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	LINKS TO CURRENT STORIES AND INTERVIEWS IN AUDIO FORMAT 

INTERACTIVE MAPS 
http://www.wadsworth.com/history_d/special_features/ext/duiker_maps/index.html 

ANIMATED WORLD HISTORY TIMELINES 
http://wadsworth.com/history_d/templates/student_resources/0534627129_duiker/timeline/WAD_DS_WH5eTimeLines.htm 

THE RELIGION PAGE 
http://www.npr.org/templates/topics/topic.php?topicId=1016 

An Islamic Journey Inside Europe 
Five-Part Series Examines Continent's Growing Muslim Population 
http://www.npr.org/programs/atc/features/2003/feb/europe_muslims/index.html 

Islam Part II: American Muslims 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=1133251 

Series Examines 'Struggle for the Soul of Islam'  
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4258003 

Much of the discussion about Islam since Sept. 11 has oversimplified a complex religion, according to Edward Said, a professor of English and Comparative Literature at Columbia University. (7:45) 
His list of suggested books, written by Muslims, about the many faces of the Islamic religion: 
• Classical Arab Islam: The Culture and Heritage of the Golden Age by Tarif Khalidi. 
• The Cairo Trilogy (Palace Walk, Palace of Desire, Sugar Street) by Naguib Mahfouz . 
• The Road to Mecca by Muhammad Asad.  
Read Edward Said's essay on Islam, "Impossible Histories," originally published in the July 2002 issue of Harper's Magazine. 
http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/crisis/said.htm 

THE 9/11 COMISSION REPORT 
http://www.npr.org/documents/2004/9-11/911Report.pdf 

NPR Special Report: Muslims in America 
http://www.npr.org/news/specials/response/home_front/features/2001/oct/muslim/011029.muslim.html 

America Responds: Special Coverage Since Sept. 11 http://www.npr.org/news/specials/response/ 

Reza Aslan, author of the new book No god But God: The Origins, Evolution, and Future of Islam, explains the political and social origins of Islam. In the future, he says, democracy can thrive in the Islamic world, but it won't look the same as democracy in the West.  http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4649031 

Iran's leaders struggle with an Islamic dissident. A conservative political party with roots in Turkey's Islamist movement takes on the job of running a secular state. Join host Neal Conan and his guests to discuss democracy and Islam.   http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=849353 

As Iraq moves toward self-government, conversations about the interplay between Islam and democracy continue in the United States and in the Muslim world. Commentator Murad Kalam recently returned from a trip to Egypt that changed his views about how democracy can work in Muslim countries. His new novel is titled Night Journey.  http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=1418299 

Since Sept. 11, Americans are increasingly curious about Islam. But, when a university required its new students to read a book about the Koran, a law suit got filed. What should we know about the Islamic world and what's the best way to learn it? Join Neal Conan for this hour's Talk of the Nation from NPR News.  http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=1148332 

Ahmed Rashid has been covering Afghanistan, Pakistan and Central Asia for more than 20 years. His bestselling book Taliban offered important insight into a part of the world most Americans knew nothing about until September 11th. His latest book is called "Jihad."  http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=1140463 

Islam on the Internet 
Three-Part Series Explores Intersection of Faith and Technology  http://www.npr.org/programs/watc/cyberislam/ 

Sufism -- a poetic, mystical form of Islam -- is enjoying a revival in Jakarta, particularly among the wives of the elite in Indonesia's financial and oil sectors. The religion appeals to those searching for a modern, tolerant form of Islam.  http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=3916803 

NPR's Anne Garrels profiles one of Egypt's leading exponents of Sufism, an ancient division of Islam that eschews the worldliness of the dominant Moslem sects.  http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=1026378 

Analysis: Tracing The History Of Iraq From Its Earliest Days Of Civilization To The Present  http://www.npr.org/programs/totn/transcripts/2002/sep/020919.conan.html 

In Iraq, Saudi Arabia and other Arab countries, the political strength of Shia Muslims is growing. NPR's Alex Chadwick talks with Fawaz Gerges, professor of Middle East Studies at Sarah Lawrence College about the implications the trend holds for the Sunni Muslim majority. http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4521301 

Beyond the War in Iraq: Chronology 
A Timeline of Events in the Current Iraqi Conflict 
http://www.npr.org/news/specials/iraq2003/war_timeline.html 

NPR's Cheryl Corley gets perspectives on Iraq from two Iraqi Americans, Shiite cleric Moustafa al-Qazwini and Sunni Anas Shallal. Both blame the worsening situation in Iraq on missteps by the U.S. military and civilian occupation authority.  http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=1832611 

The Fall of Islam,” Harper's New Monthly Magazine, vol. 14, iss. 79, December 1856.  http://www.harpers.org/FallOfIslam.html 

Events Related To Iraq  http://www.harpers.org/Iraq.html 

ISLAM: EMPIRE OF FAITH, a three-part series, re-creates the spectacular sweep of Islamic power and faith during its first 1,000 years, from Muhammad's birth to the Ottoman Empire under Suleyman the Magnificent. Evocative re-enactments and art, artifacts, and architecture combine with scholarly interviews to recount the rise and glory of Islamic civilization.  INTERACTIVE WEBSITE AND RESOURCES INCLUDING LESSON PLANS  http://www.pbs.org/empires/islam/index.html 

AFRICA http://www.pbs.org/news/news_world.html#africa 
Frontline 
Ambush at Mogadishu  
Long Walk of Nelson Mandela, The 
Loose Nukes, The 
Muslims 
Plague War 
Triumph of Evil 
Valentina's Nightmare  
Frontline/World 
Nigeria: The Road North 
Sierra Leone: Gunrunners  
Global Connections: Liberia  
P.O.V. 
State of Denial 
Wide Angle 
AIDS Warriors 
Growing Up Global 
Road to Riches 

MIDDLE EAST  http://www.pbs.org/news/news_world.html#middleeast 
Frontline  
Battle for the Holy Land 
Blair's War 
Campaign Against Terror 
Gunning For Saddam 
Hunting Bin Laden 
In Search of Al Qaeda 
Inside the Terror Network 
Last Battle of the Gulf War 
Long Road To War, The 
Loose Nukes, The 
Man Who Knew, The 
Muslims 
Shattered Dreams of Peace: The Road From Oslo 
Siege of Bethlehem, The 
Spying on Saddam 
Saudi Time Bomb? 
Target America 
Terror and Tehran 
War Behind Closed Doors, The  
Frontline/World 
Iraq: Road to Kirkuk 
Iraq: Truth and Lies in Baghdad 
Israel/Palestinian Territories: In the Line of Fire 
Israel: Tracing Borders 
Lebanon: Party of God  
Global Connections: The Middle East  
Wide Angle 
Exclusive to al-Jazeera  
Saddam's Ultimate Solution 
Growing Up Global 

ROOTS OF TERRORISM- A teacher’s guide  http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/teach/terror/background/6.html 

Like all people, Arab Americans are too often described in simplistic terms. Although the Arab culture is one of the oldest on Earth, it is, in many parts of the United States, misunderstood. http://www.freep.com/jobspage/arabs/index.htm 

Islam at the Crossroads- The allegiance of Muslim terrorists to a particularly virulent form of Islam has provoked fear and controversy all across the world. What are the tenets of this faith? Why has it seemingly spawned such fanaticism and hatred of Jews, Christians, Americans and the West? Is violence a perversion of Islam, as President Bush insists, or inherent in its teachings? Is Islam one faith or many?  http://www.pbs.org/thinktank/transcript1151.html 

In Afghanistan and much of the Islamic world, Ramadan prayers began this morning, hours after a sliver of the new moon appeared the night before. The holy month of fasting, prayer, and reflection recalls God's revelation of the Koran to the prophet Mohammed 14 centuries ago.  http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/religion/july-dec01/islam_11-16.html 

The Islamic population of the world is over one billion people and growing. Through the centuries, Islamic and Western cultures have often been at odds even though their teachings share many of the same basic tenets.  http://www.pbs.org/thinktank/transcript230.html 


Ever since September 11, Americans have been trying to understand Islam. Is there something about the religion itself that drove the terrorists? Or had a small, violent minority that despised the modern West hijacked Islam to justify its politics? http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/week616/cover.html 

The eight journalists and scholars — among them Muslims, Christians, Jews, and Agnostics — began by talking about their own reaction to September 11. And as they moved on found themselves discussing what events since 9/11 reveal about Islam's own contradictions. Here is part of the conversation in progress.  http://www.pbs.org/now/transcript/transcript_islamvsislam.html 
 

http://www.pbs.org/now/politics/collision.html 
Islam and the West 

As delegates from Iraq's political and religious factions meet to discuss their country's democratization, experts discuss the question of Islam in a democratic government. http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/middle_east/jan-june03/dem_4-28.html 

the role of women throughout the Muslim world is getting more and more attention. Does the Koran subjugate women to men? Have centuries of male dominance prevented many Muslim women from seeing themselves as individual persons? http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/week521/feature.html 

Islam: A Guide for Jews and Christians http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/week616/exclusive.html 

INTO THE KINGDOM Part I  
From Saudi Arabia, Elizabeth Farnsworth explores a country and culture that have remained inaccessible to most foreign reporters. Part II  From Saudi Arabia, Elizabeth Farnsworth explores the connections between religion, education and terrorism.  http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/middle_east/saudi_arabia/index.html 

About Sufism From Two New Books On Islam  http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/week610/sufi.html 


WEBSITES

	Arab-Israeli Conflict 
	The BBC provides an in-depth examination of the Arab-Israeli conflict and its history 

	BBC News on the Middle East 
	Current events in the Middle East brought to you by the BBC 

	Human Rights Watch: Afghanistan 
	Web site chronicles the state of human rights in Afghanistan 

	Iraq Events and Analysis 
	Directory of Web sites covering various facets of Iraq 

	League of Arab States 
	The official Web site of the League of Arab States 

	Middle East News Sources 
	Large directory of news sources from the Middle East 

	Middle East Studies Internet Resources 
	Extensive directory of Middle East Web sites 

	OPEC 
	Visit the official OPEC Web site. 

	The World Bank: Middle East and North Africa 
	Investigate World Bank activities in the Middle East 

	United Arab Emirates 
	This official web site of the UAE provides current events, history and a virtual tour of this progressive Middle East nation 

	Carnegie Council on Ethics and International Affairs 
	The best inventory of global issues, with Point of View commentary and links to other Web sites dealing with each issue. 

	Centre Pompidou 
	Foremost museum of modern art in France and one of the finest in Europe. Excellent online images from the museum's extensive collections of modern French and European art. 

	Cold War International History Project 
	Very comprehensive online collection of original and translated primary documents in such areas as Cold War origins, leaders, Stalin era, Reagan era, etc. 

	European Parliament 
	This is the official site for the European Parliament. 

	European Union in the United States 
	This is the site for the European Union (EU) in the U.S. 

	Green Parties in Europe 
	This site provides links to numerous Green parties. 

	Human Rights Watch 
	Global organization that monitors human rights around the world. 

	International Crisis Group 
	The International Crisis Group (ICG) is a private, multinational organization dedicated to understanding and responding to international crises. 

	Museum of Modern Art, New York 
	MOMA, Museum of Modern Art, New York Premier modern art collection in the world with outstanding selections online from the galleries. Superb for modern interior and industrial design. 

	NATO 
	Official Web site of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

	Postmodernism in Architecture 
	This site provides a guideline to postmodern architecture. 

	The World Bank 
	This is the official site of the World Bank, an international organization that provides development loans to many countries. 

	Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
	Read the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

	World Future Society 
	The World Future Society is a nonprofit educational and scientific organization whose main interest is how social and technological developments are shaping the future. 


INTERACTIVE MAPS

http://www.wadsworth.com/history_d/special_features/ext/duiker_maps/index.html
ANIMATED WORLD HISTORY TIMELINES

http://wadsworth.com/history_d/templates/student_resources/0534627129_duiker/timeline/WAD_DS_WH5eTimeLines.htm
An accurate and nuanced knowledge of the Middle East is important in understanding the behavior of residents there, and understanding their perceptions of foreigners. Unfortunately, both sides -- Middle East and West -- hold a number of common misperceptions about each other, informed more often by stereotypes than by facts or firsthand knowledge.


Common Western perceptions about Islam and the Middle East
Perception: "Arab" and "Muslim" refer to the same people.
Arabs are people who speak Arabic as a native language and identify themselves as Arabs; Muslims are those who practice the religion of Islam. Many Arabs are not Muslims, and not all Muslims are Arabs. More than a billion people in the world are Muslims, but fewer than 15 percent of Muslims worldwide are Arabs. The majority of Muslims live outside the Middle East, in places like Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia, India, and Pakistan. Arabic is the language of the Islamic faith, just as Latin was for Catholicism until recently. Therefore, all Muslims are expected to know at least a few key words and phrases in the Arabic language.


Perception: Islam is fundamentally different from Christianity and Judaism.
Muslims, Christians, and Jews worship the same god. All three are monotheistic religions (The belief that there is only one ultimate God), with many common doctrines, texts, and beliefs.   Muslims respect the same prophets as Jews and Christians, including Abraham, Noah, Moses, and Jesus. In fact, Muslims consider Islam to have existed since Abraham, with Judaism and Christianity being intermediate forms of the final religion revealed to Muhammad. Jews and Christians are specifically protected in the Quran as Peoples of the Book, since Islam considers both the Torah and the New Testament to be revelations from God, though flawed in the process of human transmission. As an example of a difference in interpretation, Muslims do not believe Jesus is the son of God; this acceptance would contradict the Islamic belief in the uniqueness of God's divinity. Like Judaism, Islam has a strong legal tradition that describes the rules by which members of the religious community should live. Some of these rules -- like the dietary restriction against eating pork -- are very similar.


Perception: Islam is Oppressive to Women:

http://aolsvc.pbs.aol.com/researchandlearn/wgbh/globalconnections/mideast/video/mediadepictions.html
(VIDEO clip on Women & Islam)

Islam was a major reform for women and granted them new rights, including the right to agree to their marriage partner, the right to education, and a guaranteed share of family inheritance. Muslim societies, however, may interpret those rights very differently. In most Middle Eastern countries, the law allows women to vote, work outside the home, and even run for office, but -- as is the case in other countries, too -- custom and practice may not always be as liberal as the law allows. Just as it is in the United States, the "proper" role of women is a subject of debate. Some Muslim groups consider a woman's role in the home and family primary and seek to prevent inappropriate behavior -- sexual and otherwise -- by restricting fashion choices or independent access to public life. Others believe women should have equal and independent roles in society, without restriction by the law, family, or custom. The seemingly contradictory rights and restrictions for women in some Muslim countries may seem very foreign. In Saudi Arabia, for example, women vote, work, and have excellent access to education, but they must wear a restrictive veil and are prohibited from driving cars. But religion is not always conservative in its attitude toward women. There are scholars today who advocate an Islamic feminism, using the basic texts of Islam as justification. These feminists demand that the rights women are given in the Quran replace the restrictive customs of society

Perception: The Middle East is one big sandy desert with lots of camels, populated by... men in turbans and long white robes... women in black with their faces covered... men waving long curved swords... harems with scantily clad women serving one man... husbands with four wives... rich oil sheikhs... and terrorists.
The Middle East and the Islamic world are diverse societies. More Muslims live in fertile plains and fishing villages than in deserts. Clothing and customs for men and women vary enormously in different countries and depend on variables like class, education, political structures, urban vs. rural location, and individual preference.

... "Harem" refers simply to the family's part of the house in gender-segregated societies where strange (unknown) men were not admitted. Most families in the Middle East consist of one husband and one wife, their children, and perhaps one or more of the husband's or wife's parents.

... While there are individuals in the Middle East who have certainly become very wealthy because of oil, the majority of people in the region are either poor or middle class.

... Acts of terrorism are carried out by only a few. While there is some ambivalence among Muslims about attacks carried out by Palestinian extremists against Israelis -- since many Muslims consider this a legitimate national struggle against a much stronger enemy -- there is wide condemnation of attacks against civilians.

Perception: Muslims hate all non-believers, and our cultural differences are insurmountable.
Muslim societies through history have tended to be more tolerant of religious minorities -- especially Jews and Christians -- than the West has. The Middle East has a long history of trade, communication, and cultural exchange with Europe and the United States, as well as other cultures around the world. Some groups in the Middle East today disagree with U.S. foreign policies, but this is a political rather than a purely religious issue. While it's true that there are those in the Middle East who mistrust extremes of Western cultural influence and want to protect local cultural norms and practices, many Muslims want to adopt (or adapt) other aspects of Western culture and technology.


Perception: Muslims are fanatics.
While some Muslims have a very strict interpretation of how one should live as a Muslim, there is enormous diversity in the Islamic world -- just as there is in predominantly Christian and Jewish societies -- in how religion is practiced daily and how religious law should be applied.

	Perception: Islam is violent.
	


Most Muslims condemn violence as heartily as any non-Muslim and resent being presumed violent on the basis of a shared religion or the rhetoric of a particular group. Muslims often ask, "Did Timothy McVeigh's bombing of a federal building in Oklahoma City mean all Christians are terrorists?" News stories about "Islamic terrorism" often imply that Islam upholds the idea of jihad as a holy war fought against nonbelievers. For most Muslims, the most important meaning of "jihad" is intensely personal; it is the internal struggle to be a moral person. "Jihad" can also refer to the struggle for social justice or the defense of the Islamic community against outside attack. The Quran permits war to defend and expand the Islamic community, but it sets strict limits: No one should be forced to convert; and in battle, the lives and livelihood of noncombatants must be protected.

Perception: Muslims are all foreigners who cannot adapt to Western societies.
Muslims live normal lives in societies throughout the world -- shopping, cooking, telling jokes, going to work, raising families. They also have a long history in America. For example, a large proportion of the African slaves brought to America in the 18th and 19th centuries were Muslim. Arab immigrants came to this country in waves starting in the late 19th century; most were Christian, but many were Muslim. While it is difficult to get an accurate count, it is estimated that there are about six million Muslims in the United States. Among this six million are Muslims who were born and raised here, including African American Muslims, and others who migrated here from cultures around the globe. Islam is the fastest growing religion in the United States.

Perception: Muslims live in medieval times, unable to adapt to the current world.
Muslims live in the modern world. Even the most conservative Islamists are trying to work out how to live as good Muslims in the present, not how to turn back the clock.


Where do these misperceptions and stereotypes come from?
Since before the Crusades, European visitors to the Middle East have often exaggerated the differences between themselves and local Middle Eastern communities, concentrating on the "exotic" rather than the similarities. The concept of "Orient" that was invented by Europeans was based on these fanciful perceptions rather than on facts. The insistence on creating and upholding negative stereotypes worked to justify wars, colonial expansion, and the exploitation of native peoples and resources. This trend, called Orientalism, continues today. Stereotypes are often perpetuated by the media. When the news media reports on violence in the Middle East, there is rarely an effort made to find quotes (or at least air them) from those who condemn the acts. For example, a few Palestinians celebrating the events of September 11, 2001, were shown on CNN, but little airtime was given to the Palestinians who were mourning. In general, fast-breaking and headline news tends to concentrate on the negative or threatening aspects of other societies in times of conflict, but to ignore the productive aspects of these cultures when they are at peace.Movies, travel agencies, advertisers -- the outlets and agencies that form our ideas of the Middle East and elsewhere -- generally emphasize the exotic and strange. Stereotypical images are used repeatedly as shorthand to evoke a particular reaction. A sheikh in a robe, for example, suggests the erotic and mysterious, and this image can be used to sell everything from movie tickets to cigarettes to perfume

Perceptions about the United States
People in other countries, Muslim and non-Muslim alike, often have misperceptions about life in America. Ironically, they get their images of the United States from American movies, popular music, and television shows. And where the national media is run by a foreign government, particularly one that doesn't agree with U.S. foreign policies, it may choose to reinforce negative stereotypes of the U.S.

http://aolsvc.pbs.aol.com/researchandlearn/wgbh/globalconnections/mideast/video/cmes1.html
(VIDEO CLIP

Perception: All Americans are rich.
While it is true that most Americans enjoy a higher standard of living than most people in the Middle East, many in the Middle East assume that all Americans live the lifestyle of the rich and famous reflected in popular TV series like Beverly Hills 90210 and in movies. This perception does not take into account the many socioeconomic levels at which Americans live.

Perception: Americans have no family values.
Just as there is a vast diversity in ethnicities, religions, cultures, and language groups in the United States, there are also broad differences in the definition of family values here. For some outside America, the high U.S. divorce rate and the practice of putting older relatives in nursing homes rather than caring for them in the family home are used as evidence that the American family structure has broken down completely

Perception: America is hypocritical

America's values of democracy, freedom, and economic opportunity are sometimes seen as being only for Americans, despite what American leaders may say publicly. It is thought that the United States is willing to defend these values abroad only when this defense is compatible with strategic interests. Some believe that America is the new world imperial power, supporting Israel and corrupt, oppressive governments in the Middle East and around the world for its own gain and to the detriment of the Arab people and Muslims. Furthermore, it is sometimes said that to make a profit, the U.S. harms local cultures by exporting its commercialized cultural products around the world.

EXERPT FROM:

Mutual Misperceptions: The Historical Context of Muslim-Western Relations 

Gary Brown 
Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Group 
16 October 2001 

Imperialism and Colonialism

As discussed above, the diversion of world trade from the Middle East after the European voyages of discovery had disastrous consequences for most Islamic societies. As the west gained in vigour and began to expand, and as it began to lose much of its earlier focus on religion in favour of scientific thought and, later, commercialisation and industrialisation, Islamic society seemed to stagnate and to retreat into ancient verities. In the declining Ottoman Empire:

religious opposition blocked the printing of works in Turkish until the eighteenth century, even though the Jewish, Armenian and Greek communities had maintained presses for centuries. The enormous technological and intellectual advances which thrust Western Europe into the modern era were contemptuously ignored by the Ottomans.(22)
Many parts of the Muslim world were therefore easy pickings for ambitious European colonialists as Europe entered its age of imperialism from the eighteenth century onwards. By the late nineteenth century, much of the Islamic world had become western colonies, subject to economic exploitation and an imposed foreign rule, and were little more than prestige counters to be shown off or even traded at western-dominated diplomatic gatherings. The French and Spanish were established in much of North Africa, the British dominated Egypt and the Sudan. Italy gained control of Libya. The Muslim heartland in the Arabian peninsula, nominally an Ottoman province, remained free at first because it was too remote and barren to be of interest and later because no state wished to allow others to control its reserves of oil. Even so, in the nineteenth century the British established themselves at Aden (in what is now Yemen) and the Gulf States.

Though one cannot over-generalise about the oppressiveness of western colonial rule, which varied in quality from region to region and according to the particular policies of each colonial power, it is inescapable fact that western powers seized their colonies by dint of superior force, or at least by the threat of force. The Ottoman Empire itself survived as long it did (till 1918, as the famous 'sick old man of Europe') only by accepting the successive losses of territory in the Balkans forced on it by the west, and because none of the great European powers was prepared to allow another to inherit its control of the strategic straits between Europe and Asia where Istanbul (formerly Constantinople) stands. After the final collapse of the Empire in 1918, most of its possessions in the Near East (exclusive of Turkey, which became independent under the celebrated Kemal Ataturk), Iraq, Jordan, Palestine and Syria, were shared out as British or French colonies under the guise of League of Nations mandates-an act which sat uncomfortably with the claim that the war had been fought inter alia for national self-determination and freedom. The fate of Palestine, and western conduct towards it, were to have far-reaching implications by no means fully worked through even today.

Palestine

After World War I Palestine, formerly part of the Ottoman Empire, became a British mandate. During the war, the British had gained valuable support against Turkey from Arab leaders won over by the famous T. E. Lawrence ('Lawrence of Arabia'). Subsequently they supported one of these leaders, Faisal, who therefore became King of Saudi Arabia. Thus the British were the instruments of Arab independence from Turkish rule and, because Faisal's people were Wahabi Muslims, of the establishment of this puritanical sect as the state religion of Saudi Arabia.

However, during World War I the British had made one other fateful decision. In November 1917, through the so-called Balfour Declaration, they informed the Zionist Federation's Lord Rothschild that:

His Majesty's Government view with favour the establishment in Palestine of a National Home for the Jewish people, and will use their best endeavours to facilitate the achievement of this object, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country.(23)
Precisely how the British expected to achieve the establishment of a Jewish 'national home' in Palestine without prejudicing 'the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities' is impossible to say. Certainly, in the period between the World Wars they moved very cautiously, the more so because once the Muslim population of Palestine realized the implications of the Balfour Declaration, its opposition was very clear. However, the rules of the game were changed once and for all by the Nazi Holocaust of World War II. This monstrous outrage, perpetrated by an apparently civilized western state against millions of helpless Jews, created an irresistible postwar groundswell of support in the west-supported at the United Nations by the Soviet Union, which had had its own experience of Nazi inhumanity-for the establishment of a Jewish State in Palestine. The United Nations, dominated by western powers prior to the postwar wave of decolonisation, endorsed the concept, and tried to partition Palestine as fairly as it could. For their part, the Jews became determined that they would never be helpless again.

To the Palestinians, and to Muslims in general, this must have had all the appearance of Europeans trying to salve their consciences and clean up the mess of the Holocaust at the expense of the Palestinian people. It is unnecessary here to recount the further history of this region: suffice it to say that from an Islamic standpoint the surrender of important parts of Palestine, especially of Jerusalem, was unacceptable. When the neighboring Muslim states went to war to prevent the establishment of Israel, the main Western powers backed the Jewish State against them, and so they were defeated. From that day forth, Muslims have seen the west, through its dominant state, the US, consistently support Israel against Palestinian claims and in several wars. This has without doubt been the most potent modern stimulus for powerfully negative Islamic perceptions of the west.

Other Issues

There are, however, other grievances. Although several important Muslim states, including Syria and Saudi Arabia, supported the war waged in 1991 to undo the Iraqi conquest of Kuwait, the aftermath has raised new issues. In particular, the long-term application of stringent sanctions on Iraq has had disastrous consequences for the people, and persistent US refusal to support lifting these sanctions has resulted in Washington (and, by extension, the west) being blamed for the human cost. The fact that Iraq has substantial funds available to it, through the UN oil-for-food program, which Saddam Hussein's regime refuses to spend to relieve the very real distress, is not well-known, even in the west, let alone in the Muslim world.(24) Again, it is a matter of perception rather than fact. Equally unappreciated, due mainly to western failure to move in good time, was NATO's intervention in the former Yugoslavia to put an end to Slobodan Milosevic's campaigns against the Muslim peoples of Bosnia, and later of Kosovo. Matters might have been different had NATO pulled itself together in time to prevent the crimes, but as things played out, all NATO really achieved in either case was to halt them. Moreover, its military strategy in Kosovo, ostentatiously avoiding the use of ground forces, did nothing to prevent Milosevic carrying out the worst of the Kosovo 'cleansing' under cover of war conditions.(25) Reference could also be made to other issues, such as US military intervention in Lebanon (Beirut) in the eighties, the failed operation in Somalia, several postwar strikes against Iraq, the attack on an alleged chemical weapons plant in Sudan, all of which rightly or wrongly added to the image of the west of practising military aggression against, and unreasonable hostility towards, these Muslim states.

Assessment

It is perhaps just as easy for Muslims, looking back on a record including much western intolerance, aggression, exploitation and most recently dispossession, to make poorly considered generalizations about western society as it is for westerners to do likewise about Islam. According to its own lights the west is not normally aggressive or exploitative; it prides itself on its central values of democracy, free speech and hard-won religious tolerance (the latter after centuries of Catholic-Protestant intolerance and worse). Muslims living in the west have freedom of their faith, including the freedom to preach it, and if bigoted individuals or groups challenge this, laws protect Muslim rights. But all of this is, perhaps, cold comfort to those in Palestine who were driven from their homes, and to others who see the disparities in power and wealth between the west and many Islamic states. Likewise, bearing in mind that most Muslims are probably no better acquainted with the details of history than are their western counterparts, it is unsurprising that it is not difficult, based on simple generalizations and without careful consideration, to conclude that the west is, and always has been, Islam's principal religious and political enemy
For full article, go to :

http://www.aph.gov.au/library/pubs/cib/2001-02/02cib07.htm#major
There are two major Islamic sects: Sunni and Shiite. The two groups are very similar, although the Shiites exalt their Imams as a line of inspired teachers. The two sects have also had sharp political differences. The split stems from the early days of Islam and arguments over Mohammed's successors as caliph or leader.  

  Sunni comprise about 85 percent of all Muslims. Nations with Sunni majority include Egypt, Saudi Arabia and most other Arab nations, as well as non-Arab Turkey and Afghanistan. Most Palestinian Muslims are Sunni. The Sunni branch believes that the first four caliphs--Mohammed's successors--rightfully took his place as the leaders of Muslims. They recognize the heirs of the four caliphs as legitimate religious leaders. These heirs ruled continuously in the Arab world until the break-up of the Ottoman Empire following the end of the First World War. 

  Shiite are the second-largest sect. Iran is the only nation with an overwhelming Shiite majority. Iraq, Lebanon and Bahrain also have large Shiite communities. Shiites, in contrast, believe that only the heirs of the fourth caliph, Ali, are the legitimate successors of Mohammed. In 931 the Twelfth Imam disappeared. This was a seminal event in the history of Shiite Muslims. According to R. Scott Appleby, a professor of history at the University of Notre Dame, "Shiite Muslims, who are concentrated in Iran, Iraq, and Lebanon, [believe they] had suffered the loss of divinely guided political leadership" at the time of the Imam's disappearance. Not "until the ascendancy of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini in 1978" did they believe that they had once again begun to live under the authority of a legitimate religious figure

AMERICAN PERCEPTIONS OF ISLAMIC SECTS:

The Sunni-Shiite Switch
How two Islamic sects traded places in the American mind.
By David Plotz
 November 16, 2001, SLATE

This is not the first time the United States has become obsessed with an Islamic terrorist menace. For a decade after the Iranian revolution of 1979, Americans had nightmares about militant Muslims. But they were not the same militant Muslims that we fear today. Ayatollah Khomeini had galvanized Shiite masses—Shiites are a minority sect of Islam who are dominant in Iran—for his revolution, and Shiites were soon implicated in appalling attacks on Americans. In 1979, Shiite militants took U.S. Embassy personnel hostage in Tehran. During the '80s, Hezbollah, the Iran-backed Shiite terrorist operation in Lebanon, took hostages, hijacked airplanes, and murdered hundreds of Americans in suicide bombings at the U.S. Embassy and Marine barracks in Beirut. Shiites, as one newspaper put it at the time, "are synonymous with terror in the American consciousness." 
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. Shiite Muslims
Account for about 15 percent of the world's Muslims. Shiites are dominant
in Iran and are also the largest sect in Iraq. Pockets of Shiite Islam also exist
in Afghanistan, Pakistan and Tajikistan. Shiites insist that true leaders of
Islam must be descendants of Ali, the fourth caliph and Mohammed's son-
inJaw. Shiism, originally a dissident faction, has its own distinct rituals and a
more organized and hierarchical clerical system than Sunni Islam.
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American intelligence experts warned that Shiite training camps in the Iranian mountains were preparing thousands of militants for a holy war against the United States. Charismatic, homicidal Shiite imams were providing theological armor for the young warriors, preaching on the corruption of the modern West and on the need to rebuild the Muslim empire. A "Shiite International" in Tehran was allegedly coordinating the anti-American jihad. Americans grew wary of Shiites in the United States: Young Iranian students were suspect. The Shiite scare was founded partly on the belief that Shiites were inherently prone to anti-Western violence. American analysts examined Shiite religious practices and asserted that the heart of Shiah Islam was a "not rational," "violently reactionary" "extremism." Fascination with martyrdom supposedly defined Shiites. Their central holiday remembers the martyrdom of Hussein, one of Muhammad's descendents, and some Shiites commemorate by flagellating themselves with whips. A reporter dubbed this "a ceremony that spawns suicide bombers." Still, Americans could console themselves that not all Islam posed such mortal danger. Shiite extremism was contrasted with dominant Sunni Islam, which was "rational" and "moderate" and valued power and stability. We could deal with Sunnis: Sunni Egypt and Saudi Arabia were considered buttresses against Shiite madness. 

But now, in the American mind, Shiites have become Sunnis, and Sunnis have become Shiites. We say the same things about the zealous Sunni followers of Osama Bin Laden and the Taliban that used to be said about Shiite militants. According to intelligence experts, Bin Laden's training camps in the Afghan mountains have prepared thousands of militants for a holy war against the United States. Charismatic, homicidal Sunni clerics are providing theological armor for the young warriors, preaching on the corruption of the modern West and on the need to rebuild the Muslim empire. A single group, al-Qaida, is supposedly coordinating the global jihad. Americans have grown wary of Sunnis in the United States, especially young Saudi men. As with the Shiite anxiety, there is a belief that this particular kind of fundamentalist Islam is inherently violent. The belligerent Wahhabism of Bin Laden and the Taliban is a "warrior religion," a "steel-tipped Islamic fundamentalism." It, too, celebrates the idea of martyrdom and views violence as "a means of purifying a corrupt world."

Our old Shiite enemies, on the other hand, are now seen as moderates. Iran despises the Taliban and Bin Laden: The Taliban has murdered Afghan Shiites and executed Iranian diplomats. So it's not surprising that Iranian elected leaders, notably President Mohammed Khatami, have made friendly overtures toward the United States since Sept. 11. American media coverage now emphasizes that Iran is much more democratic than its neighbors, that it has abandoned—or at least curtailed—its support for Islamic extremists, and that it is the most stable, rational state in the region. (The Sunni-Shiite exchange has even infected Capitol Hill culture. A few years ago, liberals would call Christian conservatives "the Shiite wing of the Republican party." These days, lefties refer to Christian conservatives as "The American Taliban.") Of course there are still extremist Shiites, and relatively moderate Sunnis still control the biggest Islamic states. But why have Sunnis and Shiites traded places in the American Zeitgeist? Shiites have shed their dreadful American reputation because Shiite extremists really have moderated. The Iranian revolution is 22 years old. Iran is no longer an infant state: It is an adult. It has lost a war with Iraq and lost its spiritual leader Khomeini. It no longer preaches global Islamic revolution. Iranians lived with militant religion for years, saw how oppressive it was, and have (partly) democratized and (slightly) loosened up as a consequence. 

There are other reasons why Americans increasingly sympathize with Shiites. The United States used to support despicable Saddam Hussein in order to check Shiite Iran. But since Iraq's 1990 Kuwait invasion, Hussein has been enemy No. 1. Iran, the enemy of our enemy, somehow seemed kindlier, even though its anti-Americanism persisted. Much of the internal opposition to Saddam has come from Shiites in Southern Iraq, a group Saddam has brutalized. Though the United States has abandoned them militarily, their horrible suffering has been a reminder that Shiites are an oppressed minority in most of the Islamic world. And the most bloody-minded Shiite group, Hezbollah, has moderated. Now that Israel has left Lebanon and Lebanon's civil war has ended, Hezbollah has cut back on terrorism. It hasn't attacked American targets in more than a decade. Hezbollah, like the PLO, behaves more like a political operation now than a terrorist army: Its chief goal is winning political power in Lebanon. We have grown disenchanted with Sunnis because Sunni extremism has surged even as Shiite militancy has waned. Part of the Sunni radicalization can be blamed on blow-back. When the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan, the United States, hand in hand with Saudi Arabia, decided to fund Islamic fighters in Afghanistan. The U.S. policy was intended to repel the Communist invasion and check Iranian extremism next door. 

The results are now dismally familiar. Thousands of fervent Sunni Arabs—such as Bin Laden—traveled to Afghanistan to join the war, supplied and armed by American dollars. The Saudis have ended up funding thousands of Islamic schools—madrasahs—that indoctrinated tens of thousands of boys in militant, jihad-centric Islam. (Also, in order to mollify domestic Wahhabi zealots, Saudi Arabia allowed them to effectively take over its universities, which are now churning out extremist clerics by the hundreds.) After the Soviet defeat, the "Afghan Arabs" returned home, bringing jihad ardor back to Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Algeria, Jordan, and the rest of the Arab world, galvanizing nascent Islamic rebellions. 

In the West Bank and Gaza Strip, the Palestinian Authority has lost influence throughout the past five years as Palestinians recognized its corruption and weakness. Hamas and Islamic Jihad, extremist religious organizations, have filled the vacuum, proselytizing and radicalizing the secular Palestinian population and turning Arafat's political struggle for a Palestinian state into an Islamic holy war against Israel.      As there was a generation ago, there is a surging Islamic jihad, fomented by zealous clerics and soldiers who preach the glory of martyrdom, the corruption of most Arab governments, and the villainy of the United States and Israel. It has taken two decades, two massive regional wars, and an Israeli retreat for the Shiite fire to cool. Who knows how long it will take for this newer Sunni rage to burn itself out?
