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Peter Muhlenburg Middle School

Class Course Syllabus

SY 08’-09’

TEACHER:  Mr. Greco
E-MAIL: nrgreco@shenandoah.k12.va.us
PMMS PHONE: (540) 459-2941 

SUBJECT(s):  Civics/Geography

TEXT BOOK:  Geography: The World and its People
CLASS DESCRIPTION
The first half of the year, students will study the major civics principles as well as take an in depth look at the presidential election.  This will primarily be a review of concepts learned during the seventh grade school year.  Students will take the Civics SOL test at the end of the first semester (January).
During the Second half of the year the students will study Geography.  Students will examine the different countries of the world based on their geographic regions. Within the study of each unit, the students will examine each country’s history, government, climate, resources, economy, trading practices, interdependence, and way of life. 

                Civics Pacing Guide

	Week
	SOL
	Specific

	1
	CE.2
	Introduction: Foundations of Government, Forms of Government

	2
	CE.2
	Forms of Government: Roots of American Democracy-Major Principles

	3
	CE.6
	Federalism: U.S. Constitution/Bill of Rights/1st Amendment

	4
	CE.6
	Federalism: Amending, Checks and Balances, 

	5
	CE.7
	Legislative Branch: Lawmakers 

	6
	CE.7
	Legislative Branch: Laws

	
	
	

	7
	CE.5
	Political Campaigns/Elections

	8
	CE. 3,4
	Citizenship (Naturalization), Parties/interest groups/public policy

	9
	CE.7
	Public Opinion/Media 

	10
	
	Executive Branch, State of the Union Address 

	11
	CE.8
	Judicial System: Courts, Judges, and the Law

	12
	CE.8
	Judicial System: Criminal Justice System

	
	
	

	13-17
	CE. 9
	The Economy:  Economic decisions, different economies

	18
	ALL
	Review, SOL TESTING


Geography Pacing Guide


Grading

Throughout the year there will be various assignments and evaluations to measure what the student has learned.  Grades are earned on a point system using the Shenandoah Co. grading scale. (Points Earned ( Points Possible)  

1. Quizzes ( up to 50 points

2. Galas ( 50-100 points

3. Homework Assignments ( 5-25 points

4. Classroom Participation ( 50 points
5. Projects ( Point Total Will Vary

MISSED WORK/MAKE-UP WORK
Any student who has been absent is responsible for getting his or her own missed work from either the teacher or fellow classmate.  Students have three days to make up the work.  If not completed by the allotted time, the student will receive a 0 for the assignment and assigned working lunch until the work is complete.  

PATRIOT PRIDE
The goal of the Patriot Pride Project is to involve students in their community and help them gain a better understanding of the needs in their area and how they can contribute to those needs. The hope is that we can create successful, educated, and caring citizens. We expect each student to complete 4 activities (at least 20 points) per semester. Your child will receive a list of possible projects during the first week of school! If you foresee any potential problems with your child completing these activities, please contact me in the beginning of the year so we can find a solution together. 

Student/Parent Signatures: I understand the objectives, expectations, and other information indicated in the syllabus.


Student Signature: ____________________________


Parent/Guardian:   ____________________________

· The above syllabus is subject to change in order to accommodate the needs and progress of the class.







Knowledge�
Duration: 2nd Semester�
�
I. Basics of Geography�
            3 weeks�
�
II. Asia�
2 weeks�
�
III. Middle East�
2 weeks�
�
IV. Africa �
3 weeks�
�
V. Europe�
2 weeks�
�
VI. Antarctica/Australia�
1 weeks�
�
VII. Western Hemisphere�
2 weeks�
�
                                         Total�
15 weeks�
�












