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In the textbook, The Composition of Everyday Life, there are numerous aspects that are alluring to both instructors and students of freshman composition. This text is, of course, not without flaw, but overall, due to the variety of depth of writing instruction, inclusion of search methods and Modern Language Association aid, and the dexterity of creative writing samples, it is a strong resource for those who are attempting to wade through introductory English, as well as those trying to teach it. 

The introductory composition course is primarily a survey class in which different forms of papers are studied, read, and then practiced. A few of the typical ones include Narration, Cause and Effect, Research, and Argument. Many students will have encountered these forms in high school and some will not have. Regardless of how familiar they may or may not be with a particular form, without adequate writing examples and structure tips, a student may be lost when it comes time for them to actually write an assigned paper. 
When it comes to providing insight into these typical writing styles, Everyday Life is helpful in clarifying this process with the copious amount of examples, questions, and guidance it provides the writer as he or she is going through this process. From beginning writing prompts, to different ways to end and begin a particular paper (which is often the most difficult portion for any writer), to what kinds of detail to include, every chapter covers so much.  A positive aspect of the plethora of information included is that it doesn’t pertain just to the larger concerns in writing, but it also focuses on the smaller and equably troublesome issues. For example, some of the high-order concerns such as exploring the potential audience and the writer’s voice are addressed, but this text also includes some more low-order concerns that may not be noticed until the proofreading stage such as ways to add variety to sentence lengths. 
In addition, this book also includes plenty of helpful guides for both group activity and the instructor for providing potential in-class or homework assignments. The inclusion of peer review questions and tips can be helpful for students who engage in this during class, and they also provide beginning material for the instructor to potentially engage the students in their writing. Also, the last two portions of every chapter, Considering Consequences and Everyday Rhetoric, remind me of something that would typically be seen in an instructors’ manual, for it provides a number of useful and interesting questions and activities that could be used for class discussion, homework activities, or group work. 

After students are started, or even finished, with their paper, there comes the polishing of the draft. So many introductory courses require at least nominal research on a minimum of one paper, so knowing how to investigate and cite this information is an important step in completing the final copy. Everyday Life does both, and this can be very helpful for all concerned when it comes to money, ease, and spatial constraints. It is just much easier to quickly reference a page that is in the book you are already using and accustomed to reading and referencing. This book is very user-friendly in this aspect; in the MLA reference section, it not only shows how to cite the sources, but also gives a step by step process to doing so, including highlighting the key information and including what the final samples would look like within a full-text paper. 

A student can be provided with immeasurable information and guidelines to support them in their writing, but so many times, it is just helpful to actually see it and to view what someone in their situation has written. The writing samples provided are numerous in each chapter, and the context is so varied, there is something to appeal to everyone. One interesting and unusual aspect in this text is the placement of the stories: in most books, they are found at the end of every chapter after all of the material has been covered, so they can potentially be overlooked, but here there are the first thing one sees when covering new material. I find this intriguing because I would much rather read some interesting work than jump right into the mechanics of a writing style. As soon as my eyes graze upon catchy title and the color-bordered pages, I am immediately drawn to the text beneath. I think the authors were attempting to provide a painless and engaging way to draw the audience into the text. So immediately, the student is provided with a bevy of writing samples to begin the thinking process of what they will soon be doing themselves, and if there is any question, they can always refer back to these. 
