BS"D. STUDY GUIDE FOR THE FIRST THREE MISHNAYOT OF PESACHIM

Introduction: 

1) The Torah informs us of three types of prohibitions regarding Chametz on Pesach: 1) One must not eat Chametz on Pesach. 2) One must not derive any benefit from Chametz during (or after) Pesach. 3) One must not possess Chametz.

The Torah instructs us to destroy all the Chametz we may have in our possession before the festival begins. Three opinion are offered as to what "destroy" really means: 1) To destroy the Chametz from ourselves. This means that in our heart, to us, the Chametz is not worth anything. This is called in Halacha: Bitul. We simply declare that the Chametz is worthless to us.

2) To destroy the Chametz from the world. The Chametz should not even be in existence. This is what "destroy" means.

3) A combination of both: One should nullify it in his heart, and one should also destroy the Chametz from his home.

The above is all according to the Torah. As far as our sages are concerned, we must destroy the Chametz from the world in its entirety, or, we must sell what we have to a gentile.

MISHNAH ALEF:

On the night preceding the 14th of Nissan we must search for the Chametz using the light of a candle.

There are 2 reasons we use a candle: 1) The light of the candle is very useful in searching. One is able to check all nooks and crannies with something like a candle. 2) We must check for Chametz at nighttime, since this is the time when most people are at home. Since it's at night, therefore, we must use a candle.

It's so important to use a candle that should a person not check for Chametz at night, and he must check by day, the Halachah is that he still must use a candle!

One needs only to check areas where Chametz may have been brought. If there is place that has been preserved from Chametz all year, then that place needs not to be checked. So, when it says that a wine cellar needs to be checked, it is referring to a place to which Chametz may have been brought.

To the extent of checking this wine cellar, there's an argument between Bet Shamai and Bet Hillel:

Bet Shamai say: One must check 2 full lines across the wine cellar.

This means: 1) one checks all the wine barrels, from the ground till the ceiling, across the width of the cellar. This is accomplished with the first two rows of barrels. This is the opinion of Rabbi Yochanan in the Gemarah.

According to Rabbi Yehudah: 2) One checks the first row of barrels from the floor to the ceiling, as well as the top row of all the barrels.

Bet Hillel say: One must check the two outside lines, which are the top lines. This means: 1) One checks the top line closest to the ceiling, as well as the line under this one. This is the opinion of Rav in the Gemarah.

According to Shmuel in the Gemarah: 2) One checks the top line closest to the ceiling, as well the top line next to it.

MISHNAH BET:

There is no concern that a weasel (or a different creature) dragged some Chametz from an unchecked house to a checked one, because there would be no end to this worry. We will soon be worrying that some animal is Schlepping Chametz from one city to another!

MISHNAH GIMMEL:

Rabbi Yehudah says we have three times to check for Chametz: 1) the night of the fourteenth. 2) The morning of the fourteenth (if one didn't check the previous night). 3) At the time of destroying the Chametz.

If a person failed to check for Chametz during these times, he should not check for Chametz any more, since he may, indeed, find Chametz on Pesach, and he may eat it!

The Chachamim disagree. They say: The right time to check is the night of the 14th. If one didn't do it then, one should do it on the 14th day. If a person failed to check it on the 14, then he should do it during the Moed. Or else - after the Moed, since we are prohibited to benefit from the Chametz which has lasted throughout Pesach in a Jew's possession. So, this Chametz is completely forbidden and must still be destroyed.

After checking the house for Chametz, one should hide the Chametz he wishes to use for the next day, because, should some Chametz go missing, why he would have to spend the rest of the day re-checking the entire home for Chametz!

