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Critical pedagogy is a teaching approach that allows students to question the dominantly held beliefs about, well, everything. The instructor works to give students the key tools to do so, first by pointing out inequalities and leading the questioning of such practices, and then by allowing students to use their newfound critical consciousness to question matters for themselves, and in the process, continue to be empowered. 


For my research paper, I intend to examine this topic from the keyword perspective approach and discuss some of the topics, authors, and concepts associated with this form of pedagogy. 

To begin with, I will attempt to define it according to the latest research since there traditionally has not been an agreed upon, static definition. Next, I will look at several key players, or authors, in this field such as Henry Giroux, Paulo Friere, and Ira Shor and their input into this theory. Then, I will cover some of the primary terms which are integral to this field such as critical consciousness, the banking concept of pedagogy, praxis, and pragmatic education, to name a few. In addition, I will discuss some of the key attributes and the way these play out in the classroom (via the use of service learning projects, etc.) along with the criticisms, or potential pitfalls, of these practices. Finally, I will look at some of the other theories that go hand in hand with critical pedagogy and help to continuously redefine this theory: postmodern, feminist, anti-racist. 
Through this research, I will define the constructs that constitute critical pedagogy and gain a better understanding of what these practices entail.

