TOPIC 2 – THE HUMAN PERSON, SUBJECT OF MORAL LAW
A. Like Father, like Son: 
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The Potential: Where lies man’s dignity as a person?
· Man was created in ‘Image and Likeness’ of God (Gen. 1: 26-28)
· Other created beings are subordinated to man – he became the superior over all creatures, the little less than a god’ (Ps. 8: 5-6). Man is of ‘royal’ blood.
The Fulfillment: How would he benefit from this dignity? 

· If man would respond to the divine call – to serve, love, and be with God forever (CCC, 358)
· If in his life, he chooses God and focus himself to the attainment of God’s will in his life.
B. CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVE OF THE HUMAN PERSON 
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Jesus Christ – is the perfect image of God. We all become image of God (and therefore sons and daughters of God) in the likeness of Jesus Christ.

How? Following WHO Christ is (his whole person) and following WHAT Christ is (his teachings of the BEATITUDES and his Kingdom).
· We received this gift of being image of God in Christ likeness, through the Sacrament of Baptism.
· Through the Son, we become sons of God!

“For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family”. Rom. 8: 29
C. Man – Composite of Body and Soul:










· As having a human body, man is subject to the physical laws of nature. We die, we thirst, and we become hungry, like any other creatures.
· As having a soul, we are endowed with the powers of the intellect, will, and freedom. This comprises our being ‘image of God’. 
D. THE HUMAN SOUL 





1. Our choices and decisions are always colored by our corporeality and spirituality.

· Each of us must make decisions in life, and be responsible for it. 
· Making choices and decisions are motivated by one’s state of life.  It is easy to serve God when everything is fine.
· We might be intent on practicing virtue of purity, but when we open the TV, our resolution might be put to crucible. 
· St. Paul experienced what we also experienced:
”We know that the law is spiritual; but I am carnal, sold into slavery to sin. What I do, I do not understand. For I do not what I want, but I do what I hate… the wlling is ready at hand, but doing the good is not. (Rom. 7: 14-16).

· REALLY, A CHALLENGE! Doing God’s will is a challenge even when things are not fine!
2. Holistic Health, in mind and body!

Some neglected the BODY, and concentrate only on the SOUL!

· Workaholics, sadists, suicide bombers, etc… Are u one them?
Others exult the body. The soul? Well, let’s presuppose it’s only a theory!

· materialistic, power-hungry, pleasure seeking, sensual gratifyers, etc.
3. What makes us a moral person is: We posses a human body subject to natural instincts, but we want to achieve more in our life by going beyond what is natural, by achieving in us the supernatural.


· Man has his own body subject to natural instincts, but his sense of fulfillment is not found in responding merely to his natural needs but to go beyond what is physical, and thus he has to make a free decision to attain what is supernatural.
animals





“Of all visible creatures only man is able to know and love his creator. He is the only creature on earth that God has willed for its own sake, and he alone is called to share, by knowledge and love, in God’s own life. CCC, 356.”
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It is HUMAN BODY, because the body is animated by the soul








It is the inner-most aspect of man, which enables him to evaluate situations, and to make free choices, and be responsible with it.
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We become capable of self-knowledge, free giving of self, and establish communion (friendship) with other persons (CCC, 357).








It is that which makes us IMAGE OF GOD








IT IS THROUGH WHICH WE BECOME MORAL PERSONS!
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DO YOUR ORDINARY DUTIES, EXTRAORDINARILY WELL! Don Bosco.
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