TOPIC 6 – CONVERSION – A RADICAL RETURN TO THE LORD
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A. THE PARABLE OF MAN’S REPENTANCE AND GOD’S FORGIVENESS? 
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Jesus’ call of conversion is not primarily EXTERNAL, but a conversion of the heart (interior conversion)
And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward..(Matt 6:16)


This internal conversion urges expression in visible signs, gestures and works of penance.
Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; rend your hearts and not your clothing. Joel 12:12
Conversion begins with a sincere repentance of one’s individual sinfulness against God. 

Return to the LORD, your  God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing. (Joel 2:13)
Interior repentance is a radical reorientation of our whole life, a return to God, an end to sin, a turning away from evil with repugnance toward the evil actions we have committed. CCC 1431.
Conversion has two movements: it is turning away from sin and evil, in order that we can turn towards God.

B. CONDITIONS OF CONVERSION: 
The first step towards liberation from is “humility, and the second step is humility, and the third step is humility; and as often as you may ask, I would give the same answer, humility.” St. Augustine.

1. Admission of sin and guilt – humility enables a sinner to admit before God hat he/she committed sin.
The Parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector: But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted . Lk. 18: 13-14
The Repentant Woman. And a woman in the city, who was a sinner, having learned that he (Jesus)  was eating in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster jar of ointment. 38She stood behind him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet with her tears and to dry them with her hair. Lk. 7: 37-38.

2. Openness to the gift of grace – conversion is primarily a grace of God. 
· Every step of conversion is preceded by the interior enlightenment and movement of divine grace. Its call may come in many forms: external or internal, and will always touch the heart of man.
· However, this call is not compelling. The sinner can still ignore god’s gift and leave it unanswered. 


· This is not spontaneous nor automatic, the person called by God to conversion must exert effort to combat against the power of evil and any sinfulness. Admission of sin remains sterile if not combined with a desire to really change through God’s grace.
Conditions of discipleship. Whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Matt 10: 38
3. Spirit and fruits of repentance – although works of penance is not the soul of conversion,  true repentance leads one to do penance as a sign of willingness to repair the evil done to his neighbor and community.
Doing God’s will, a sign of conversion. “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven. Matt 7: 18.
· The most important fruit is the life in the Spirit. Person’s faithfulness and love for God manifest themselves in fulfillment of his commandments
“If you love me, you will keep  my commandments. Jn. 14:15

So now, O Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you? Only to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 13and to keep the commandments of the LORD your God and his decrees that I am commanding you today, for your own well-being. Deut 10:12

C. PENANCE: THE SACRAMENT OF REPENTANCE AND CONVERSION: 

1. SIN ruptures our communion with God and with His Church. And so CONVERSION entails God’s forgiveness and reconciliation with His Church.
2. GOD forgives that person who repents and commissions His Church as the Sacrament (visible sign) of His great Love and forgiveness for all of us.

3. The Church’s act of forgiving sins through Her ministers is truly a sign for us that God’s grace of repentance and hope for us present in the Church. 



Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate.Lk 15: 21-24
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