content.
The shape of any service-learning project depends, then, on community needs and course goals.  When a key purpose of the course is to sharpen students’ rhetorical flexibility, students work as volunteer writers at community organizations.  They write newsletter articles, press releases, fact sheets, brochures, agency histories – documents directed toward particular audiences (not just a teacher) with well-defined social purposes.  These assignments give students a chance to immerse themselves in a new discourse community and to study how language is used there.
In a writing course organized around a theme (e.g., families, homelessness, literacy, health care), service-learning projects might involve conventional volunteer work at a community organization (caring for children, serving food at a shelter, tutoring, reading to hospital patients).  Students in such courses write papers reflecting on the service experience, exploring the connections between their experience and assigned readings.  
For a useful discussion of three models for integrating community service into writing courses (writing for, writing about, and writing with the community), see Thomas Deans, Writing Partnerships: Service-Learning in Composition.
2.      Why do instructors integrate service-learning projects into college courses?
The specific benefits of service-learning naturally depend on the sort of work students do, but some generalizations can be made.  Service-learning can potentially achieve these goals:
        Advance the progress of worthwhile community initiatives
        Ground course content – whether broad rhetorical principles or specific editing lessons – in another context in addition to the classroom, providing an opportunity to apply concepts learned in class and to test the limits of their application
        Familiarize students with the community – especially valuable in schools where most students are newcomers to the area
        Provide an opportunity for students to “give back” to the community, sharing their time, energy, and talent with others
        Provide experience in working collaboratively to solve real-world problems
        Develop students’ awareness of community issues and their underlying political causes
        Encourage the habit of linking everyday experience with intellectual inquiry
        Encourage the habit of active citizenship.
Participation in service-learning supports students’ intellectual, social, and emotional growth
