PAGE  
3
Andrea Karn

English 6790

Research Outline

Critical Pedagogy, Service-Learning, and Brave New World
Overview

Critical pedagogy is the basis for all forms of service learning projects in that it promotes questioning of societal values. By reading the novel Brave New World and participating in a writing about the community service-learning project that questions the key concepts discussed in the book, students will effectively engage in critical pedagogy and become more aware of the culture that surrounds them. 

Definitions of Critical Pedagogy and Service- Learning

Critical Pedagogy is the drive to move away from the traditional transmitter/receiver relationship of instructor to student, as well as the shift away from the banking concepts of education. Instead, the instructor will lead the questioning of oppressive social conditions in an effort to raise the students’ critical consciousness. In addition to its focus on personal liberation through the development of critical consciousness, critical pedagogy also has a more collective political component, in that critical consciousness is positioned as the necessary first step of a larger collective political struggle to challenge and transform oppressive social conditions and to create a more egalitarian society. And finally, Barry Kanpol’s definition is directly related to the concepts the students will be discussing in Brave New World: “The critical pedagogue always seeks just and fair ways to alter a system which, by and large, and despite seemingly good intentions, has effectively oppressed many of it’s members” (33). 

According to the National Service-Learning Clearinghouse “Service-learning combines service objectives with learning objectives with the intent that the activity change both the recipient and the provider of the service. This is accomplished by combining service tasks with structured opportunities that link the task to self-reflection, self-discovery, and the acquisition and comprehension of values, skills, and knowledge content” (1). 

There are three types of service-learning: writing for the community, writing about the community, and writing with the community. Writing for the community brings students into local community agencies and revolves around the students immersing themselves into their particular agency (usually a non-profit venue) while consistently producing writing that will be of benefit to the agency or company, such as an informational brochure. Writing about the community is what the students will be doing for this particular assignment. This form consists of students evaluating several examining different aspects of their community. Depending on their chosen topic, students will complete their research by either 

volunteering at an agency or questioning local leaders about they policies are focusing on. Then they will discuss and analyze their finds before writing about them. Writing with the community consists of students again volunteering at a community agency such as a homeless shelter or a teen center and working with the patrons of the agency to develop text that can potentially promote a positive change for the community and its members.

Major Players

A brief introduction into major critical pedagogues and their contributions are discussed. Included are Paulo Friere, Ira Shor, Henry Giroux, bell hooks, and Peter McLaren. 

Key Terms

Definitions that form the basis of the critical pedagogy theory are given such as banking concept of education, conscientization, constructivism, culture circle, culture of silence, libratory education, and praxis. 

The Assignment

While working on other components of the class, students would begin reading Brave New World by Aldous Huxley. During and after the reading, we would discuss, as a class, the key components that the novel presents and make comparisons to the similarities that are currently occurring in society. Students would then choose one specific topic they would want to research and write about. Here are a few of the possible topics that could be used:

-The use of soma

-Test-tube babies and genetic engineering/eugenics

-Different societal castes

-Belief that everyone must be socially engaged at all times-conformity is key, and   

 isolation and individual thoughts are not promoted

-Cultured vs. Uncultured Communities (the Reservation)-what this says about our 

 current state of world affairs

-The shift from the family units to communities used to raise children 

Once a topic is selected, the next few weeks would be spent on the student researching their topic, both academically and going into the community, contacting people if possible, to learn more about their topic and how it is playing out currently. One of the main questions they would be asking themselves is whether or not our society is morphing into Huxley’s. Periodically, the students would gather in class with others who have chosen the same topic and discuss their findings and research methods to 

see how things are progressing. The end result of this process is a text roughly ten pages in length that would ultimately be published or distributed in some way, even if it’s just a campus reading. Since this assignment falls into the writing about the community category, the benefits of this service learning endeavor will mostly fall to the student’s individual intellectual and critical thinking growth, and the process will familiarize them with the crucial aspects of critical pedagogy. 

Teaching and Grading Components
By giving the specified text full of critical pedagogical possibilities, beginning the questioning, and giving sample questions to begin focusing on, I would be providing a heuristic for this project. At the beginning, I would provide students with a rubric that they can follow that would provide them with an indication of the level of work that must be completed, such as level of engagement, paper outcome, and audience vision. A day-by-day schedule for the duration of the assignment will also be included. 

