TOPIC 1 – WHAT IS MORAL LAW?
A. The Law in general:
LAW – ordinance of reason for the common good, promulgated by him who has the care of the community (St. Thomas Aquinas).
· Ordinance of reason – law must be based on the insight of reason into value (it needs to be reasonable).
· It must an order or command, not just a request

· It must be good – the value lying on the good of the community upon which is imposed.

· It has legitimate authority – ‘having the care of the community.

· It must be known and promulgated.

B. Distinctions of LAW




C. The Natural Moral Law 
Scriptures: 
a. this law is naturally knowable - Deut. 30: 11-14

b. moral knowledge and power of judgement. Lk. 12: 57.
c. law is written in the hearts of all, which by conscience man knows what is good or evil. Romans 2: 15.
· Directive ordering of man’s activity towards the ultimate end.
· It involves man’s awareness as the subject doing the act, and his freedom to responsibly do what is good and virtue.
· As a creature, man is subjected of his animal instinct like drinking when thirsty, eating when hungry, retaliate when attacked, or even affected by his sexuality.
· But as human being, child of God, he/she can go beyond

·                                             the mere instinctual activity of his
·                                             life. He can say no to his instinct 
·                                             for a higher value, which  only 

·                                             human being can  perceive and
·                                             experience.

Eternal Law


       The very design of the wisdom of God





physical laws of nature				NATURAL MORAL LAW (MORAL LAW)			


- w/o intervention of rational 			-  not innate but rational capacity  of man to	 


acceptance of freedom		   		 discern God’s will for him to do the good in the


- innate and governed by instinct	   		 spirit of inner freedom


			


			positive divine law				     positive human law


			- promulgated by the direct revelation		- promulgated through human


			   of the divine message to mankind			   authority, and must guided by


primitive law				   the positive divine law


Mosaic law		


Law of Christ		              civil law			ecclesiastical law


- law of the state		- law of the Church





Evaluate:


What are some  moments in your  life which show that you  go beyond the following of your base  instinct?


What made you do that? Is their a higher good that you want to attain?


Think of a crucial decision of your life in the past when you made a decision which required your freedom to choose?








