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Green River Community College
 12401 SE 320th St., Auburn, WA 98092

Instructor: 
Bernard-Thompson IKEGWUOHA, Ph.D.

Email: 

bikegwuo@greenriver.edu  

Phone: 

253-833-9111 Ext. 4646

Office Hour: 
M. & W. 09:05 – 09-55 a.m. and by appointment

Url:      

www.geocities.com/grccpolsc/usgovernment.doc (for Syllabus)
Textbooks: 

1. (required): Gerald Rosenberg, Mark Rom and Matthew Dickinson (2004). “Thinkwell's American Government,” Full product. Set of CD-ROMs and Online access. ISBN #:  1-931381-16-X 
2. (Optional) Karen O'Connor et al (2006). “American Government: Continuity and Change, 2006 Edition (Paperbound), 8/E.” Longman. ISBN #: 0-321-20918-4
P. SCI 202: American Government and Politics

Overview:
This course will introduce American government and the politics behind it to second year students who have taken introductory courses in political science. This course will deal with the theoretical and practical foundations of political science and American government, explaining the importance of our American constitution –the foundation of our American government and democracy. We would study, review and analyze the Constitution, civil rights and civil liberties, our two-party system, American foreign, economic and social policies, and most importantly, our domination of the world economy and the influence our foreign policy has given to us, as Americans in the world. We would review certain issues such as might is right doctrine, and discuss the need and importance of keeping our military ever ready, especially in a post-9-11 world order. All class members will complete one of the following researches, which topics are listed below for your review and reference. 

	S/N.
	ASSIGNMENT
	%
	DUE DATE.

	1.
	Research paper (in group of 4 or 7 students)
	20
	December 5, 2005

	2.
	Oral presentation of paper (7 minutes per group)
	10
	December 5 –8, 2005

	3.
	Five Tests –each has 10%
	50
	See test dates below

	4.
	Attendance
	05
	Taken in class daily

	5.
	Discussions (click at the discussion board link below)
	10
	Topics to be announced in class

	
	Other assignments (in class course review/activity)
	05%
	To be announced in class

	TOTAL
	100%


Check out our ( Discussion Board (logon with your assigned password/pin number)
Learning outcomes: 
It is certainly the aim and objective of this course that by the end of this fall quarter 2005, student in this course, p. sci 202, “American government and politics,” would have understood the structure, and workings of our American government. Equally, students would have also fully comprehended the significance of the principles of “federalism” rule of law and constitutionalism, and how laws are formulated and promulgates, including the meaning, for example of “cloture,” “filibuster,” “executive privilege, and order, to mention but a few. It is the hope of this course that at the end, students would be able to compare the failure and progress thereof, of the American government to other Western industrialized nations’ governments. Finally, it is hoped that at the end of this quarter, students would have understood how the United States Armed Forces are committed to fight wars, the essence and need of American foreign policy, foreign aid, etc.

Method of Instruction: 
This class would be taught primarily by lectures, which is only meant to highlight some of the important points of the course from the textbook. However, it is the responsibility of every student to read the textbook and supplementary text, in conjunction with notes from my lectures. As matured students that you are, you are expected to have read each of the chapter(s) to be covered in class every week, before the topic is even introduced. Some of the topics would be taught by the use of videos, which would present the very same points explained in the textbook. Please note that, when a video is utilized to cover a topic in the textbook as outlined in this syllabus, no further lectures would be given, as a way to repeat the topic, because it would have been considered covered. I would from time to time, during each video presentation, be highlighting and explaining important aspects of the video and textbook/course materials. Please be sure to listen when we are showing any video, and make sure you take notes, not only during lectures, but also during video presentations. If for any reason, you missed class, either during a lecture, and when a video is shown in class. Be sure to ask your fellow student to assist you, and possibly get a note from another student –this is your responsibility. Furthermore, lectures would be delivered through a variety of methods: traditional and non-traditional instructional delivery systems, and I would utilize current and evolving instructional and academic technologies, such as the Internet, PowerPoint lecture slides, video presentation, etc. 

Respect for other opinion/perspective during debates and class discussion is very important, not only to the instructor, but also to your fellow students, and for us to create a conducive learning atmosphere. I am asking that you individually and collectively exhibit an understanding and sensitivity of the diverse academic, social, economic, cultural, disability, and ethnic backgrounds of the students in this class.  On my part, I will do everything humanly possible to modify the instructional methods and strategies in order to meet the needs of the diverse student body in this class, who possibly come from different cultural and socioeconomic backgrounds.
MAKEUP TESTS: 

There will be no makeup tests, except in very extenuating circumstances, which must be documented, and submitted to the instructor for approval. Emergencies that qualify for extenuating circumstances would be death in the family, sickness, Doctor’s appointment, etc. Please check with me before embarking on a journey on the day a test has been scheduled to take place. All tests will be in class tests.
EXPECTATIONS:

1. To actively participate in class discussions, respecting other student’s opinions and viewpoints regardless of how stupid any question may be, avoid being overly critical of other student’s opinions

1. To read the weekly assigned reading prior to my introducing each week’s topic in class

2. To avoid talking, chewing gum or other activities that could potentially distract the instructor and the students from concentrating

3. To seek assistance from the Disability Support Services ahead of time, if you have disability and need help of any kind, please know that help is available; call the Coordinator of Disability Support Services at 253-833-9111, extension 2631 for more information and required/needed assistance.

4. To answer question only when and if asked specifically and directly

5. To know the test dates, and be punctual on test days, because there would be no makeup test for any student, except for certain verifiable and documented conditions/situations, such as Doctor’s appointments, death in the family, etc.
6. There will be no extra credit paper and/or retake of any test(s) that you unduly missed -in other words, without prior arrangement with the instructor.

7. To always turn off cell phones, or put it in vibration mode, and if by mistake it rings, please do not answer it, and at that time, I expect that you would then turn it off immediately

8. To sign attendance roster everyday. Note that, it is purely your responsibility to make sure you personally sign the attendance roster, which would be circulated five minutes to the end of the class. Be aware that your failure to sign the attendance roster would mean that you did not attend class on that day. If for any reason you fail to show up for up to 20% of the totality of the quarter required class attendance, I would have considered you withdrawn from the course, and you would at the end of the quarter see in your result, “unofficial withdrawal” statement, or report.

9. I would not entertain early departure from the class; however, late arrival that is not more than 5 minutes would only be tolerated.
10. Eating in the classroom is strictly prohibited; please take note of this policy, etc. Consult student’s handbook on student’s conduct in the classroom for more information.
GENERAL INFORMATION:
All completed research projects and home work must be typed, with no more than 12 font, double spaced, stapled and submitted as at and when due. There will be a penalty for all late submissions at the rate of 15% every day late, including weekends. There will be no exceptions to this policy. Equally, attendance is mandatory and attendance roll call would be taken on a daily basis, five minutes to the end of the class. Therefore, if for any reason you leave before the attendance roll call is taken, you would be marked absent for that day’s class. 

Only the research topics listed below are allowed to be researched by the students in this p. sci 202 sections A & U classes, except if I approve an alternative topic for you –it is your responsibility to request for an alternative topic. If for any reason you write on a topic that was not approved, your efforts would have been expended in vain, as a-zero percent would be your score and grade. Students are advised to consult the textbook: Michael Corbett (1999). “Research Methods in Political Science, An Introduction using Microcase.” (3rd ed.). Bellevue, WA: Microcase Corporation Publishers, (A copy is reserved at the Library for your use, (not to be checked out) and this will help you to carry out research papers. 

RESEARCH TOPICS: 
Please choose only one of the topics listed below as your research paper. You are encouraged to write in groups of between four and seven students; however, students may decide to write their own research individually, the choice is yours. Whatever the case may be, your chosen topic you are expected to type out in a sheet of paper, and your name, including the section of your P SCI 200 (A or U) appended to it and submitted to your instructor, on or before October 7, 2005 in class.                                                                                                   

The topics are:

1. The war in Iraq, should American have been involved, from a foreign policy standpoint?

2. Is the “Patriot Act” contrary to the Establishment of Political Freedom and liberty as enshrined in the U.S. Constitution, especially the “Bill of Rights”?

3. A Review of the Implications and Effects of the 1996 “Welfare Reform” on the Welfare recipients

4. James Madison: “The Effects of “Federalist Paper, No. 10” on the American Government.”

5. “Term Limits” & the Doctrine of Representation in America: A Comprehensive Evaluation

6. “Is American Theory of Representation put into practice the right way?”

7. “In whose interests is NAFTA?”

8. “Fredrick Douglas: What to a Slave is the Fourth of July?”

9. “Ronald Reagan: The Case against Big Government.”

10. “McCullough v. Madison: A case study about Separation of Power in America?”

11. A Critical Evaluation of Newt Gingrich’s 1994 “Contract with America”

12. Should the U.S. Government abide by the rulings of the International Court of Justice (ICJ)?

13. Should the ICJ exclude the U.S. Government & the Military from prosecution for all wrongdoings?

14. Should America obey the United Nations’ decisions or the “World Court” even when they are in conflict with the U.S. Constitution?
IMPORTANT INFORMATION:
1. The date for the submission of your completed research paper will be on or before December 3, 2005. There will be no e-mail submissions. Note that, all late submissions of completed research paper, and/or other assignments will be penalized at the rate of 15% per day including weekends.

2. All completed research paper will have, at least, three (3) textbook citations (references), and unlimited number of other references from other sources of your choice, which may include, academic journals, Internet resources, etc.

3. All completed research papers must have contents page as your second page. This content page must have the page numbers of your sub-titles, introduction, conclusion, and bibliography (reference). The first page, though not numbered will be bear on top of the page, the name and address of your college –Green River Community College, 12401 SE 320th Street, Auburn, WA 98092. This will be followed below your college name and address, the title of your chosen research topic, your name as they appear in your registration, the course title, which is P. SCI 202: American Government & Politics, Section A or U; then, the quarter and year, for example: Fall quarter 2005.

4. Your completed research paper must be six (6) pages in length, typed in not more than Font 12, double-spaced and paginated. These six (6) pages will be the body of your research work for individual students, and fifteen (15) pages for a group of between four (4) and seven (7) students. Note that either the 6 or 15 page research paper, whichever you decide to write (individually or in a group), would not include the bibliography, introduction, and contents pages as stated above.

5. You should submit your completed research papers by hand to me, either in the classroom or in my office at BI-16. There will be no electronic submissions, because in the past, some electronic submissions were truncated, and there have been arguments by students that they sent me their research papers electronically, which I never received, this is precisely what I am trying to avoid here.

6. Finally, as stated in the syllabus, I have bought a textbook that will guide you on how to write a research paper. That textbook is on reserve at the library for your use. Note that, the textbook will not be checked out under any circumstances -this is to make sure that as many students as possible that would need the textbook, will have the opportunity to make use of the book at the library. Please do not procrastinate and wait until the last minute to start writing your research paper –time waits for nobody. There will be no extension of submission date under any circumstances.

Test Dates & Days:

(1st Test is on Friday, 10/07/05 for 8-9 am class & on 10/5/05 for 6:30-9 pm class

( 2nd Test on Friday, 10/21/05 for 8-9 am class, & 10/19/05 for 6:30-9 pm. Class

(3rd Test on Wednesday 11/16/05 for 6:30-9 pm class, & on Friday, 11/18/05 for 8-9 am. Class
( 4th Test on 11/30/05 for 6:30-9 pm class, & 12/02/05 for 8-9 am. Class

(5th & Final Test on 12/14/05 for 6:30-9 pm class & 12/15/05 for 8-9 am class
Thanks for your cooperation.
  [Back to top]

COURSE CONTENTS:

(Videos to be watched in class (see listing below)                              back to top
	 WEEK ONE “Constitutional Principles.”

	1.1 The Foundations of Government
        1.1.1 An Introduction to Government (Disc 1, 4:27)
        1.1.2 Why Government? (Disc 1, 11:14)
        1.1.3 Who Governs? (Disc 1, 10:43)
        1.1.4 Political Power (Disc 1, 8:59)
 1.2 Political Culture
        1.2.1 An Introduction to Political Culture (Disc 1, 12:17)
        1.2.2 The Foundations of American Culture (Disc 1, 13:42)
        1.2.3 Unity and Diversity (Disc 1, 10:09)
        1.2.4 Video Biography: What Is Government? (Disc 1, 5:32)
 1.3 The History of the Constitution
        1.3.1 Britain and the Colonies (Disc 1, 9:51)
        1.3.2 The Articles of Confederation (Disc 1, 10:45)
        1.3.3 The Constitutional Convention (Disc 1, 12:46)
        1.3.4 Final Steps to a Federal Government (Disc 1, 10:47)
        1.3.5 The Road to Ratification (Disc 1, 11:16)
1.4 The Constitution in Action
        1.4.1 The Bill of Rights (Disc 1, 11:34)
        1.4.2 Checks and Balances (Disc 1, 10:57)
        1.4.3 Amending the Constitution (Disc 1, 11:33)
1.5 Why Federalism?
        1.5.1 Three Democratic Systems of Government (Disc 1, 8:31)
        1.5.2 The Pros and Cons of Federalism (Disc 1, 10:35)
1.6 Federalism in Action: Divided Powers
        1.6.1 Federalism Today (Disc 1, 8:30)
        1.6.2 Federalism through History (Disc 1, 9:46)
        1.6.3 Hot Topic: The Federal Trump Card: The Commerce Clause (Disc 1, 8:58)

	  WEEK TWO  “Civil Liberties and Civil Rights.”

	 2.1 An Introduction to Civil Liberties and Rights
        2.1.1 The Creation of Rights (Disc 1, 11:19)
        2.1.2 Equality of Opportunity versus Equality of Results (Disc 1, 12:19)
        2.1.3 Equal Protection Under the Law (Disc 1, 11:44)
2.2 First Amendment Rights
        2.2.1 Freedom of Religion (Disc 1, 12:44)
        2.2.2 Freedom of Expression: Criticizing the Government (Disc 1, 12:25)
        2.2.3 Freedom of Expression: Pornography and Cyberspeech (Disc 1, 11:48)
        2.2.4 Hot Topic: Hate Speech: Right to Free Expression or Invitation to Violence? (Disc 1, 10:26)
        2.2.5 Freedom of Expression: A Free Press (Disc 1, 12:28)
        2.2.6 The Right to Assemble (Disc 1, 12:28)
2.3 The Individual and Rights
        2.3.1 Individual Freedoms versus the Common Good (Disc 1, 9:55)
        2.3.2 The Right to Privacy (Disc 1, 11:37)
        2.3.3 Hot Topic: Email Privacy (Disc 1, 8:54)
        2.3.4 The Individual in the Criminal Justice System (Disc 1, 10:32)
        2.3.5 The Rights of the Accused (Disc 1, 11:54)
2.4 Additional Guarantees under the Bill of Rights
        2.4.1 Second Amendment: The Right to Bear Arms (Disc 1, 10:58)
2.5 The African-American Struggle for Rights
        2.5.1 Slavery and the Civil Rights Movement (Disc 1, 10:09)
        2.5.2 The Struggle for Civil Rights: 1900-1950s (Disc 1, 11:31)
        2.5.3 Civil Rights Legislation: 1960s and Later (Disc 1, 12:18)
        2.5.4 Case Study: Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka (Disc 1, 11:38)
2.6 Civil Rights and Other Groups                                                                                                                     back to top
        2.6.1 Women and the Struggle for Rights (Disc 1, 13:48)
        2.6.2 Rights Revolution: The Expansion of Rights (Disc 1, 11:54)
        2.6.3 Hot Topic: Sexual Harassment (Disc 1, 13:09)

	 WEEK THREE  “People and Politics”

	3.1 Public Opinion
        3.1.1 What Is Public Opinion? (Disc 1, 12:11)
        3.1.2 Political Socialization: Opinion and the Individual (Disc 1, 9:14)
        3.1.3 Looking at Opinion Polls (Disc 1, 10:31)
3.2 Participation and Social Capital
        3.2.1 Translating Opinion into Action (Disc 1, 9:33)
        3.2.2 Who Participates? (Disc 2, 13:08)
        3.2.3 The Importance of Participation: Social Capital (Disc 2, 9:04)
3.3 Mobilizing for Action
        3.3.1 Organizing to Participate (Disc 2, 10:19)
        3.3.2 Social Movements (Disc 2, 11:02)
        3.3.3 Case Study: Same-Sex Marriages (Disc 2, 9:08)
3.4 Interest Groups and PACs
        3.4.1 Interest Groups and Their Impact on Politics (Disc 2, 9:32)
        3.4.2 PAC Power (Disc 2, 11:11)
        3.4.3 The Art of Lobbying (Disc 2, 9:22)
        3.4.4 Regulating Organized Groups (Disc 2, 11:18)

	  WEEK FOUR “Choosing Representatives.”

	4.1 Political Parties: History and Origins
        4.1.1 Political Parties and Their Functions (Disc 2, 10:16)
        4.1.2 The American Two-Party System (Disc 2, 9:54)
        4.1.3 A History of Political Parties in the U.S. (Disc 2, 11:12)
        4.1.4 Case Study: Why No Socialism in America? (Disc 2, 11:25)
4.2 Political Parties Today
        4.2.1 The Model of Responsible Party Government (Disc 2, 10:47)
        4.2.2 Party Structure (Disc 2, 11:59)
        4.2.3 Nominating (Disc 2, 10:58)
        4.2.4 Parties and Money (Disc 2, 13:01)
        4.2.5 The Changing Role of the National Convention (Disc 2, 13:19)
        4.2.6 Hot Topic: Reform Party: New Party or Personal Vehicle? (Disc 2, 10:57)
 4.3 Election Campaigns
        4.3.1 Organizing to Run for Election (Disc 2, 11:00)
        4.3.2 Campaign Strategy (Disc 2, 11:59)
        4.3.3 Campaign Techniques (Disc 2, 11:33)
        4.3.4 Campaign Finance (Disc 2, 14:02)
        4.3.5 Hot Topic: Campaign Finance Reform (Disc 2, 15:03)
4.4 Elections and Voting
        4.4.1 Voter Turnout (Disc 2, 12:04)
        4.4.2 Case Study: The Election of 1800: The Bitter Battle (Disc 2, 10:35)
        4.4.3 Case Study: The Disputed Election of 1876 (Disc 2, 11:58)
        4.4.4 The Issues (Disc 2, 12:35)                                                                                                             back to top
        4.4.5 Voting Decisions (Disc 2, 11:14)
        4.4.6 Nonvoting (Disc 2, 12:22)
4.5 The Media and Politics
        4.5.1 Media Influence (Disc 2, 11:14)
        4.5.2 Media Bias (Disc 2, 12:08)
        4.5.3 Influencing Elections and Shaping Public Opinion (Disc 2, 12:11)
        4.5.4 Video Biography: Negative Campaign Ads (Disc 2, 6:41)

	 WEEK FIVE “Political Institutions.” –“Congress: Our Representatives.”

	5.1 Congress: Our Representatives
        5.1.1 A Bicameral Legislative Body (Disc 2, 12:50)
        5.1.2 Getting Elected (Disc 2, 11:18)
        5.1.3 Staffs, Perks, and Specialized Offices (Disc 2, 9:15)
        5.1.4 Roles of Legislators (Disc 2, 11:39)
        5.1.5 Hot Topic: Term Limits (Disc 2, 11:40)                                                                                                    back to top
5.2 Congress in Action
        5.2.1 Characteristics of the Two Houses (Disc 2, 12:04)
        5.2.2 The House (Disc 2, 12:41)
        5.2.3 The Senate (Disc 2, 12:25)
        5.2.4 How a Bill Becomes Law (Disc 2, 14:32)
        5.2.5 Evaluating Congress (Disc 2, 10:27)
5.3 The Office of the President
        5.3.1 Being President (Disc 2, 12:15)
        5.3.2 Presidential Leadership (Disc 2, 14:08)
        5.3.3 The Presidential Staff and Advisers (Disc 3, 11:39)
        5.3.4 Hot Topic: Presidential Pardons (Disc 3, 10:14)

WEEK SIX   “Political Institutions.” –“The Presidency.”tatives.”
5.4 The Roles of the President
        5.4.1 Legislative Agenda Setter (Disc 3, 11:37)
        5.4.2 National CEO (Disc 3, 8:52)
        5.4.3 A World Leader (Disc 3, 11:02)
        5.4.4 Hot Topic: Edith Wilson as Petticoat President (Disc 3, 9:57)
        5.4.5 Party Leader (Disc 3, 10:43)
        5.4.6 Hot Topic: Presidential Character (Disc 3, 10:54)
5.5 The Powers of the President
        5.5.1 Powers and Privileges (Disc 3, 11:48)
        5.5.2 Checks and Restraints on Presidential Power (Disc 3, 13:39)
        5.5.3 Hot Topic: Executive Privilege (Disc 3, 12:44)
 5.6 Divided Government
        5.6.1 Controlling Extremes (Disc 3, 11:58)
        5.6.2 Lobbying the President and Congress (Disc 3, 13:56)
        5.6.3 Hot Topic: The Electoral College (Disc 3, 16:40)
5.8 The Federal Court System
        5.8.1 Court Powers and Restraints (Disc 3, 13:58)
        5.8.2 Prosecution and Defense in Federal Courts (Disc 3, 12:54)
        5.8.3 Case Study: Roe v. Wade and the Abortion Movement, Part One (Disc 3, 6:50)
        5.8.4 Case Study: Roe v. Wade and the Abortion Movement, Part Two (Disc 3, 14:41)

WEEK SEVEN    “Political Institutions.” –“The Judiciary: United States Supreme Court.”

5.9 The Supreme Court
        5.9.1 Appointing the Court (Disc 3, 13:34)
        5.9.2 Leadership on the Supreme Court (Disc 3, 9:50)
        5.9.3 Process and Calendar (Disc 3, 14:21)
        5.9.4 Early Decisions That Defined Federal Power (Disc 3, 8:30)
        5.9.5 Case Study: Affirmative Action (Disc 3, 11:50)
        5.9.6 Case Study: Incorporation (Disc 3, 12:21)

	 WEEKS EIGHT & NINE   “Public Policy” (Social & Economic Policies.”)

	6.1 Policymaking 
        6.1.1 Purpose and Policymaking (Disc 3, 11:35)
        6.1.2 Policy Development (Disc 3, 13:11)
        6.1.3 Changing Public Policy (Disc 3, 12:42)
        6.1.4 The Media and Governance (Disc 3, 11:07)
        6.1.5 Case Study: School Vouchers (Disc 3, 13:27)
6.2 Economic Policy
        6.2.1 Theories of Economic Policy (Disc 3, 9:09)
        6.2.2 Tax Policy (Disc 3, 14:35)
        6.2.3 How the Budget Influences Policy (Disc 3, 11:38)
        6.2.4 Debt, Deficits, and Surpluses (Disc 3, 14:11)
        6.2.5 Managing the Economy (Disc 3, 14:10)
        6.2.6 The Global Economy and the U.S. (Disc 3, 10:29)
        6.2.7 Case Study: Energy Policy (Disc 3, 13:21)
6.3 Social Policy
        6.3.1 Promoting the General Welfare (Disc 3, 12:40)
        6.3.2 Social Policy and Poverty (Disc 4, 12:25)
        6.3.3 Senior Citizens (Disc 4, 14:52)
        6.3.4 Health Care (Disc 4, 13:00)
        6.3.5 Education (Disc 4, 12:11)
        6.3.6 Hot Topic: Invisible Welfare (Disc 4, 8:27)                                                                                                back to top
  “WEEK TEN  “Foreign Policy” & “Post Cold War.”
6.4 Foreign Policy: An Introduction
        6.4.1 U.S. Foreign Policy: Pre-20th Century (Disc 4, 7:21)
        6.4.2 U.S. Foreign Policy: 20th Century and Beyond (Disc 4, 12:20)
6.5 Foreign Policy: The Cast of Characters
        6.5.1 The U.S. President (Disc 4, 10:56)
        6.5.2 Influences on Presidents' Behavior (Disc 4, 9:58)
        6.5.3 The United Nations (Disc 4, 11:16)
        6.5.4 Treaties and Alliances (Disc 4, 10:43)
6.6 The Post-Cold War Era
        6.6.1 Consequences of the Collapse of the USSR (Disc 4, 10:33)
        6.6.2 Defense Issues (Disc 4, 9:45)
        6.6.3 Foreign Aid (Disc 4, 8:15)
        6.6.4 Hot Topic: The World Trade Organization: Corporate Power Run Rampant? (Disc 4, 10:53)

	  WEEK ELEVEN  Toward a Changing Democracy

	    7.1 Citizen Participation in the New Century
        7.1.1 A Clash of Values for Governance (Disc 4, 12:18)
        7.1.2 Immigration and the New Governance (Disc 4, 9:52)
        7.1.3 Political Participation in the New Century (Disc 4, 9:28)
        7.1.4 Hot Topic: Rosenberg on Election 2000 (Disc 4, 13:49


	

	 IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:   

	Last day of instruction: December 12, 2005

	FINAL EXAMINATION: December 14,  & 15, 2005 (In class test)

	IMPORTANT DATES:                

September 29, 05         “Instructor’s signature required for all add/drop activity”
October 7, 05                  “Last day to Add classes”
October 10, 05                “Instructor and Dean signatures required and will be charged $35 per class”
December 15, 05           “Last Day of instruction,” i.e., regular class


( INTERNET LINKS: (Source: www.thinkwell.com by permission)
· “September 11 Legislation: Current information on federal legislation related to the attacks of September 11, 2001. Site sponsored by the Library of Congress.
· The White House: Official website of the president’s residence. Includes information about the president, an interactive map of how the president’s budget affects each state, the president’s legislative agenda, and the history of the White House

· Articles of Confederation: A transcript of the Articles of Confederation 
· Presidential Administrations: A complete list of cabinet secretaries (1789-2000)

· Declaration of Independence: A transcript of the declaration 

· Presidential Elections: Results for all presidential elections (1789-2000)

· Presidents: A list of U.S. presidents, first ladies, and vice presidents

· Speakers of the House: A list of all Speakers of the U.S. House of Representatives (1789- present)

· The Federalist No. 10: "'To Break and Control the Violence of Faction' - Madison's arguments for the plan of representative democracy set out in the Constitution

· The Federalist No. 51: 'Checks and Balances' - Madison's arguments that the countervailing powers of the three branches of government provide the best safeguard for the people's liberty

· The American Presidency: Grolier-sponsored website featuring sound clips of presidents from Grover Cleveland to Ronald Reagan (not including Harding, Coolidge, or Hoover). Includes links to encyclopedia entries about the presidents.                          back to top
· The Federalist No. 78: 'Judicial Review and an Independent Judiciary' - Hamilton's case for judicial review and for judges having lifetime tenure

· U.S. Constitution: A transcript of the Constitution and amendments 
· U.S. Supreme Court Justices: A list of the 108 justices (1789- 2000)

· Roe v. Wade: CNN-sponsored site for the 25th anniversary of the Roe decision. Includes video clips (requires XXtreme plug-in), a discussion of terms used in the debate, and an interview with Norma McCorvey ('Jane Roe' in the case).

· Constitutional amendment process: Research the National Archives for information on how a proposed amendment becomes ratified. 

· U.S. House of Representatives: Official website of the House. Includes a House directory; a listing of House members’ offices, committee offices, and leadership offices; a schedule of pending legislation; a list of roll call votes; and employment opportunity
· Electoral College: Everything about the Electoral College: complete vote tallies from 1789-2000, electoral votes by state from 1789-2000, and an Electoral College calculator for predicting (or manipulating) Electoral College results

· Clerk of the U.S. House of Representatives: Contains results of 2000 presidential and congressional elections. Lists House members and their committee assignments, standing committees and subcommittees, members by state, and links to other matters related to the House.

· Legislative information on the Internet: Library of Congress-sponsored site for congressional legislative activity. Includes summaries and texts of bills, access to the Congressional Record, and reports and schedules of House and Senate committees.

· Campaign finance: Website of the Center for Responsive Politics contains information about the campaign contributions of interest groups and PACs. Information for contributions by some industries goes back to 1989.

· U.S. Supreme Court: Official website of the Court. Includes docket, Court rules, a history of the Court, and opinions (many files are in PDF form).

· State Court Websites: Easy-to-use links to state court websites in all states; sponsored by the National Center for State Courts.

· C-SPAN: Official website of the cable TV channel. Three channels of audio and video presentations of House and Senate sessions and some committee hearings (viewing video presentations requires RealPlayer, version 7 or higher).

· Presidential inaugurations: Website sponsored by the Library of Congress covering the 54 inaugurations from 1789 to 2001. Includes digitized copies of inaugural addresses in the presidents’ handwriting, photos, and memorabilia.
· Federal Register: Daily government publication where all federal regulations are first posted. Site also includes links to public laws and presidential documents, including a codification of executive orders from April 1945 to January 1989.
· Technology: ‘The Business Newspaper for Government Systems Integrators.' Articles and links to all aspects of technology systems related to government.

· Historical documents at Freedom Shrine: Texts of 30 historic documents, ranging from the Mayflower Compact (1620) to the Constitution (1787), Franklin Roosevelt’s 'Four Freedoms' address to Congress (1941), and Martin Luther King’s 'I Have a Dream Speech' (1963).

· National Election Studies: Biennial polling data from 1948-2000 on Americans’ voting, political beliefs, and political participation.

· U.S. Senate: Official website of the Senate. Includes lists of senators (alphabetically and by state) and committees, legislative activities, the Senate’s schedule, and a search function for pending bills.

· Ending Filibuster & Consequences: Republicans may move to eliminate filibuster tradition to ramrod conservative agenda through the Spring 2005 session

· Republican National Committee: The official Republican Party view of all things related to government.                                                                                                  [back to top]
· Democratic National Committee: The official Democratic Party view of all things related to government.
· Campaign ads: PBS-sponsored website based on 'The 30-Second Candidate,' a 1998 documentary. Contains dozens of television spots (requires either QuickTime or RealVideo), interviews, and a section on emotional manipulation by ads.

· New Millennium Young Voters Project: Website sponsored by the National Association of Secretaries of State to encourage 18-24-year olds to vote.

· Government links: Page of links to all aspects of government. Includes links to all state governments, the CIA World Fact book, the Census Bureau, and the FBI’s Most Wanted List.

· National Civil Rights Museum: Website of the museum located in Memphis, Tennessee. Includes a virtual tour of the museum, which contains an historical review of black protest for civil rights since the early 19th century. 
· Alexis de Tocqueville: C-SPAN-sponsored site includes Tocqueville’s itinerary in America, excerpts from his letters and journals, famous passages from Democracy in America, and a list of contemporary references to Tocqueville and his work.

· Social Justice Network: Website sponsored by the Leadership Conference on Civil Rights containing articles, press releases, and links related to civil rights and social justice.
· Statistical Abstract of the United States: Census data in tabular form. Includes complete data for 31 categories (from population to national defense to foreign aid) from 1995-2000. Data from the censuses going back to 1790 can also be found (all files are in PDF form).

· The Law: Omnibus site for all things related to the law. Excellent source for decisions of the Supreme Court and most federal courts, the U.S. code, and some state legal codes.                                                                         
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· U.S. Supreme Court Multimedia Database: Website featuring famous Court cases, information about the justices, and a virtual tour of the Supreme Court building.

· U.S. government: Links page for all aspects of the national government organized by branch (executive, legislative, and judicial) and topic (agriculture, taxes, defense, etc.)”  (Source: www.thinkwell.com by permission)
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