TOPIC 5 – THE REALITY OF SIN IN OUR LIFE
A. Understanding of What Sin Is? 

Models in the Understanding of SIN:
1ST model: OLD TESTAMENT UNDERSTANDING:
1. it is ‘HAMARTIA’ or missing the mark. We focus on our failures and lesser goods not on the goodness of God.

2. it is ‘ADIKIA’ or depravity and perversity – a defect.

3. it is ‘ANOMIA’ or rebellion or transgression – opposition of the divine will.

2ND Model: DESTROYING RELATIONSHIPS
· It destroys relationship of man with himself, with others and with God.

· But it is not man who made initiative to fix that relationship. It is God who seek to integrate man with Himself.

B. DIFFERENT KINDS OF SINS: 
St. Paul to the Galatians: “Now the works of the flesh are: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, anger, selfishness, dissension, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and the like (Gal 5: 19-21).”

Classifications and distinctions of sin:

a. according to the virtues they oppose

b. according to the commandments they violate

c. sins in thought, word or deed

d. sins against God, man or self

The root of sin is in the heart of man!

“ For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander… (Matt 15: 19-20”
C. THE GRAVITY OF SIN – MORTAL AND VENIAL: 
1. Mortal Sin – three conditions must be met:

a. grave matter – specified  by the ten commandments.

b. Full knowledge and complete consent

Consequences of mortal sins:

a. destroys charity in the heart of man

b. it turns man away from God

c. privation of sanctifying grace – state of grace

d. It causes exclusion from Christ’s Kingdom; it merits eternal damnation
2. Venial Sin – conditions:

a. matter is less serious

b. when he disobeys the moral in grave matter but without full knowledge or without complete consent.

Consequences of venial sins:

a. weakens charity

b. manifests disorder and affection for created goods.

c. It impedes our desire to practice virtue

d. It merits us temporal punishment

D. DIFFERENT CONCEPTS OF SIN: 
1. How does SIN proliferate?

1. it engenders vice by repetition of the same acts.

2. this results in perverse inclinations which cloud conscience and corrupt the concrete judgment of good and evil.

2. We can be responsible for the sins committed by others when we cooperate in them:

1. by participating directly and voluntarily in them

2. by ordering, advising, praising or approving them

3. by not disclosing or not hindering them when we have an obligation to do so

4. by protecting evil-doers

3. seven capital sins

1. pride – inordinate desire for honor and distinction
2. avarice – inordinate pursuit of material good
3. envy – discontent over the good of another
4. wrath – intemperate outburst of dislike with an inordinate desire for another’s punishment
5. lust – inordinate craving for sexual gratification
6. gluttony – excess in enjoyment of food and drink
7. sloth –laziness both from physical and spiritual matters because of the efforts they require.
In confessing our sins, we do not only beg pardon for the sins we committed but also for the sins as failure to do the good we are suppose to do.

1. sin of commission

2. sin of omission

What is “Social Sin’?

· it is the very sin against justice in interpersonal relationships, committed either by the individual against the community or the community against the individual (Reconciliatio et Paenitentia, 16).




Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1849:





“Sin is 


an offense against reason, truth, and right conscience; 


it is failure in genuine love for God and neighbor caused by a perverse attachment to certain goods, 


it wounds the nature of man and injures human solidarity.”


It is an utterance, a deed, or a desire contrary to the eternal law (St. Augustine).
























































