MAILING LIST REPORT
I have chosen two most interesting topics from the mailing list and now I would like to share a conclusions for the discussions of both topics. The first topic is about “ Unique Free Write Prompts” and the second is about “ Scoring Students”.
I choose the first topic because I ever had an experienced in a writing class. In the class, I often felt bored and it made me stuck, so that I couldn’t write anything. The experts here, I mean in the mailing list give many attractive ideas that makes their class more creative in writing. In the first topic, Amanda N. Parmpy, an English teacher at an institute of technology in Shoutern Taiwan, wants to branch out into more creative ways to help their students be creative in writing class. So far, she just like to give the students a time of “ free writing” by writing one word or asking them to let that spark a memory, opinion on story. Here, some professionals came up with many ideas about how to deal with this problem. Barry bakin, from Los Angeles Unified School District, suggested to download from internet and visit one of numerous sources for weird, humorous, strange, amazing, shocking video clips that have your students watch. Then, having students write about what they see in the cllip and get creature by having their write role-plays involving different participants in the video. The next is Linda butler from USA, stated that in order to teach in writing class is to ask the student to write a question or toppic that interest them on  aslip of paper. Besides, you can also bring to class a grab bag of small items to inspire free writing such as toys, stuffed animals, tools, kitchen supplies, travel souvenirs, etc.  Another expert, Lesley Woodward M.A. , M.Ed from IELP Cleveland State University, Ohio, added to allow the students 2 minutes for writing. Then pass the paper to the right again and the next student responds below the first response countinue until the teacher receives her/his own paper back. After that allow time for students to read all the responses to their questions.

In the second topic, many ideas and opinions emerged in the mailing list. I choose this topic because I want to know how to give right, clear and fair scoring for students. Dick Tibbetts from University of Macau, China, stated that he doesn’t award grades for attandance. He will give marks for participation so that encourage learner participatition and show that teachers will value it because it is necessary for efective langguage learning. The mark is awarded according to responsiveness to the teacher and to each other. This also help shy students who may not do so well and bring them out so that they may help themselves. According to Karen, from USA, she equate attendance with participation. For skills the percentage of classes attended and the percentage of un graded homework completed on time ussually counts as 5-15% of the grade, depending on the focus of the class. However, quizzes, timed writing, and test also from part of the grade. Each of it often depends on the focus of the class and the level of English proficiency of the students. More over, Rich Flierl from NewYork, also has his own idea. He agrees with Maria Spellrie. He has done scoring by making class work worth 5-10 points almost every day. Then, For final unit test are worth 100 points. A student participating and actively doing class work will usually get a grade equal to the unit test. He also makes students access to their grades online so they will get to see their “pay check” daily.
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I like to give my students a time of "free writing" at the beginning of 

my

writing class.  Sometimes I tie the topic into other things we are 

doing for

that class period.  But, sometimes I just want to tap into their 

creativity.

So far, I only write questions on the board.  Sometimes, I write one 

word

and ask them to let that spark a memory, opinion, or story.  But, I 

want to

branch out into more creative ways to help them be creative.

I teach sophomore English majors at an institute of technology in 

Southern

Taiwan.

So, do you have any ideas I might want to try?

Thanks for your input,

Amanda N. Parmley

FIT, Kaohsiung, Taiwan
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Amanda Parmley asks for ideas for topics for free writing in class.

I have an idea that has worked well for journal writing and may work 

For free writing, too. I ask the students to write a question or topic that interests them on a slip of paper (each student can have as many slips of paper as s/he likes), and I collect the slips in an envelope, tossing in some of my own ideas as well.

Then when I ask the class to write a journal entry for homework, 

there's a

choice: a student can either write on a topic of his/her own choosing 

or

answer the question-du-jour that I pull out of the envelope and write 

on the

board.

I've also brought to class a grab bag of small items to inspire 

freewriting.

Toys, stuffed animals, tools, kitchen supplies, travel souvenirs, etc. 

This

would work in small classes only, where everyone could easily see the 

object

you pulled out of the bag.

Linda Butler

Leeds MA USA
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If you have a way to display video that you have downloaded from the

Internet you can visit any one of numerous sources for weird, humorous,

strange, amazing, shocking video clips that you can have your students

watch.  From amazing sports feats to near and actual escapes from 

death,

you can find it all in short clips that will spark conversation as 

well.

Of course, use your judgement about which clips you actually share with

your students for the obvious reasons. Note that students browsing

through the videos on their own can perhaps expose them to imagery that

might be offensive.  Clips that I have used successfully in the past

include one in which a race car participating in a road race turns a

corner, skids, and flips over crashing into a tree.  The race official

watching only escapes certain injury or death because he happens to be

standing "downwind" of the tree which bears the full brunt of the 

crash.

In addition to having students write about what the see in the clip, 

You can have your students get creative by having them write role-plays

involving different participants in the video; the driver explaining to

his partners or team what caused the crash, the official calling his

spouse and explaining how he nearly escaped death that morning, etc.

For this actual video see

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=5425459520206143320&q=tree+race&
hl=en

Barry Bakin

Pacoima Skills Center, Division of Adult and Career Education, Los

Angeles Unified School District
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Dave mentions the following potential criteria for grading students:
Attendance

Class Interaction (actively involved in class or sleeping?)

Homework

Quiz

Exam

-----------------

Attendance is mandatory in my classes, but I set some parameters 

Concerning attendance.  Any student who misses 30% or more of the classes can't get a grade above a D for the class. (Other teachers at my college set the  bar at missing 5-10% of the classes.) Missing 10 minutes (or more) of class (whether

it's tardiness, leaving early, or leaving the class in the middle for 

something like a cellphone call) is counted as an absence, although the student is welcome to attend.

I equate attendance with participation.  (I just don't have any other 

good ways

to judge class interaction, especially with large classes.)  For 

different

skills, the percentage of classes attended and the percentage of 

ungraded

homework completed on time (usually counted together) usually counts as 

5-15%

of the grade, depending on the focus of the class.  This is in addition 

to the

30% rule.

Some types of homework (such as participation in a class email list) 

can also

be considered class interaction, but I usually just include that under 

the

"ungraded homework" category.

Other types of homework (I'm thinking at the moment primarily of 

compositions

or presentations, but other types of group or individual projects also 

fit into

this category) which take a great deal of time to prepare and which 

receive an

individual grade, count a particular percentage of the overall grade.

Quizzes, timed writing, and tests also form part of the grade.  The 

importance

of each often depends on the focus of the class and the level of 

English

proficiency of the students.

Karen

karen.stanley@cpcc.edu
http://people.cpcc.edu/~skh6004e
Charlotte, North Carolina, USA
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Maria Spelleri writes:

I believe that if students develop certain behaviors

and if a certain effort is expended, then the last point, a

demonstration of achievement, will almost always occur.
I agree. I make class work worth 5-10 points almost everyday.  Final 

unit

tests are worth 100 points.

In fifteen classes a student participating and actively doing class 

work

will usually get a grade equal to the unit test. Even without studying, 

the

student will have done enough work to score in the 70s with that kind 

of

effort.  Actually, studying is more fulfilling because the student 

knows

most fo the material.  I explain this to the students and I see them 

working

in class.  In addition, our students have access to their grades online 

so

they get to see their "paycheck" daily.  It works well.
Rich Flierl

Williamsville, NY
Back to page portfolio
_1225853958.unknown

_1225853962.unknown

_1225853964.unknown

_1225853965.unknown

_1225853963.unknown

_1225853960.unknown

_1225853961.unknown

_1225853959.unknown

_1225853954.unknown

_1225853956.unknown

_1225853957.unknown

_1225853955.unknown

_1225853950.unknown

_1225853952.unknown

_1225853953.unknown

_1225853951.unknown

_1225853948.unknown

_1225853949.unknown

_1225853947.unknown

_1225853946.unknown

