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GATTACA is a movie that touches base on many genetic issues, from moral issues to physical issues.  The movie itself takes place in the not-too-distant-future in which genetically breeding and identifying individuals on a daily bases is just a part of the status quo.  The main character of the story is a non-genetically advanced man named Vincent who has a dream of exploring the galaxy.  However, under the current conditions of the means of hiring employees, Vincent was doomed at birth for he had a bad fortune waiting for him, 99% chance of heart malfunction, 86% chance of attention deficit disorder, and an estimated length of survival of 30 years.  With these sort of statistics, no space company, especially one as elite as GATTACA would ever accept such an inferior candidate for one of their astronauts.  The story evolves from Vincent growing from a young man, always living in his little brother’s shadow, who is genetically superior, while having a dream of becoming an astronaut.  One day, his father spotted his son, Vincent, thoroughly reading a book titled “Outer Space Careers” and the father replied with probably the rudest comment possible, “Son, the only way you’ll be able to see the inside of a spaceship is to be cleaning it.”  And thus, Vincent joined the GATTACA janitor faculty and heard word of a man who can change his identities with a far genetically superior person, who would be more than welcome aboard a spaceship.  After much training, Vincent joins GATTACA under the name of Gerome Morrow and uses many clever techniques to keep his identity as Gerome Marrow’s.  However, with the murder of a high-ranking official in GATTACA, the murder investigation team picks up DNA from an unknown person, that of Vincent.  Simply because his DNA is unknown, this unknown person was the number one suspect, but having his fingerprints, and a ready supply of blood and urine samples, it was hard to prove that Vincent was not actually Gerome Morrow.  Eventually though, the actual murderer was found, but not without great peril to Vincent, for his brother, who turns out to be the investigator of the case, discovers Gerome Morrow’s true identity as his brother, Vincent.  Now, Vincent must show his brother, Anton, that even children born from the womb through conception can still have a chance in society, and he does so by saving Anton’s life for a second time by playing chicken in the ocean.  In conclusion, Vincent succeeds in convincing his competitive, genetically enhanced brother that he does not have to turn Vincent in, and Vincent lives on to become an astronaut.  I would like to say and everyone lived happily ever after, but the perfectly good ending was ruined by the real Gerome Morrow incinerating himself in a furnace.

What I got out of GATTACA is that genetically altering children to make a better offspring is definitely not a good route for the human race to take.  It would result in decades of discrimination, followed by centuries of monotonous “living” in which no competition or challenge would exist since everybody would be roughly equally genetically advanced, with no outliers, and everyone having just as much skill in art, science, math, and music as the next guy. 
