This paper covers a teacher-research project concerning college composition students and their perspectives on grading preferences used in writing courses. 

· College composition instructors are typically allowed some flexibility in their choice of method for grading student writing. Many instructors and professors base their decisions upon their extensive pedagogical training, other instructors’ experiences, and their own classroom observations. But what do the students, as the individuals subjected to this grading, feel will benefit them and what do they prefer? While numerous studies exist on grading methods used, such as holistic and portfolio, to gauge learning concerning writing, these studies seen to lack sufficient attention to the student voice  and instead focus on what instructors prefer. To acknowledge the overlooked student perspective, I attempted to discover, from my own classes,  when it comes to learning to write proficiently at the college level, which of the two commonly used grading methods (holistic or portfolio) do students actually prefer?
· During the particular semester my study originally occurred, I was teaching four composition courses and grading two with a portfolio method and two with a holistic method. At the time, I was required to use these two particular grading methods, but the following semester I would be given a choice, so I wanted to receive some student feedback. In order to receive this student input, I developed and administered a questionnaire (show Appendix A) to students in both the holistic and the portfolio classes in order to garner their perspectives and motivation concerning the grading style each class was currently utilizing.
· To give a brief background information concerning the two grading methods I will be discussing, the holistic approach to grading emphasizes a single opportunity for evaluation and encourages students to revise before submitting a paper for grading, but no revision is permitted thereafter. So only one chance for grading is allowed per paper with minimal commentary made on each graded form. 
· On contrary, portfolio grading consists of postponing evaluation until the end of the semester rather than providing a final definitive letter grade on every assignment. Even though a grade is not assigned, students are given some evaluative feedback on their writing. What really distinguishes the portfolio method is that students are permitted to continue working on their papers through revision, peer review, and individual conferences with the instructors before receiving a final grade at the end of the semester.
· To give an indication of the students who completed the survey, they consisted of sixty-five students (twenty-nine in the holistic group and thirty-six in the portfolio group) from two different colleges: a small community college and a mid-size research university. The background, ethnicity, age, and educational experience of the students were diverse, but this difference was more prevalent at the community college than at the university. 

· The survey response did show a slight preference for the portfolio method. (Show transparency) Students seemed to favor the portfolio method because it afforded them opportunities to revise papers, learn from mistakes, and improve the grade on every paper.

· A clearer indication of how students from both courses portrayed this point is reflected in the comments below from student response to some of the survey questions.(Show transparency)  For example in response to the question—If the grading method used in this class was helpful to you, why? If it was not helpful to you, why?— students said: 

1. I wish I could see my grade but still revise.

2. It helps me improve my writing, but at the same time people can slack off because they are not graded with a letter grade. 

3. It’s helpful to be able to see what I did wrong, but it is nice to know what kind of grade I would get. 
After looking closely at responses from some of the more insightful survey questions along with the overall theme from the responses, no definitive preference emerged for either holistic or portfolio grading from either group of students. Some of the balance between preference for the given method ( since just under half of the students from each group preferred their current method) may be due to the comfort factor: students only know what they have used, and therefore, that is what they are comfortable with. However, the end result suggests that students from both groups also wanted a grading system that combined the elements of the portfolio and holistic methods. 
· From these initial classroom results, I decided to make some alterations in my grading practices; thus the following semester, my students were exposed to what I refer to as the graded, or “combination, portfolio system” of assessment, which combines elements of the holistic and portfolio method. Although this combined portfolio system follows the same basic concepts as the portfolio system mentioned above, the students receive a letter grade along with the commentary each time they submit a paper. Throughout the semester, the opportunity for revision still presents itself, along with multiple opportunities for feedback from classmates, the instructor, and other peers.  A revised final portfolio is also still submitted, and after each paper is reviewed, the final grade for each individual paper is the average between the first and the second. 

· The variety of students along with the two different college settings paralleled the student background in the first survey, and there were again a small number of students, 46, polled. After submitting the slightly modified survey, reviewing the results, and comparing those tallies to the previous study, I noticed a higher student preference for the combined portfolio/holistic grading method (show transparency) than for just a strictly holistic or strictly portfolio grading method. 
By looking at a similar question that was provided on the first survey: What grading style (just receiving a grade OR receiving a grade and commentary) do you feel would motivate you to become a better writer? — 45 of the 46 students responded that they would prefer to receive the grade along with the commentary. A few of their responses were:
· Grading without commentary is little motivation as it does not show the student specifics of how to improve.

· I like receiving a grade and commentary; it gives me a chance to redeem myself and learn from my mistakes.

· Definitely receiving a grade and commentary…I feel that I can never receive too much help with my writing.

· I think the commentary is great to have with the grade. That way, a student receives at least a little bit of reasoning on what he/she needs to improve on when it comes to revisions for the final portfolio. I am a student that just expects more reasoning for the grade. 

· I feel that the commentary is the most important avenue for grading.

· It is clear from this small sampling of students surveyed that they prefer this combination grading method; however, this grading form has advantages for instructors as well. Since students are much more likely to produce better work when submitting each draft using a evaluative form since they are being held accountable for their work each time a paper is submitted via a letter grade Therefore, instructors are not left to comment on drafts that were not given much attention due to a student just quickly writing it in order to receive credit but knowing full well that he or she has the entire semester to produce the “real” paper, as would be the case in the original, ungraded portfolio method. 

Regardless of the practical issue of time, which is always an issue when instructors are choosing a grading method, the question remains whether instructors should take into account student preference concerning grading. 

I personally think asking for the student voice is very important. Acknowledging and asking for student response is a basis for fruitful learning. Students should be allowed to have an active role in their education, and by giving attention and response to their preference, an instructor is allowing this role to be played out. Although many freshman-level composition students lack the theoretical and practical training the professors or instructors contain concerning the subject matter, the vast majority of the students have been exposed to a wide variety of teaching and grading styles and practices over a large number of years, so they do contain some hands-on training, and thus, have had ample time to formulate an opinion on how they prefer to be assessed. They also have a very good indication of what would benefit them the most-what would enhance their own learning. So I feel that if instructors are given a choice of what grading method to utilize, the student voice should be given consideration, and the graded portfolio method may be one possible beneficial choice. 
