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Dear Friends in Christ –

A teacher responded to a former student’s letter of Thanksgiving this way:

“My Dear Willie, 

I am an old lady in my eighties.  I am ill and I cannot leave my room.  Your letter came like a ray of bright sun, illuminating my dark day and ever darker life.  You will be interested to know that, after fifty years of teaching, your was the first letter of thanks I ever received from a former student. You lifted the clouds for me.”

Thanksgiving is a theme of brightness in the midst of a struggling world.  So often we think we can only give thanks when the sun is shining and the blessings we have are clearly visible to all who would look upon us.  When we think about counting our blessings, we often think about it when we are healthy, employed, own a home, or are surrounded by life, loved ones, and hope.  Truly when these are present, we have much to give thanks for.


However, if the truth be told, the prominent Thanksgiving moments are those that have grown out of faith where it has been tested and tried.  It is at these times that the truth of God’s abiding presence and provision become real and a light of joy in the midst of struggle.

For the Pilgrims, thanksgiving illustrates their reliance on the truth of the gospel which fostered a reverence and a willingness to profess and practice the religious principles they found to the best of their understanding.  The Pilgrims learned about adversity, the harshness of life and the seemingly overwhelming obstacles to living in a foreign world.  Yet in the midst of this struggle, they recognized the Biblical practice of hospitality.  They were also familiar with the rightness of giving a meal of gratitude for God’s provisions after the Autumn harvest.
President Lincoln often has been given credit for proclaiming the first official day of Thanksgiving; it too was born in the midst of darkness and strife to bring in a ray of sunshine and hope.  Thanksgiving Day was set aside for praising God for God’s 
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continued presence and provision in the midst of our nation’s darkest hours.

Martin Rinkart (1586-1649) probably wrote the greatest Thanksgiving son of all in the midst of the “30 Years War.”  It is said that during that time he buried many colleagues, his wife, and at times 40 people a day.  Yet with war, famine and sickness all around, he penned the words “Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voices; who wondrous things hath done, in whom His world rejoices . . .”
It is also true of our teacher, who in the midst of a dark day, and even darker life, finds the bright joy of Thanksgiving to cheer her life and allow her to raise her pen in gratitude.  She is lifted in the arms of love through the words of assurance that her life was not in vain, but faithfully lived.  This is enough to give God thanks.

The spiritual ideal of willingly giving gratitude to God for our lives and our earthly blessings of provisions and presence is a timeless truth that is ours to remember and renew each year.  In this time and place let us rejoice in “thanks-living”  which is the faith-filled process that identifies, understands, and appreciates that our lives are a gracious gift from the creator – God who love us and watches over us.

Let us celebrate this month with an attitude of gratitude and thanksgiving.

                                        Blessings and Peace – Rev. Tom Schroeder

NOVEMBER OPPORTUNITIES FOR WORSHIP

NOVEMBER 7TH – 8 & 10 A.M. WORSHIP

Jesus affirms the reality of the resurrection and that God is not 

“God of the dead” but “God of the living.” 

The Children’s Choir will sing at 10 a.m.

NOVEMBER 14TH – 8 & 10 A.M. WORSHIP

Jesus calls us to testify before others that God lives in you.

The Senior Choir will sing at 10 a.m.

NOVEMBER 21ST – 8 & 10 A.M. WORSHIP

THE REIGN OF CHRIST

Jesus calls us to bear witness that Jesus is the Lord of our living.  

The Senior Choir will sing at 10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24TH – 7:30 P.M.
Giving thanks to God in all times is the theme of our worship, our service and our celebration.  Join us to celebrate the reason for this day.
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NOVEMBER 28TH – 8 & 10 A.M.  WORSHIP

This is the first Sunday of Advent to prepare us for the coming of Christ.

We will celebrate with the Sacrament of Holy Communion at both services.

ADVENT WORSHIP CALENDAR

SUNDAY – DEC. 5TH – SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Worship at 8 & 10 a.m. with the Senior Choir singing at 10 a.m.

SUNDAY – DEC. 12TH – THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Worship at 8 & 10 a.m. with the Senior Choir Song Service at 10 a.m.

6:30 p.m.  Kohler Christmas Walk starting at Bethany Lutheran Church and ending

at St. John’s.  Everyone is invited!

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19TH – FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Worship at 8 & 10 a.m. with the Children of the Church School leading us at 10 a.m.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24TH – CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

7:30 Family Celebration Service

11 p.m.  Traditional Candlelight Service

SUNDAY – DECEMBER 26TH – SECOND DAY OF CHRISTMAS

We will worship at 10 a.m. ONLY!

27TH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS WALK - DECEMBER 12TH AT 6:30 P.M.

This year our joint venture between the churches of Kohler and the Kohler Kiwanis Club will start at Bethany Lutheran Church.  At 6:30 we will be treated to carols, greetings and an Advent message at Bethany before traveling to Grace and then on to St. John’s Church.  After the services there will be a fellowship time in the Fellowship Hall of St. John’s.  People are asked to bring an item of food, paper or hygiene supply for the Falls Food Pantry.

POINSETTIAS

The warmth of the Christmas celebration comes to life with the beautiful poinsettias of warm-weathered Mexico.  To help us decorate our sanctuary, you are invited to sponsor a poinsettia.  These 6 ½" plants with 4-6 blooms each, can be given to Grace for the Christmas Eve services and then taken home.  Cost for these plants is $8.50.  Deadline for signing up is November 28th.  Help us decorate the church!  Thank you.
TO HELP US CELEBRATE AND ACKNOWLEDGE Rev. Schroeder’s 25th year of Ordination we will be having a Pot Luck luncheon on Sunday, November 7th, following the 

10 a.m. worship service.  As a gift, we are ordering Tom a new robe!  Sign up on the foyer bulletin board and join us for a morning of food and fellowship.
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stewardship at grace

Faithfully living and giving is the quest for all who follow our Lord Jesus Christ.  How we acknowledge the gift of life, talents, time and treasure is our offering to God.  One of the greatest rewards we can receive from God comes to us in a parable of Jesus when the master turns to the servant and says, “well done, good and faithful servant.”

Stewardship by the Numbers

As of the writing of these Grace Notes, Grace Church has spent more than it has received this year to the highest amount recorded in the past 10 years!  

As of this writing the GENERAL FUND balance stands at 

-- $8,931.14 

this has necessitated postponing the ordering of resources vital to the ministry of Grace as well as cutting expenses in other areas.

The good news is that with your help we can erase the deficit and order the necessary resources for the coming year and provide hope through our missions.  

WE CAN DO IT!   WE HAVE DONE IT!  WE WILL DO IT AGAIN!

Let us live faithfully to God’s call.

KRINGLE   SALES!

The youth are still selling Racine Danish Kringles through November 7th.  They will be delivered on Nov. 17th, just before the hunting season.  Support the youth of Grace so that they can celebrate God’s presence and love in their lives.  Cost of a Kringle is $6.50.

Order sheets are on the bulletin board in the foyer.

MISSIONS AT GRACE

Check the Missions Board overlooking the lift exit in the new addition for details of our programs.

We had another great year for the “Coats for Kids” project.  We thank all who donated coats for the kids.  The Ramm, Novak, Zeigler Funeral Home collected and cleaned them before passing them on to the Salvation Army.

We mailed 29 pounds of much needed school supplies to Church World Service’s “Gifts of the Heart” program.  The school bags will be sent to needy children around the world.  A special thank you goes out to the ladies who made the school bags.  To all we say “thank you” for bringing hope to the hurting children of the world.

It is also important that we remember the elderly and their needs as the holiday season gathers near.  Sunny Ridge Nursing Home Activity Staff is planning a joyous holiday season but needs our help to bring joy to the residents.  Donated items are needed for gifts.  These items could be necessities like cologne, lotions, talc power, or gifts like baseball caps, slippers, simple games.  See the list of ideas on the bulletin board or contact Laurie Trad at 453-7067 to 
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donate your time, Christmas decorations, or holiday cookies.


Finally, our mission is never over.  Through the Head Start program of Sheboygan County, we will once again sponsor some families for Christmas.  The “GIVING TREE” will be up on November 28th with tags for gifts hanging on the branches for six families.  Take a tag, purchase the gift, then wrap it and place it under the tree with the tag clearly visible.  All gifts must be under the tree by December 12th.  Thank you for your loving help and support.  

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY MEETING ON THURSDAY EVENINGS AT 7 P.M.

The Women’s Bible Study is looking at the story of Mary and Martha and how it helps women in today’s world.  For more information, contact

Marge Price at 458-6529.

CHURCH NIGHT AT THE BUCKS – DECEMBER 10TH
Join us for an evening of fun and excitement as the Milwaukee Bucks take on the Indiana Pacers on December 10th.  We will meet at Grace Church to car pool to Milwaukee (time to be determined later).  The cost of a ticket is $13 and reservations must be made by November 23rd.  Sign up on Sunday!

GETTING TO KNOW YOU!

We are looking for someone to write up short articles about our members in the hope that we will get to know one another better.  Our hope is to run two articles a month in the newsletter as well as placing them on the bulletin board for our members to read.  Please contact Rev. Schroeder if you are interested in this project.

CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS

The classes are up and resuming and the children are singing.   On November 7th the children will sing at our 10 a.m. service.  Later in the month we will start work on our Christmas Program to be held on December 19th at 10 .m.

Youth at Grace

SELL THOSE  KRINGLES!!!!   We need your help to raise money for our programs.

NOVEMBER 14TH – LASER TAG AND PIZZA

We will leave Grace at 2:15 and travel to Appleton for two games of Laser Tag.  Afterwards we will go out for pizza, returning home around 7 p.m.  So get your homework done early.  We will need an extra driver.  Let Rev. Schroeder know if you can drive.  Cost is $18 for the games and pizza.  Sign up by November 10th.

DECEMBER 10TH – FRIDAY – BUCKS GAME

Sign up for the Bucks game on Friday, December 10th.  Cost for a ticket is $13.  Sign up by November 28th.
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE IN NOVEMBER

Ushers:
8 a.m.



10 a.m.

Nov. 7

John Leonhard

Tom & Bryan Teaters, Henry Wagner

       14
Mike Wandschneider
Keith, Glenn, Paul & Orville Valenstein

 21-24

Gerald Schwinn

Jim & Brad Limberg, Brett Edgerle

      28 
CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS – both services

Lay Readers:   7 - Deb Pfrang; 14 – Jean Kolb; 21 – ________; 28 – Janet Carter

Child Care:     7 – Brenda Valenstein; 14 – Laurie Joa; 21 – Sheryl Schuessler;

                       28 – Stacy Harriott

Acolytes:    7 – Kelsey/Alex; 14 – Brendan/Ryan; 21 – Alex/Brent; 

      21-Thanksgiving Eve– Haley; 28 – Kelsey/Danielle

Grace Notes Sponsors:     Hank and Marge Horneck

Sunday Bulletin Sponsors:     Dick and Linda Campbell

Bridgeway – Opportunities to sponsor available for the next 2 months

FLOWERS:   7 – Carroll & Phylis Preder in celebration of their anniv. 

                      14 – Gerry & Jola Schwinn in celebration of their anniv.

          21 – Henry & Marge Horneck in memory of Bertha Horneck

                     24 – Tom & Bev Schroeder in celebration of their anniv.

         28 – Betty & Bob Jones in celebration of their 40th anniv.

KITCHEN:   Karen Groth & Karla Willis, co-chrs.

N. Christian, D. Kammerer, L. Litt, S. Werdeo, K. Kampmann, J. Atkins, L. Kohls, L. Schroeder, K. Ringelstetter, S. Montgomery, I. Trotter, R. Anderson, M. Bogard, P. Forkner, L. Tesmer, M. Weeden, L. Lindow. L. Gier, C. Schoneman, P. Gumm, P. Brethower, D. Ziegelbauer, N. Limberg, C. Lichtenberg, A. Kalmerton, K. Kiesau, C. Sixel, S. Leonhard, M. Fenner, K. Kammerer

